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Women’s Equality Day

Fort Huachuca will celebrate
Women'sEqudity Day in an observance
startingat 11:15am. Aug. 29 attheLa
Hacienda.

Thethemefor thisyear’sprogramis
“Celebratingwomen’sright to vote” fea
turing Chaplain (Lt. Col.) BonnieKoppd,
the Army’s first female Rabbi, as the
keynote speaker.

The event will feature a buffet and
tickets are $8. Tickets are available by
caling thefollowing Equal Opportunity
Offices: Post 533-1717/5305, Army Sig-
nal Command 538-0909, 112th Military
Intelligence Brigade 538-0533, 111th Mili-
tary Intelligence Brigade 533-3672, and
11th Signal Brigade 533-5202.

PX/Commissary meeting

The members of the Post Exchange
and Defense Commissary Agency Coun-
cil will meet Aug. 27, at the Murr Com-
munity Center, with representativesof the
Command Group, unitsand other inter-
ested groups.

The PX and Commissary Council
meetingsare held every threemonthson
thelast Tuesday of themonth inthe Murr
Community Center. Management person-
nel from the Post Exchangewill beavail-
ablefrom 1-2 p.m., followed by manage-
ment personnel from the post’s Commis-
sary from 2-3p.m.

The meetings are open to all active
duty, DoD civilians, family membersand
retirees, and al unitsand activitieson Fort
Huachucaareinvited send arepresenta-
tiveto these meetings.

Pershing Plazaroad closure

Fort Huachucahasanew major con-
struction project. The Pershing Plaza
West 1 housing project was awarded to
Lend Lease ActusAug. 5.

The contract isfor the demolition of
88 exigting housing unitsand the construc-
tion of 65junior noncommiss oned officer
houses. To prepare the site for the con-
struction, fencing has been erected
around the perimeter of Crawford to
Stanley and Smithto Burns Streets.

Access from Smith down to
Crawfordwill beblocked by the construc-
tionfencing. Theresidentsof Pershing
Plaza are encouraged to use Stanley,
Rucker or White Streetswhen entering
from Smith Ave.

Change of command

The11th Signal Brigadewill conduct
achangeof command ceremony 8am.,
Aug. 28 on Brown Parade Field. The
outgoing commader, Col. Mark S. Bow-
man, will relinquish command to Col.
BrianR. Hurley.

For moreinformation, contact 11th
Signal Brigade at 533-5646/8550.

Road closure

In order to continueto the next phase
of congtructioninthe Bonnie Blink hous-
ing area, Andrews Road leading to the
Post Cemetery will beclosed Monday for
approximately three weeks. Burt Road
will be open during that time for access
to the cemetery.

POW/MIA Walkathon

The U.S. Army Intelligence Center
and Fort Huachucawill conduct aPOW/
MIA Walkathon, 6-8 am., Sept. 20, at
Chaffee Parade Field to commemorate
POWsand MIAsfrom America’sArmed
Forces. Thiseventisopentothepublic.

Armed and ready

Fort Huachuca Military Police will be ready to give speeding motorists tickets if caught
speeding through school zones. Regardless of driving one mile or 10 miles per hour
over the 15 mph speed limit, drivers will be cited with aminimum $50 fine. The safety
of Fort Huachua’s school children is atop priority on the installation.
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Deadline approaches for high
school stabilization program

Army News Service release

Soldierswith high school juniorswho gradu-
atein 2004 should start talking to their assign-
ment branch now if they wish to be stabilized
at their present duty station for their child's
graduation, said personnd officials.

Morethan 1,300 soldiers, non-commissioned
officersand officershavesigned ontothispro-
gramsinceitsinceptionin April 2001.

“My family has made great sacrificesfor
meand my military career,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Raymond Almendarez, medica operationsser-
geant in Camp Casey, Korea. “ So, it isonly
fitting that themilitary and | should reward my
son by alowing himtofinish hissenior year.”

Almendarez wasoneof 1,380 soldierswho
have applied for the stabilization program. So
far 1,155 enlisted personnel have applied for
stabilization. Of these, 1,153 were approved.

“ Approximately 48 percent of therequests
camefrom the sergeant-first-classrank,” said
Lt. Col. Patrick Sedlak, Enlisted Personnel
Management Division at theU.S. Total Army
Personnel Command. “Wedid, however, have
command sergeantsmajor through privatesfirst
classapply aswell.”

Morethan 225 officershave applied for the
program aswell. Of these, 220 were approved.

Soldiersmust submit requestsnot later than
12 months prior to the beginning of the senior
school year. For example, if the student’s se-

nior year startsin September 2003, therequest
must be submitted to PERSCOM not | ater than
September 2002.

Soldiersmay initiatearequest for stabiliza-
tion by submittingaDA Form 4187 listing the
family member’snameand socia security num-
ber.

Thefamily member must beenrolledinthe
Defense Eligibility and Enrollment Reporting
System, better knownasDEERS. A |etter from
the high school stating when thefamily mem-
ber is projected to graduate must be attached
tothe4187.

Soldiers stationed overseas must state on
theformthat they will extend their foreign-ser-
vicetour to meet the stabilization requirement.

Enlisted soldiersmust also list any sched-
uled training, such as schooling or temporary
duty enroute, onthe 4187. Officerswith sched-
uled training should contact their branch as-
signment officer to reschedulethat training.

Stabilizing Army familieswith high school
seniors to reduce turbulence was among the
top recommendations of an Army Education
Summit held in July 2000. Army Chief of Staff
Gen. EricK. Shinseki heard the summit’sout-
brief and promised attendeesto moveforward
quickly on therecommendations.

PERSCOM remainstheapproval authority
for all stabilization requests.

(Editor’s note: This article was released
to ARNEWSby PERSCOM.)

Town Hall
addresses
community
ISSUEsS

By Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

Fort Huachuca's Commanding General,
Brig. Gen. James* Spider” A. Marksand Gar-
rison Commander, Col. Lawrence J. Portouw
led apanel of post representativesin respond-
ing to questionsfrom the community members
during thelive TV Town Hall broadcast onthe
Commander’s Access Channel Monday.

“The‘liveé TV TownHall meetingon Chan-
nel 97 isanother innovative way to keep our
military and civilian communitiesinformed about
issuesrelating to Fort Huachuca,” Markssaid
addressing the audience.

Viewers were able to cal in and ask ques-
tionsonavariety of topicsranging fromthenew
civiliangateguards, Fort Huachucaaccomodation
school issuesand improvementstaking placeat
theRaymond W. BlissArmy Hedlth Center.

Portouw particularly used theforumtointro-
duce himsdlf to theresidents of theingtallation
and provide an update on the statuse of major
congtruction projectsonthefort.

Those projectsincluded thewholeneighbor-
hood revitalization of Cavary Park and Bonnie
Blink housing areasand thenew Child Develop-
ment Center.

During the hour-long segment, Marks re-
minded thecommunity theleadershipisconcerned
about making quality of life here better on Fort
Huachuca and the Town Hall providesameans
for their voiceto beheard.

Therebroadcast of Fesdback, Fort Huachucals
live TV Town Hall will begin airing today at 2
p.m.andwill air through Aug. 22, exduding wesk-
endsontheCommander’sAccessChannd. Also
readers can look for answers to concerns and
issuesin upcoming editionsof The Scout.
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Maj. Dan Ortega, director of Public Safety,
left, Col. Lawrence J. Portouw, garrison
commander, center, and Brig. Gen. James
“Spider” A. Marks, Fort Huachuca
commanding general, listens to a caller’s
guestion during the Live TV Town Hall.

AGD streamlines in/outprocessing procedures

AGD newsrelease

The Adjutant General Directoraterecently
implemented several changes to streamline
soldier in/out-processing procedures. These
efficienciesaremore soldier-friendly and have
reduced thetimerequired for soldiersto pro-
cessinand out of Fort Huachuca.

The new procedures for inprocessing al-
low soldierstotailor their processing to meet
their individual and family needs.

Some mandatory stops (Personnel, Finance,
MEDDAC, CIF, Army Substance Abuse Pro-
gram) still exist.

