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Conference next week

The All Source Analysis
System Users Conference,
hosted by TSM ASAS, will
be held on Tuesday and
Wednesday. The conference
isopento al interested per-
sonnel.

There is a $10 registra-
tion fee. For information and
registration, call Capt. Jake
Crawford at 538-7218 or
crawfordj @hua.army.mil;
Diane Rabb at 533-3504,
rabbd@hua.army.mil. orMgj.
EvaBranham at 538-8316,
branhame@hua.army.mil.

Town Hall Tuesday

Resdentsof Hall Circle, and
Hanna, Patch, Fuller streets
(Gatewood Community) are
encouragedtoatendatownhall
meeting, 6-7 p.m. on Tuesday at
theMurr Community Center.

The 306th Military Intelli-
gence Battalion isthe sponsor-
ingunit.

For moreinformation, call
Sgt 1t Class Randy Flores at
533-2626 or 249-7863.

The meeting will address
housing areaissues projectsand
improvements.

SILC set

The Senior Intelligence
Leaders Conference will
take place from Sept. 22-26.
All information regarding the
conference can be found on
the Web site at: http://
www.intel.army.mil/events/
silc2003/home.asp.

Move rescheduled

The Garrison Commander
and his headquarters staff’s
move planned for today and
Friday to building 41402,
Rodney Hall on Boyd Avenue
has been postponed until mid-
October.

INSIDE

Atriptolraq

A widow of Sept. 11,
2001 relates her experi-
ences in Irag. She and two
others traveled there to
thank the soldiers.

Page 2

Gen. Byrnes visits
TRADDOC commander
comesto Fort Huachucaand
sees close-up how the Mili-
tary Intelligence schools
teach their students.
Page 3

Patriot’s day

After the soot and dust
settled on Sept. 11, 2001
many lives were changed.

One of the casualty’s of
theattack onthe World Trade
Center was Fire Marshall
Ronald B. Bucca.

His sonisnow asoldier
and talks of that day, his de-
cisiontojointhe Army and
hisfuture.
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Meet two soldier’swho
joined the Army with a
resurgance of patriotismfol-
lowing theattack on America.
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We remember we honor.
we celebrate our freedom

We are America

Americans, left to right, Kirsten Dillingham, high school senior; LaMeta Benford, mother, wife and teacher; Jianna Legaspi, 4; Sgt. Luis E. Espinal,
Company A, 306th Military Intelligence Battalion, Ken Bowles, Department of the Army civilian with the Army Substance Abuse Program; Susan L.
Johnson, disabled Army veteran and James C. Benford, 10, student.
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Photo illustration by Elizabeth Harlan

Twoyear shavepassad; memoriesgill grong

Two years have passed
since the terrorist agents of
hatred and fear committed
their attack on America on
Sept.11th, 2001.

On this second anniver-
sary of that day, we pause
to remember and honor the
innocent men, women, and
children who perished in
those sensel ess acts of ter-
rorism in New York City,
Washington, D.C., and
Pennsylvania.

Our observances on Sept.
11 also serve as areminder
of the heroes—soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and Marines—
who have lost their livesin
operationsin thewar against
terrorism.

We will not forget, and
will long honor, their devo-
tion to this country and the
principleswe hold dear.

Soldiersarefighting to-
day on behalf of our Na-
tion—they are a critical
component of the Joint
Team, prosecuting the war
onterrorism.

In 120 countries around
the globe, our soldiers are
serving bravely on thefron-
tiers of freedom, and they
and their families set the

Sept. 11, 2001

standard every day for self-
less service. For more than
228 years, the Army has
never failed the American
people, and it never will.
We can all bejustifiably
proud of theArmy’sachieve-
mentsin fighting terror and
bringing liberty to the op-
pressed. The Taliban and al
Qaeda are no longer terror-
" o izingtheciti-
zens of Af-
ghanistan.
The brutal
regime of
Saddam
Hussein has
been forc-
ibly re-
moved. Op-
erations En-
during Free-
dom and
Iragi Free-
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dom are vital parts of this
Nation’sunyielding campaign
to destroy international ter-
rorismandtorestoreglobd sa
bility.

We pause today to honor
those lost two years ago,
those lost in the long days
since Sept. 11, and all of their
families.

Thewar onterrorism has
demonstrated that our Na-
tion and our Army areup to
the task thrust upon us. We
acknowledge the enduring
contributions of the Army
during the past two years,
and our commitment remains
constant. When the Nation
calls, wewill fight and win
decisively.

We are proud of you, our
Army family—soldiers, civil -
ians, retirees, veterans, and
your families, and you areal-

ways foremost in our
prayersand inour actions.

Thank you for your ser-
vice, for your sacrifices, and
for your steadfast devotion