However, many of these mandatory stops
arewithinasmall footprint and withinwalking
distance. Alsowithinthefootprint are several
optional stops, depending on soldiers’ needs/
interests.

To expeditethe processfurther many agen-
cies, which previoudy required long informa-
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Rich Biccum, military pay technician,
inprocesses asoldier at the Finance Office.
The Adjutant General Directorate has new
changes to make in/outprocessing easier.

tion briefings, have condensed their informa-
tion into customer hand-outs/fact sheets that

areavailableat WhitsideHall.

A soldier’sfirst stop toin-processremains
hig/her unit of assignment. Soldiersmust sign
infrom leave at their unit. The unit then per-
formsunit-specific processing in conjunction
with Post Security and Directorate of Infor-
mation Management.

The unit prepares a duty position assign-
ment memorandum and makesthe soldier an
gppointment to inprocess, Monday through Fri-
day, 7:30am., at WhitsdeHall.

Soldiersinprocessng must havethefollow-
ing itemsin their possession: MPRJ; Finance,
Medical, Dental, and Education records; duty
position assignment memorandum; 1D card and
tags; unit in-processing checklist; DA Form 31;
assignment orders, to include amendmentsand
endorsements; latest NCOER/OER (E5 and
above; and promotion packet (if onthe ES/E6

See AGD, Page 3
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today’s missile program environment.

White Sands CG visits desert sands

Brig. Gen. William F. Engel, commanding general, U.S Army White Sands Missile
Range, visited Fort Huachuca during a command visit to the Electronic Proving
Ground July 24. Engel also spoke at the Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association luncheon. Col. Hugo Keyner,the local AFCEA chapter
president, presented Engel with a Buffalo Soldier statue as atoken of AFCEA’s
appreciation. Engel’s speech was on the mission and challenges of WSMR in
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Sept. 11 left an enduring mark on our nation.

The Fort Huachuca Scout is compiling comments
from our readers on how they remember that day and
how they feel Americahaschanged sincetheattacks.

To offer your comment, send it by mail tothe Public
AffarsOffice, Attn: Sgt. 1% ClassDonald Sparks, 21115
Adair Ave,, Fort Huachuca, AZ 85613-6000 or e-mail itto
sparksd@huaarmy.mil. Pleaseincludeyour name, where

youliveand adaytime phonenumber.

Your commentsmay be edited and chosen to appear
inour specia Sept.12, 2002 edition. Commentswill be
accepted through Aug. 30.

~Kudos Korner

By Sandra Sanders
Chief Child and Youth Services

Jennifer LottenisFort Huachuca suly Ci-
vilian of theMonth. L otten wascommended
inarecent surpriseingpectionby the TRADOC
Military Childand Youth Eva uation Teamfor
enterprisngand credtivelearning environments
in each classroom. To achieve this she con-
tinually rearrangestheroomsand devel opsnew
projects. Sheenrolled theprograminthe4-H
Club system and Girlsand BoysClubtotake
advantageof thair trainingand curriculum. Pro-
grams were further enhanced through
partneringwith other MWR activitiessuchas
thebowling center and pools. Swimming les-
sons were offered during the summer and
bowlinglessonsonan on-going basis.

Dueto an unforeseen absence of atrain-
ing specidigt for the school-age program dur-
ingasix-month period, L ottentook it upon her-
s f to providestaff training inadditionto her
norma duties. Throughthiseffort, theprogram
wasableto meet DOD and DA requirements
andrecaivenationd accreditation. If thiswaan't
enough, plans were underway for a new
School-Age Center. Lotten played an active
roll in pre-construction and design mestings,
meeting weekly with engineersand architects
to ensurethe new center would meet not only
DOD and DA standardshbut locd requirements
as well. She acted as a liaison between
TRADOC and DA, andthearchitects Mean-
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while, she had resourcesto manage.

Jugglingthebal, shekept her revenueand
expensssin check and exceeded budget godls,
maintai ning the school-age program in the
black. L otten kept the program filled to ca
pacity with her innovative programming.
Withinthe past twel ve monthsshe conducted
two saf-gudiesof theprogramin additionto
the TRADOC inspection. Sheinvolved pro-
ponentsfromfire, safety, and hedthtoingpect
her program and make recommendationsfor
improvement. Very few deficiencies were
found and thosewere minor. Lottenimmedi-
ately madethecorrections. Sheiscontinudly
inspiring her saff to excel and asateamthey
promote excellence for the Fort Huachuca
youth.
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Scout on the Street

Check It out!

Submitted by NatalieDanforth
AdminigtrativeLibrarian

“THE UNKNOWN isthegoverning condi-
tionof war.” Ferdinand Fochin Principlesof War,
¢1920. Citedinyour library’scopy of Dictionary
of Military and Naval Quotationsby Robert Debs
Heinl, J., c1966.

THE GREAT GAME: The Struggle for
Empirein Central Asaby Peter Hopkirk c1992.
Youmight call thisspooky foundetionreadingfor
current world events.  Also recommended by
Washington Post foreign correspondent Peter
Baker: Tdiban: Militant Idam, Oil and Fundamen-
talisminCentrd Ada, c2000, and Holy War, Inc:
Inside the Secret World of Osama Bin Laden,
€2002. All areavailableinyour Ft HuachucalL i-
brary.

SLEEPING AT THE STARLITE MO-
TEL andother adventuresontheWay Back Home
by Bailey White. 1995 Random House Audio.

You Il findyoursdf dowingdownto50ina65mph
zone as you laugh and cry your way down the
highway. Four hoursof ingtant recognitionfor any-
onewith eccentric friendsand rel atives, dead or
dive, intherura Southor Midwest. Read by the
author inamesmerizing Georgiaaccent.

CANNIBALISM INTHE CANYON isa
60 minute PBSvideo, c2000. Around 1200A.D.
something causad the Anasazi cultureof the Southr
west to disgppear. Anthropologist Christy Turner
believesit was cannibaism. Others are not so
sure. See the evidence. You bethejudge. Vid-
eos are checked out for aweek.

If you'rereadingthis you arevery likely
an authorized user of theFort HuachucalLi-
brary. Vigtorsarewecome. Thelibrary isopen
sx days a week: Mondays and Wednesdays
through Saturdaysfrom 10:30 am. to 6:30 p.m.
and Tuesdaysfrom10:30am. to 7:30 p.m. Cdll
533-3041 for further information.

What's the best part about being in B Troop ?

|
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We do a lot of
public
performances and
the most thrilling
part is when you're
doing the 15-
second charge.
That's when we're
riding right at full

The best job is
when you get to
ride the number two
position. The
greatest honor is to
carry the unit's
memorial colors.

Sgt. 1t Class Ernie,
B Troop member

| enjoy working with
the horses and the
camaraderie.

Martina Peters,
Ladies Auxiliary

The best thing is
representing the
history of the United
States cavalry and
what cavalry men
did in the 1880’s. It
keeps me still
giving back to the
Army after retiring.

Being able to share
horsemanship,
living history and
experiences with
the community.

Vaughn Laganosky,
B Troop member

| love being part of
the team.
Sometimes the
troopers get out of
hand, then it's my
job to calm ‘em
down. They're a

rowdy bunch, those
B Troopers.

gallop and firing our
pistols as we go.

Maj. Christopher
Zimmerman, Capt. of
the Troop

Juan Villarreal,
B Troop member

Goliath,
B Troop member
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Days of straining to view microfiche
are gone, official records now online

By Sgt. Jessica I nigo
Time Out Editor

Servicemember’sOfficia Military Person-
nel Files can now be accessed through indi-
vidua Army Knowledge Online accounts.

The Army hasdone away with keeping of -
ficial records on microficheto become more
efficient, according to Pam Singer, director,
Military Personnel Services.

Though these changeshave not specifically
affected Fort Huachuca, every servicemember
can now, moreeasily, review what ison their
officia records. Theautomated format not only
ismore convenient, but also savesthe Army a
considerableamount of money.

“The microfiche was $1.40 for each file
made, which added up to alot money,” Singer
sad, snceservicemembersmadeayearly ritual
of reviewing their OM PF when being consid-
ered for promotion by the Department of the
Army level boards. “Basically thefileshave
been moved to onlineservice, allowingimme-

diacy when getting files and allowing
[servicemembers] to know exactly what isof -
ficidly ontheir records.”

Immediacy isthemaost important factor with
the change, according to Singer. “It allowsac-
cesstorecordsat any time.”

Moreimportantly, servicememberscanen-
sure all noncommissioned officer and officer
evaluationsarelisted, aswell asany schoals,
prior to any recordsreview.

In the past, officersvisited the U.S. Total
Army Personnel Commandin Alexandria, Va.,
and enlisted soldiers went to the Enlisted
Recordsand Evaluation Center in Indiangpolis,
Ind., to make suretheir careerswerereflected
correctly on the microfiche copy of their
OMPFs.

In November 2001, EREC decided to put
an end to microficheand moved to the OM PF
online. Now, officersand enlisted memberscan
review and updatetheir recordsthrough AKO
by goingto“ Frequently Used Links,” selecting
“PERSCOM Online” and clicking on the ap-
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Soldiers now can go online to review their military records rather than using microfiche.

propriatelink under “PERSCOM Major Ac-
tivities”

Recordson OMPF Onlinearedividedinto
three categories— Performance, Service, and
Restricted. Performance has subdivisionsfor
evaluations, education and training, and com-
mendatory and disciplinary remarks. Service
isdividedinto general and administrative.

Singer said the futurelooks even brighter
for recordsautometion. Upcoming plansinvolve

all Army recordsto be automated, including
medical records.

“Thiswill savealot of timeintheend for my
people,” Singer said. “ Inthefuture, changescan
be made with the S1 directly into the officia
records. Wejust haveto make suresoldiersare
educated, so they will know how o help their
Slupdatetheir records.”

Currently only the OMPFisonlinethrough
the AK O account. Other recordsaredtill tocome.

Sgt. Audie Murphy Club members take selfless service to heart

Photo by Sgt. Donald Vess

Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Whitney,
Sgt. Audie Murphy Club member,
clears brush on the Parr Obstacle
Course as part of the Huachuca
Chapter of the SAMC community
project. The NCOs are clearing the
brush so soldiers on the fort will
have an alternate PT training site.

By Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

To be selected as a member of
the Sgt. AudieMurphy Club, noncom-
missioned officers must be of the
highest caliber and also personify al
of the Army’s seven corevalues. Of
these seven values selfless service
ratesasoneof thetop whenit comes
to the members of the Huachuca
Chapter of the SAMC.

Several noncommissioned offic-
ersof thisprestigiousclub have been
devoting their Saturday morningsto
the restoration of the old Parr Ob-
stacle Courseso it can be utilized by
theinstallation asaphysical fitness
site. The soldiershave been clearing
years of brush that have grown on
thetrail withinthe course.

“Thisisnot thefirst timethat the
organi zation has done something to
help the community,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Matthew Miller, president,
Huachuca Chapter. “One of our
members, Sgt. 1st Class Sean Fry,
wastrying tofigureout what we can
do here for the soldiers of Fort

Huachuca Master Sgt. Daniel Green
suggested redoing the Parr Course.
So thishecameareally good project
for ustodo.”

The members ran the idea by
Command Sgt. Ma. Lawrence
Haubrich, post command sergeant
major, early in the summer for ap-
provd.

Haubrich blessed the project but
insisted the soldiers take all safety
and precautionary measures because
of the extreme drought conditionsat
thetime.

“A safety concern was the use
of weed eaters and the chance of
causing a fire from an electrical
spark,” Miller said.

The memberswereforced to do
much of the cleanup using old-fash-
ioned muscle, grit and swest.

“Atonepoint wedidn't evenknow
where the trail was because there
was so much growth,” Miller said.
“Once we're done clearing all the
brush off therunning trail, we' rego-
ing to need DISto provide supplies
and the Safety Officeto conduct an

ingpection.”

The Parr Obstacle Course was
originally created in the late 1980s
when the Signal companiesused to
have barracks down in that area
After those barracksweretorn down
in 1993, the area became overrun
with wild brush and the obstacles
begantofall apart.

“Thisisanexcdlent training area
for thesoldiershere,” said Sgt. Mq.
Michael Roberts, former president,
HuachucaSAMC. “It beatsrunning
ApacheFlatseveryday and provides
somevariety whichispart of agood
PT program.”

Miller forecaststherunningtrail
to be open for use by mid-September
and theobstaclesdongthetrail avail-
ablefor use by next January.

Robertswantsto break downthe
myth that NCOs who are selected
into the club just get their accolades
anddriveon. Hehasingdtilledintoclub
membersthetrue meaning of mem-
bership —taking care of soldiers.

“ After inductionit doesn’t mean
you rideoff into thesunset, it doesn’'t
stop,” Robertssaid. “We' retrying to
changethat mindset.”

Although SAMC membershave
done the cleanup only, Miller and
Roberts are urging all soldiers and
NCOs of thecommunity to beapart
of the project and the reason istwo-
fold.

“We get a chance to talk about
the Sgt. AudieMurphy Clubto asol-
dier or NCOwho'sinterested inthe
program,” Robertssaid. “What it dso
fostersisNCO professiona develop-
ment. During the everyday duty of
taking care of themission, wedon’t
get achancetotalk to each other like
we' dliketo.

“Thisgivesusagrest timetotalk
about things that are happening on
post aswell.”

Miller said the attitude of the
members sacrificing their Saturday
mornings havelived up tothevalue
of selflessservice.

“Thisis great opportunity for a
bunch of NCOsto get out and help
their community,” Miller said. “With-
out a doubt when it comes to the
emotion out there, it'salot of cama-
raderiedisplayed by theNCOsfor a
good cause.”

Paying attention to detail, proper planning key to shipping POV

By Katherine Goode
Scout Staff

One of the most important parts of your overseasmoveis
protecting your privately owned vehiclefrom damageor loss.

According to the Transportation Office on Fort Huachuca,
moving your POV successfully isnot amatter of chance; itis
theresult of careful preparation and planning - not just by the
contracted agenciesthat will moveyour vehicle, but al'so your
proactiveinvolvement.

Time limitations require POV sto be delivered to the port
within 90 daysfor an overseastour of duty lastinglonger thana
year, or 30 days after departure of service-member for atour of
duty lasting oneyear or less.

Maintaining persona automotiveinsurancethat will cover
anoverseasmoveisvery important, and thiswill require some
shopping around as many insurance company’s coverage stops
as soon asthe vehicleleavesthe United States.

Besidesrecovery from your automobileinsurance, the Per-
sonnel Claim’s Act can compensate servicemembers up to
$20,000 for lossor damageto their vehicle based upon depreci-
ated value. If warranted, the servicemember may wish to pur-
chase moreinsurance, but thefollowing limitationswill apply:
$20,000 for loss or damageto the vehicle; $750 for all audio
equipment to include car alarmsand cellular phones; and up to
$200intools'toolboxes.

White said that there are other personal itemsthat may be
leftinthevehicle. Theseinclude: jacks, tireirons, portablecribs,

car seats, a spare tire, two spare tires, and speakers in the
trunk aslong asthey are bolted down.

“What wewill not coverisTVsand VCRsunlessthey are
factory installed, CBs, flammabl e or hazardous substances, or
other accessoriesthat are not permanently installed,” said Tom
Sochan, Installation Transgportation officer.

According to the Transportation Office, non-compliance
could causeavehicleto be held over with any ensuing charges
put on your account, or the POV processing center could even
refuseyour POV for shipment.

At the point of origin, make sureal documentationisready
to include seven copiesof orders, plusacertified copy and two

See POV, Page 8
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Soldiers in/outprocessing on Fort Huachuca can use the map above as aguide to expedite their transition.

.

promotionlist).

The only other mandatory stopsare at Central |ssue
Facility, MEDDAC, and Murr Community Center, where
soldierswill receive mandatory briefingson TRICARE
and PPIP (Put Prevention into Practice) onthefirst Tues-
day after arrival on post.

The new out-processing procedures al so save sol-
diers considerable time. Thekey to thetime saving is
the Department of the Army Installation Support Mod-
ule system.

Thisprogram allows agenciesto electronically pre-
clear departing soldiers up to 160 days prior to PCS,
ETS, or retirement. If an activity does not indicate a
need to see asoldier, then AGD will clear soldiersand
allow them to depart Fort Huachuca.

Soldiers can help this processwork for them by en-
suring that open business accounts with agencies (such
asbooks checked out of thelibrary) are closed out once
they receivetheir official orders.

The Education Center, DENTAC, and the Veterinary
facility are also hel ping to reduce mandatory out-pro-
cessing stops by delivering soldier recordsto Whitside
Hall three days prior to thefinal out-processing appoint-
ment.

These streamlined procedures|eave only two man-
datory stops (CIF and MEDDAC) outside of the pro-
cessing footprint.

The AGD’snext effort to consolidate in/out-process-
ing will bethe movement of Vehicle and Weapon Regis-
tration back to Whitside Hall. Thismoveisexpectedto
take effect within the next 30 days.
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Don't get trapped In
overnment credit card

By Sgt. 1¥ Donald Sparks
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

During the month of July, Fort
Huachuca had the highest delin-
guency rate within the U.S. Army
Training and Doctrine Command on
Government Travel Cards. Therateof de-
linquent accounts increased to 10.02 per-
cent (anincrease of 2.1 percent from June).

According to TheresaFuimanono, installa-
tion Government Travel Card coordinator, therate
fluctuatesfrom month to month and athough thefort
wasat the bottom of thelistin July, thisisnot an alarm-

ingtrend.

Although TRADOC isdefinitely concerned with the dollar amount
attached to the delinquent accounts, it isthe number of delinquent ac-
countsthat raisethe eyebrows of GTC coordinators.

“Weweredoing pretty well asan installation until the month of July,”
shesaid. Fuimanono reported thefort had 66 delinquent accountsmorethan
60 daysold. The Aging Analysisreport only showsthose accounts morethan
60 daysold or more. Bank of Americasendsthereport monthly to the Depart-
ment of the Army and isfiltered to the major commands, suchasTRADOC.

The percentages are calculated by dividing the number of accounts delin-
quent from thetotal number of accounts open for theentireinstallation. In July’s

case, 66 of 659 accountswere delinquent.

“We must continue to strive to reach the Army goal of 4 percent by diligently
monitoring and managing our accounts,” Fuimanono said. “Wealso havetoinform
commandersand |eaders of delinquent accounts and assisting with soldiersand em-

ployeeswith travel voucher processing.”

Fuimanono stressed it isimperative that commanders are activein monitoring

Photo illustration by
Angelica Pequefio

their soldiers with government travel cards. She has been diligent in trying to get her

message and the Army’s message across.

delinquency

interim vouchers and set up some type of procedure to do that with their
parent unit to get their vouchersfiled ontime.”

Shealso advised for cardholderstofileasplit disbursement. A split dis-
bursement allowsasoldier to place acheck mark ontheir travel voucher and
identify aspecific amount of their settlement to be paid directly to Bank of

America

For exampleif acardholder goesTDY and $200 is spent for arental car
and $600 for lodging, thefull $800 can be sent directly to the bank whilethe

quent.

cardholder collectstheir per diem and meals.

“That $8300 does not belong to the cardhol der. That isthe money the Army
loaned you for your rental car andlodging,” shesaid. “ Thereisno reason for
the money to come back to the cardholder at all. So that’s what the split
disbursement option isall about. It tells DFAS [Defense Finance and Ac-
counting Service] to do an electronic fund transfer to the bank.”

Fuimanono said it would be very helpful if supervisors, when checking
andinitialing their subordinate' stravel voucher, toidentify if the cardholder
has checked the split disbursement option.
“It’snot mandatory yet,” shesaid. “But asasupervisor if you notice
Spc. John Doe's split disbursement option wasn'’t checked, you can
steer himintheright direction to pay off the bank and he' Il still get
what’sentitled tohim.”
One of the contributing factorsleading to delinquency iswhen
soldiers deploy or go TDY for more than 60 days, such asto
advanced school s such asthe Basic Noncommissioned Offic-
ersCourse. Thesoldiersaren't bleto pay their bill until comple-
tion of the school, yet the account is being reported delin-

“Theingtallationisworking withthosesoldiersinthose
schoolswho are gone more than 60, 90 or 120 daysto
helpthem fileinterim vouchers. By filing thoseinterim
vouchersthey know when they come back to their
parent unit their settlement can’t be claimed until
they get asignature by their supervisor.

Fuimanono said fortunately thereisn’t wide-
spread abuse of the GTC on Fort Huachuca,
but there have been acouple of instances of
abuse, which hasled to disciplinary action.
Sincetaking over theprogramlast year,

she's been notified twice by Bank of

A Americaof suspected abuse of thecard.

Sheattributesthe command'sinvolve-
ment to keeping abuse from becom-
» ing prevaent.

“We need the commanders, directorsand |eadersinvolved to help us manage, monitor
and control the program. This coincideswith the messages coming down from the Depart-
ment of the Army.”

“ At the 30-day mark, commanders need to be on top of the program, not at 60 dayswhen
their cardhol derscome out onthe Aging Analysisreport,” Fuimanono said. “ That way they
cantak tothoseindividualsand seeif they have aproblem paying their account. Thisisthe
timeto help them or give aslap on the hand to pay their account.”

Fuimanono's adviceto the membersof thefort who usesthe GTCissimple. “Fileyour

“Everyoneispretty much us-

ingthecard for what it’sintended

for,” shesaid. “ Theremay be moreout

there abusing the card and it may be more

prevalent than what we' rethinking, but eventually
peoplewill get caught.”

Frequently asked qguestions about the government travel card

Q1. What isthe Government Travel
Card?

Al: TheGovernment Travel Cardisused
by government employeesfor travel andlodg-
ing related expenses while on Temporary
Duty.

Once the travel period is complete, the
individual must fileatravel voucher with his
command to be reimbursed for those ex-
penses.

Theindividud ispersondly billed by Bank
of America(thevendor for thetravel card),
and he or shemust pay them directly.

Individuals also havethe optionto do a
split disbursement on their travel voucher
where the government will pay Bank of
Americadirectly and pay the remainder of
thefunds (if any) to the employee.

Q2: What disciplinary actions are
taken on individualswho aredelinquent
in payment, or make unauthorized pur-
chases?

A2: Actionstaken onthegovernment em-
ployeesresponsiblefor thefraud rangefrom
basic administrative actions (Article 15s) to
individual sbeing charged and arrested, re-
ducedinrank, dishonorably discharged, fired
from civilian employment, and possibly incar-
ceration.

Therewas oneinstance of the use of the
purchase card to obtain escort services dur-
ing fiscal year 2001.

The soldier responsiblefor that actionre-
paidthegovernment, wasdemoted and placed

on extraduty and eventually discharged from
theservice.

Q3: What are the latest figures for
char ge-offs(debt written off by thebank),
and delinquency ratesfor the Army?

A3: Thenet cumulative charge-offs(from
Nov 98-Mar 02) is$20.6 milliondollars. The
delinquency amount asof 31 March 2002is
$3.4million.

Q4: What steps hasthe Army taken
toreduceddinquenciesand char ge-offs?

A4: The Army has taken a number of
positive actionsto addressitshigh deinquency
and charge-off rate, and resultsfrom thefirst
half of FY 02 show a significant drop in
charged-off accounts.

Most of thisreduction may beattributable
to asalary and military retirement payment
offset program-similar to garnishment. This
program began to offset amountsfrom delin-
guent cardholder’s salariesand military re-
tirement benefit paymentsin Nov 2001.

Other actionsinclude alimited split dis-
bursement plan (described in question num-
ber 1), and increased management attention
and focuson the delinquency issue.

Q5: What is the Army doing to
strengthen up the management controls
of theprogram?

A5: Inresponseto the excessive delin-
quency rate, in October 2000, the Vice Chief

of Staff of the Army issued adirectiveto
cut the Army’sdelinquencies by 50 percent
by the end of March 2001.

Further, the Vice Chief of Staff estab-
lished a goal of adelinquency rate of no
morethan 4 percent of active cardholders
assoon as possi ble and ordered command-
ersthroughout the Army to provide addi-
tiona attention tothegovernment travel card
program.

Army officid semphasized setting goals,
monitoring results, providing feedback, pro-
viding training, and coordinating effortswith
DoD and Bank of America.

Further the DoD Under Secretary of
Defense (Comptroller) created atravel card
task force to address management issues
related to DoD’spurchase and travel card
programs. The Task Forceissueditsfinal
report on 27 June 2002.

Q6: What actions has the govern-
ment taken to restrict use of the card
by employees who may be possible
credit risks?

AG6: InJduly 1999, Bank of Americabe-
gan obtaining credit checkson DaoD travel
applicants and used the credit history ob-
tained asabasisfor determining the type
of account-restricted or regular-it would
provideto new DoD travel applicants.

Q7: What isthe Army’sreaction to
the GAO report?

A7: The Army isin complete agree-

ment with DoD’sgoal to reduce delinquen-
ciesand unauthorized purchases. Wewill fully
cooperate with the DoD task force that has
been established, and continueto refineinter-
nal management controlsof the program.

Q8. What isthe Army Criminal In-
vestigation Command doing to investi-
gate this issue?

A8. TheArmy isaggressively pursuing
those who break thelaw by using the Army
Purchase Cardillegally.

A joint working group led by the Army
Crimind Investigation Command, theDefense
Criminal Investigative Service, the FBI, and
others have been pursuing cases involving
purchase card fraud since November 2001,
long before thisissue started receiving wide-
spread mediaattention.

To date, we' ve hel ped secureten convic-
tionsand recovered morethan $1 million dol-
larsand we' re not doneyet.

If employees of the Army entrusted with
apurchase card usethe card illegally or for
persond gain, we relooking for them, andwill
hold them accountablefor their actions.

It's important to remember that those
abusing the system make up only atiny por-
tion of the card holders, and the purchase card
program savestaxpayersmillionsof dollars
annudly.

Regardless, wefind any improper usage
unacceptable and will pursuetheissuevigor-
oudly to enforcethelaw.
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CIFclosure munity Club. Thefeatured speaker isLt. Col. by JoAnDaggett; “ Creetive Counterpart” taught  Thefollowing employeesarelocated there:

TheCentrd IssueFacility will beclosed Sept.
18-20for inventory. In case of emergency Stua:
tions, please call Dan Berry, 533-5828 or Cliff
Hendey, 533-8771.

New DOIM training enrollee contact

Effectiveimmediately the Directorate Of In-
gdlation Management hel p desk will beassum-
ingtheresponghility for enralling requestingindi-
viduasintothe DOIM providedtraining classes.
Therefore, if any U.S. Army Intelligence Center
& Fort Huachucaemployeewishestosignup for
DOIM provided officesuiteand/or Accessdata
base software classes,
pleasecdl 533-1212toenrall.

Asareminder, theDOIM training schedule
can be found on the Ft. Huachuca
web page under the TRAINING category, by
clickingtheoption: ‘DOIM Computer Classes’

Conservation committee

Thequarterly meeting of the Fort Huachuca
Conservation Committeewill beheld Wednes-
day intheGredy Hal AuditoriuminRoom 1215
of Building 61801, from 10- 11:30am. TheFort
Huachucalngdlation Commanding Generd, Brig.
Gen. James* Spider” A. Marks, will spesk at the
Conservation Committee,

Thisquarterly meetingwill provide updates
onseverd loca natural resourcesand conservar
tion programsincluding current activitieson Fort
Huachuca, theUpper San Pedro Partnership, U.S.
Forest Service activities, and Bureau of Land
Management SPRNCA activities.

The program for thismeeting will beapre-
sentation on Endangered Fish Management a San
Bernardinoand LedieCanyonNationd Wildlife
Refuges, which arelocated in Cochise County.
TheProgram spesker will beBill Radke, Refuge
Maneger for theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service.
For additiond information, call Robert Bridgesat
533-1863.

BSEP Class

The Education center will sponsor aBasic
Education SkillsProgram classwhichwill begin
Sept. 9and end Sept. 20. Theclasswill runfrom
8am.-4:30 p.m. daily withemphasisplaced on
Englishand mathkills. A pre-test will beadmin-
istered at 7:15a.m., thefirst day of class.

A pogt-test and generd /ftechnica predictor will
begiven Sept. 19 and an Armed ServicesVoca
tiond Aptitude Battery test will beadministered
Sept. 20. Thisisagrest opportunity to participate
inaclassthat israrely given dueto budget con-
straints. Raiseyour GT scoreand increaseyour
re-enligment possibilitied

For moreinformation e-mail Bob Campbell
robert.campbed | @hua.army.mil or cal 533-5690.

ASMCluncheon

TheAmerican Society of Military Comptrol-
lers will hold its monthly business luncheon
Wednesday a 11:30am. intheLaHaciendaCom-

Carey whowill speak on Enduring Freedom.

Carey iscurrently assigned asthe Officer In
Charge of the Headquarters Department of the
Army CIO/Commanding Generd OperationsCdl
at USA Network Enterprise Technology Com-
mand-NCR. Prior tothisassgnment, hewasthe
504" Signal Battalion commander. Duringthis
presentation, hewill sharehisknowledgeand ex-
perienceonthecurrent military deployment, En-
during Freedom.

Thelunchmenuwill bebuffet and salad bar.
Cogtis$9for ASMC membersand $10for non-
members. To make reservationsand purchase
tickets, ASM C membersand guestsshould con-
tact organizational representativesor buy them
at thedoor. Membersof the public arewelcome
toattend. For further information contact Linda
Guinter at 456-2961.

Scholarships available

TheNava ScienceHistorically Black Col-
legesand UniverstiesNationa Reserve Officer
Training Corps Scholarship program has 120
scholarshipsavailablethat needto befilled!

The scholarships are no longer race based.
Everyoneis invitedto participate. If youknow of
any young men and womenwho might beinter-
ested, please get the word out at churches and
any other organizationsyou effiliatewith. Thisis
an opportunity for afour year scholarship!

All HBCU'sthat hoss NROTC unitswill pro-
videthesescholarships.

Theschoolsare:

SouthernUniversity

MorehouseCollege

SodimanUniversty

MorrisBrownUniversty

Hampton University

Norfolk StateUniversity

ForidaA&M Universty

Savannah StateUniversty,

andPrairieView A& M.

Thereare120 scholarshipsavailableindl, but
they must befilled prior to the end of August
2002. Only two arefilled, 118 scholarshipsre-
main. Contact Craig Krusemark, educationa ad-
visor for the Fort Huachuca Educational Center
at 533-2047 for moreinformation.

PWOC fall kickoff

The Protestant Women of the Chapel invite
al womentojoin usfor aspecia Fall Kickoff
Program on Sept. 3. Our themeis®Movinginto
PWOC".

Inviteafriend and comejoin usfor fellow-
ship, fun and food. The program runs from 9-
11:30am. at theMain Post Chapdl.

Nursery careisprovidedfor children ages6
months- 5yearsoldfor al military ID card hold-
ers.

Our regular weekly meetingscompletewith
praiseand worship, Bible Study and fellowship
beginthefollowingweek. Our Biblestudiesthis
fal will be: “TheBook of Acts’ taught by Chap-
lain Dickson; “Know What You Believe’ taught

by April Arnold; and“ A Woman after God' sOwn
Heart” taught by ChristineHenry. Thelast class
isa“Mommy and M€’ classwheremothersare
welcometo bring their babiesto class.

Summer gospel revival

TheFort Huachucacommunity isinvited to
attend theKino Gospel Protestant Service Sum-
mer Revival, Wednesday through Aug. 23 and
25. Pastor Felix Gilbert, senior pastor of Resto-
ration Chrigtian Fellowship, in Aurora, Colo. and
former senior pastor of Saint Paul Missionary
Baptist Churchin SierraVista, will betheguest
speaker and teacher. The themeis “ Step back
andletGoddoit.”

The revivd begins a 7 p.m., Wednesday
through Aug.23and 9:20am., Aug. 25 at Kino
Avenue Chapd on Fort Huachuca. Each service
will bepreceded by musical sdlectionsfromcom-
munity choirs.

For moreinformation, contact Chaplain(Mg.)
Garry Daeat 533-2366.

Jewish High Holiday services

Jewish High Holiday servicesare scheduled
asfollows

Rosh Hashana: Sept.6 at 6 p.m. and Sept. 7
at 9 am. at the Main Post Chapel.
YomKippurisscheduledfor Sept. 15 (Kol Nidre),
at 6:15p.m. and Sept. 16 at 10am. at theMain
Post Chapel, Main Post Chapel.

For moreinformation contact ChaplainLt. Col.
BonnieKoppdl at 533-6570.

Languagelab has moved

TheMilitary Intelligence Foreign Language
Center, commonly referred to asthe Language
Lab, isinitsnew homeand openfor business.

TheLanguageL ab moved fromitspast loca
tionin Alvarado Hall to O’ Nell Hall (Building
61809), room 175. Video Teleconferencing lan-
guage classes will be conducted in the Fort
Huachuca Distance Learning Center in room
1046, Classroom 1 at Greely Hall (Building
61801).

All DefenseLanguageProficiency Testingwill
be conducted at O’ Neil Hall inroom 230 every
Monday and Thursday from 7:30—11:30am.

The point of contact for any questions per-
taining to the movement of thelanguagelabis
Sgt. 1% Class Mark Stephens at 533-2360.
Stephens can belocated inroom 253 at O’ Nel
Hal.TheVTC classesin Greely Hall contactis
Kermit Robinson at 533-9476.

DCA relocation

The Recreation Services Division and the
Marketing Division of Directorate
of Community Activities haverelocatedtotem-
porary officesinthe Jack Rabbit roomof theMurr
Community Center from MWR Rents.

All of thephonenumberswill remainthesame,
as well as email. To vigt us, please use the
Cushing Street entrance, thereyou will find two
large double doorswith MWR Logoson them.

LewisOnley, chief, Recreation Services Divi-
s0n,533-2374; PaulaGerman,DCA Marketing
Director, 538-0836; SueHiggins, RSD Admin,
538-1690; James Thomas, Specid Events, 533
3354; Wendd | Hurlock, DCA Commercid Spon-
sorship Manager, 533-1351; Spc. Erika
Pueschold (Rigdon),

Specia Events, 533-2947; June Bishop, DCA
Marketing, 533-4471.

WANTED:

Children for military contest

Weinvitethe children of activeduty andre-
tired military personnel, Nationd Guard and Re-
sarvists, law enforcement officers, fireand res-
cuepersonne, Department of Defenseand fed-
eral workersto submit their original artwork to
the 2002 Reflectionson Hope and Courage Art
Contest for Childrenand Young Adults.

Thecontest, yoonsored by theDoD’sDeploy-
ment Hedlth Clinical Center at Walter Reed
Army Medica Center, isbeing heldin conjunc-
tionwithanationa conferenceon risk communi-
cation and terrorismand activitiesto commemo-
ratetheanniversary of Sept. 11.

Hurry, the deadlinefor submitting entriesis
Aug. 23. If your childisbetween 6 and 18 years
of age, have them enter and compete for won-
derful prizesand the chanceto receive nationa
recognitionfor their work. For moreinformeation
and to obtain an entry form, visit
www.PDHed th.mil or call (202) 782-6563; DSN:
662.

Mirage:

Call for literary, arts submissions
Cochise Collegeisnow accepting submis-

sionsfor the2003 Mirageliterary and atsmaga:

zine. ThedeadlineisSept. 1.

Submissionsof artwork, photographs, short
stories, poetry and essays are sought from
Cochise County residentsand Cochise College
students. Contributorswill take partin arecep-
tion upon publication of the2003issue. Past is-
suesof theMirage, aswell assubmission guide-
lines, may beviewed onlinea www.cochise.edu.

TheMiragewill beproducedthisfal by stu-
dentsenralledin Journdism 257/English 257 - L it-
erary Magazine Production. To obtain detailed
submission guidelinesor to find out moreabout
servingontheMiragegaff, cdl 515-0500 or (800)
966-7943.

Stress reduction class

The next stress reduction classwill be pre-
sented on thefollowing Wednesdays: Aug. 21,
and 28, from 1:30to4 p.m. Thesethreesessons
make up one class. The classis open to active
duty, dependents, retirees, and civilians. It'sheld
on the second floor of the Raymond W. Bliss
Army Health Center inthe conferenceroom.

If interested, cdl 538-0625. Leaveyour name,
duty phone, and messageregarding theclasson
our voicemail, or with the personwho answers
thephone,

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Community Events Calendar

To add items to the calendar, call the Central Community Coordinator at 533-6970.

* SV Optimist Club meets a115
6:30 a.m. at the Landmark Café.
Call John Schirmer at 378-
1062.

Officer & Civilian Spouses Club Fall Membership Drive
from 10:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday at the LakeSide Activity Center.

For information call Deborah Durazo de Appointe at 378-3564

« National Association of
Retired Employees Chapter
1400 meets at 11a.m. at OYCC.
Call 378-6605 for details.

* Huachuca Area Retired
Teachers Association meets at
OYyCCatl0a.m.

« Rollerskating at Youth 16
Services, Bldg. 49013

from 6:30-8:30p.m. Call
533-3205 for details.

* Youth Services at 17
Bldg. 49013 has open
recreation from1—-8p.m.
Call 533-3205 for info.

e SV Parks & Leisureis
sponsoring Pool
Tournaments at the YC
beginning at 5 p.m. This
eventis free and open to
youth ages 1117 years of
age. Call 459-4377 for info.

« The WIld Bunch at 18
the OK Corral in Tombstone
at2p.m.

« San Pedro Kiwanis

at458-9647.

meets at noon in the Crystal
Room of Thunder Mountain
Inn. Contact Nilda Townsend

« Thunder Mountain Bridge
Club meets at 12:30 p.m. at
Thunder Mountain Inn. Call
Dianna Smith at 432-3883.

19

+« PWOC Bible Study frorr20
9:30-11 a.m. at MPC.
Childcare is available for
children 5and underon a 1399 for details.
first come basis to ID card
holders. Class is also
available for school age
children.

« Put Prevention Into Practice
(PPIP) & Health Promotion
Class meets from 2-3:30
p.m.at MCC. Call 533-2246
for additional info.

« Cochise Toastmasters meets at
Landmark Café from 6:30 —8:30
p.m. Call Toni Reeves at 538-
7502.

« Cochise Chordsmen
(SPERSQA) meets at SV
Methodist Church at 7 p.m.

details.

» La Salida Del Sol Lions 21
meet at Thunder Mountain Inn
at6:45a.m. Call Lee at 378-

* SV Chess Club meets at
Peter Piper Pizzaat 7 p.m.

« Protestant Youth Program
“Teen Desert Disciples”
meet at 7 p.m. Call Chaplain
Jesse King at 533-6731 for

* SV Parks & Leisureis
sponsoring Air Hockey
Tournament at the YC
beginning at 3 p.m. This
eventis free and open to
youth ages 11-17 years of
age. Call 459-4377 for info.

22

« Early release for Ft.
Huachuca schools. Myer
Kindergarten at 1:20 p.m.,
grades 4&5 at 1:30 p.m. and
Johnston grades 1-3 at 1:15
p.m. and Smith grades 6-8 at
1:40p.m.

« National Association of
Retired Employees Chapter
1400 meets at 11a.m. at OYCC.
Call 378-6605 for details.

» Huachuca Area Retired
Teachers Association meets at
OYCCat1l0am.

« The EMployment Assistance
Program of Army Communty
Service is sponsoring a
“Interviewing Workshop” from
8:30-11:30 a.m. Call ROberta
Slpes at 533-6870 for info and
to register.

b Rollerskating at Youth 23
Services, Bldg. 49013 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Call 533-
3205 for details.

* Youth Services at 24
Bldg. 49013 has open
recreation from1-8p.m.
Call 533-3205 for info.

25 « San Pedro Kiwanis
Helldorado Setin
Tombstone from 1 p.m.

* The Vigilantes at the

at458-9647.

* Army Family Team

offered at the ACS

33686 to register.

meets at noon in the Crystal
Room of Thunder Mountain
Inn. Contact Nilda Townsend

* Thunder Mountain Bridge
Club meets at 12:30 p.m. at
Thunder Mountain Inn. Call
Dianna Smith at 432-3883.

Building Level Il Training

Conference Room from
5:30-9p.m. This course
is only offered once a
quarter. Contact 533-

26

« National Association 27
of Retired Employees
Chapter 1400 meets at 11
a.m.atOYCC.

« Put Prevention Into
Practice (PPIP) & Health
Promotion Class meets
from2-3:30p.m. at
MCC. Call 533-2246 for
additional info.

* Army Family Team
Building Level Il Training
offered at the ACS
Conference Room from
5:30-9p.m.

« Cochise Toastmasters
meets at Landmark Café
from 6:30—8:30 p.m. Call
Toni Reeves at 538-7502.

« LaSalida Del Sol Lions 28
meet at Thunder Mountain
Inn at6:45a.m. Call Lee at
378-1399 for details.

¢ SVParks & Leisureis
sponsoring Movies at the
YC alday. This eventis
free and open to youth
ages 11-17 years of age.
Call 459-4377 for info.

* Army Family Team
Building Level Il Training
offered at the ACS
Conference Room from
5:30-9p.m. .

« Protestant Youth
Program “Teen Desert
Disciples” meetat 7 p.m.
Call Chaplain Jesse King
at 533-6731 for details.

* SV Optimist Club 29
meets at 6:30 a.m. atthe
Landmark Café. Call John
Schirmer at 378-1062.

« National Association of
Retired Employees Chapter
1400 meets at 11a.m. at
OYCC. Call 378-6605 for
details.

* Women’s Equality Day
Celebration at La
Haciendabeginning at
11:30.

* Early Release for Fort
Huachuca Schools. Myer,-
Kindergarten @ 1:20 p.m.
Grades 4 &5 @ 1:30p.m.
Johnston, grades 1-3 @
1:15 p.m. and Smith, Grades
6-8 @ 1:40 p.m.

* Rollerskating at
Youth Services, Bldg.
49013 from 6:30 —8:30
p.m. Call 533-3205
for details.

30

* Youth Services at 31
Bldg. 49013 has open
recreation from 1 —-8p.m.
Call 533-3205 for info.

MCC = Murr Community Center

MPC = Main Post Chapel

QY CC = Oscar Yrun Community Center

Army Family Team Building classes and information at Murr Community Center, 533-3686 or 533-2330
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1, 2, 3, BOOM!

Fort Huachuca Select Honor Guard
maintains precision through training

By Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

onfidently gpproaching thenervoudy

awaiting new members of the Fort

Huachuca Select Honor Guard, Cpl.
Everett Bainesisn't short on words bragging
about hisskillswith the 75mm Howitzer can-
non.

“Cannon number onenever misfires,” said
theMarksville, La. native. “1 mean never.”

Asthetop cannoneer onthe Honor Guard,
Baines knows all eyes are upon him and his
fellow comradeswhen the battery performsat
official miltiary functionsontheinstdlation or
ceremonid functionsoff post.

“If you missyour cue from the officer in
charge, you throw off theentireteam,” Gaines
said. “That can be pretty ugly.”

To maintain their precision and drill, the
Honor Guard performed opportunity training
Tuesday at Range 10. Thetraining provided
key hands-on instruction to several new sol-
diersrecently assigned to the Guard.

“We had abig changeover of personnel and
we a so had some extrarounds, so wedecided
to take advantage of thetraining opportunity,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Lynn Burns, noncommis-
sioned officer incharge, Fort Huachuca Select
Honor Guard. “ The new soldiers have to be
ableto perform in ceremonial salutes. To do
thisthey must be ableto load, be ableto fire
and know the proceduresof firing.”

Burnsparticularly wanted the new soldiers
not to be afraid of the cannon. He explained
thebiggest challengeisfor themnot to begentle
with thetrigger mechanism.

Elaborating on the trigger mechanism,
Bainessaid the cannonisanintimidating piece
of equipment.

“We go over al the safety measures be-
cause they are scared,” Baines said. “How-
ever they seethat I’ m one of the smallest guys
out hereand | can handleit, soit makesthema
bit more comfortable.”

During thetraining Baines, asthe primary
instructor, went over Preventive Maintenance

Checksand Servicesand how to assembleand
disassemblethe breach. The breach contains
thefiring pin, firing retainer pin, andthehandle.

One of the problems sol diersfirst encoun-
ter whenfiring thecannonisthey don’t pull the
handle hard enough causing amisfire.

“1t takes 45 pounds of pressureto pull the
breach handle,” Bainessaid. “ Soyou can’'t be
weak on your push ups and then come out
here.You can't bedl gingerly tryingto pull the
handle”

For many of thenew soldiers, they thought
being a part of the Honor Guard meant just
marchingwithriflesand performing traditional
drill and ceremonies. They did not expect D& C
toinclude being part of avery important func-
tion of the Guard - battery salutes.

Spc. Andre Richardson recalled watching
the Salute Battery fire off rounds at ceremo-
nies. Onthisday hewould bothfirealiveround
for thefirst time.

“I’'malittle nervousbecause | don’t want it
tobackfire,” Richardsonsaid. “I know I’'mgoing
tojumpthefirsttimewefire, but | know if this
isdonerightitwill look good.”

sthe NCOIC, Burnsprimary role

Aduring ceremoniesis to cue each

firer, but abig part of him wishes
hewasontheline.

“I don’'t get tofirethecannon,” Burnssaid.
“I' wish | could be out there. | remember dur-
ing the4th of July celebration, right beforewe
were to do the Salute to the Nation, a huge
gathering camejust to watch them. | wasproud
of my soldiers.”

Burns sometimes hasto put some boot in
the butt to enforcethe strict disciplinethat is
required asamember of the Honor Guard.

He knows that all eyes are upon his sol-
dierseach and every timethey areonthefield.
Heknowsthereisabsolutely no roomfor er-
ror.

“These soldiersexpect perfection and they
put alot of pressure on themselves,” Burns
said. “I just want to show them what atrue
soldier canbe.”

Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks

Above: Cpl. Everett
Baines, Fort Huachuca
Select Honor Guard, left,
cues Pfc. Steven Ball when
to fire during a dry
rehearsal. Left: Spc.
Braylon Jones gives
proper instruction to Spc.
Brandon Riveraon how to
pull the breach handle so
the round will go off.

POV from Page 3
facsmilecopiesof thevehicletitle. Other docu-
mentation needed is aletter of approval for the
vehidletoleavethecountry if thevehicleisleassad,
or if recently paid off, aletter of release. Asitis
very hardtoinspect adirty vehicle, makesurethe
vehicleiswashed and dried by the Vehicle Pro-
cessing Center, advisesWhite.

“Thisway when Form DD 788, thejoint in-
spectionformisfilled out, youand thecontractor’s
agentwill beableto properly inspect thevehicle

for any damagesincurred during shipment.” List
any lossand dl damagestoyour vehideinitem 13
on DD Form 788, making careful inventory of dl
itemsshippedinvehide, induding checking thein-
terior of your vehiclefor any transt damagesto
upholstery or heedliner. Itisalsoimportant tocheck
your tiresand theundercarriageof your vehicleto
ensureyour vehiclewasproperly tied down. After
youfed comfortablewithyour ingoection, Sgning
theingpectionform acknowledgesthecondition of

Hi! My name is Tawny. | am a sweet little
grey and orange female cat, who just
wants to love someone. | love people and
other animals. | would love to liven up
your house and be adored by you. My
adoption fee is $42, and with that | get
microchipped, my annual vaccinations,
aleukemiatest, spayed, and dewormed.

My name is Falcor, and | am a big orange
male tabby mixed with white. | would really
like some children to play with because |
am so tolerent of them. Please come and visit
me at the vet clinic, or better yet give me a
nice new home to go to. My adoption fee is

$42, which includes neutering,
microchipping, deworming, leukemia
testing and my annual vaccinations.

These and several other dogs and cats are available at the Fort Huachuca Veterinary Treatment Facility from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays through Fridays. The facility is now open
through lunch. For information, call 533-2767.

Pets of the Week

thevehicle. Thispart of themoveisnot much dif-
ferent thanworking withtheother contractorswho
havemoved your persond beongings.

If youfed uncomfortablewith any part of the
inspection, or the contractor’s agent, it
isimportant that you report your problemand do
not depart fromtheV PC until you havespokento
the contracting officer’s representative.
The COR may offer to settleyour claim, but ac-
cording to thetransportation office, you canhold

off andfilewithyour military damsoffice.

Also, if youshould discover additiond damage
after you have submitted your claim
and before the claim is paid out, an amendment
mustimmediately befiled. Allinall, thisisyour
POV. It is up to you to take a proactive and
protectiverolesothat your POV movesassmoothly
aspossible. For moreinformation contact theSherry
White at the Transportation Office
a533-5811.

I am abig fluffy, black and white female Akita
mix named Tia. | love to go on walks, or just
cuddle after a hard days work. lwould be an
excellent companion for your kids, even little
ones because |l am so gentle. All you need is
$52, and | get vaccinated, dewormed, a spay
and a heartworm test.

Want anew puppy? | am a black lab mix
puppy named Kate. I'm not all that hyper
and am already potty trained. | am friendly
with other dogs, and just want a family to
love me. | have already been spayed,
microchipped, and been given my
vaccines. All I need is a heartworm test
and a deworming, so | am only $22.
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In our own backyard:
Keep awatchful eyeto
protect our children

By Katherine Goode
Scout Staff

Samantha Runnion’s body found a day after her abduction,
CassandraWilliamson kidnapped from her bedroomandkilled, sur-
vivor Erica Pratt taken off the street corner from in front of her
home, DanielleVan Dam kidnapped and murdered, Elizabeth Smart
disgppearingfromher home, and now braveteensurvivors Jacqudine
Marissand TamaraBrooks—whenwill theviolencestop?

President George W. Bush saidin apress conferenceon Tues-
day Aug. 6, “ America schildrenand parentsarefacing awave of
horribleviolencefromtwisted crimina sin our own communities.”

He added, “The most recent statistics availabletdl aterrible
gory. Morethan 58,000 children areabducted by non-family mem-
bersannualy. Many of thesechildren arereturned homequickly, but
someare not. Federa, sate, and local law enforcement agencies
work every day tofindthesemissing children, andto punishseverdy
thosewho have committed crimesagaing them.”

Now with summer over, parentsfacean even greater concern
withther childrentraveling back andforth to schooal.

Spc. Stephen Ferreeof the Fort Huachuca 18th Military Police
said therewill beaconcentrated effort to detect * suspiciousactiv-
ity” asMPswill belooking out for the“wefareof our children.” He
explanedthat therewill beboth patrol carsand bike patrolswatch-
ingover childrenontheir way toandfromschool.

Nationdly, thewefareof our children hasled Bushto takepart
inajoint effort with the Department of Education, theNationd Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children, the Department of Justice,
the Department of Heal th and Human Resources, and the Federa
Bureau of Investigationtofocuson preventing crimesagaingt chil-
dren.

Asacollaborative effort between these agencies ahandbook
has been designed that is available to parents online at
www.missngkidscom.

As another measure to help protect our children, the Depart-
ment of Educationwill distributethe handbook to every publicand
privateschool inthecountry.

ConnieJohnson, principa for Generd Myer Elementary School
said some measures have been in place for along time. “We
teach children to never talk to strangers. We aso teach in the
kindergarten programthat if thereisaproblemtocal 911inemer-
gency Stuaionsonly.”

Weencouragekidsto godirectly home, towalk with someone
else, to not take candy from strangers. If the parentsor someone
elsepick thekidsup wemake surethat the personwho picksthe
child upiswhomthe parentshavelisted onthe [emergency con-
tact] card. Wea so encourage children that if someoneever tries
to approach them they shouldimmediately reportit.”

But the disappearance of Smart from her Salt Lake City home

.
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Dana Scott walks hand in hand with her daugther, Elissa
Scott on Elissa’'s fist day of kindergarten at Meyer
Elementary school. Safety is atop priority on the fort.

inJuneand last weeksterrifying 12-hour orded of teenagesurvi-
vorsBrooksand Marriss whowereabducted from apopular hang-
out, tied up, held a gunpoint and raped, showsusthat itisnot just
our younger childrenwe need tofocusupon.

“Safety isof utmostimportanceat Buena,” said ElaineCarlson,
assistant principal for BuenaHigh School. “ Anyonethat comes
intothebuilding that isnot saff or sudent must Sgninandif athey
arealegitimatevisitor then they will begiven abadge. Otherwise
they will be stopped by security and removed from the property.”

Explaining BuenaHigh School’sdosed campussheadded, “ Ev-
ery student leaving Buenahasto haveavalid pass, which means
they must have parental permissiontoleave. Weadso havefive
security guards, and dl day thereareguardsmonitoring the perim-
eter of thegrounds, the outside of thebuildings, aswell aswithin,
with security guards at all entrance and exit gates. We want to
ensurethe safety of al of our sudents.”

Thissummer the horrific stories seem to be coming one after
another and during these “recent months, we have prayed and
worried with parentsastheir children havebeen kidnapped, andis
somecases, evenmurdered,” said Bush.

Back-to-school means
kids can get exams, shots

If you scheduleacomprehens ve hedlth-promotionand
disease-prevention examinationfor your children, you can
send them back to school thisfall knowing that they are
healthy andwell protected againgt disease. Theexamiscov-
eredasaTRICARE dlinicd preventiveservice.

At thesametime, haveyour children’simmunizations
brought uptodate. Thisisimportant for helthreasonsandis
now required by many school digtrictsaround thecountry as
aprerequisitetoachildregistering for school.

Immunizationsare a so regarded asclinicd preventive
services, and age-appropriate dosages and vaccines—ac-
cordingto current guidelinesof the Centersfor Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, American Academy of Pedliatrics Ameri-
can Academy of Family Practice, and American Medical
Association—will beprovided for thefollowing diseases

- Diphtheria,

haemophilusinfluenzatypeB,
hepatitisA,

hepatitisB,

influenza,

meadles,

mumps,

pertusss,
pneumococcal disease,
poliomyditis

rubdla,

tetanus, and

- vaicdla

Theseservicesdo not requirecareapprovals. If youare
aTRICARE Primebeneficiary, youmust useaprovider as-
sgned by your primary care manager or useanetwork pro-
vider. If neither aPCM-approved nor anetwork provider is
availableunder the TRICARE Primeaccess.

Althoughit ssemstherehavebeen morechildren abducted this
year, expertssay thissummer isn't very different than othersincon-
cernto childabductions. Annudly, thenumber of caseshas't been
increasing, but nationa mediaattention hasgrown.

“Parentsarehyper-vigilant,” said Nancy McBride, director of
prevention education for theNationa Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. “We rehaving aterriblesummer. Theré sheenone
right after the other. The media is covering these cases, and the
perceptionisthat the cases are on therise, even though that’ s not
true”

Bushsadthatiswhat parentsneedto be hyper-vigilant. Parents
needto betheonesthat ultimately teach their children about Stranger
danger, perhapseven setting up neighborhood safehouses.

But knowing all theinstruction intheworld may not help our
children, heended hisconferencewith, “May God continueto pro-
tect America schildren.”



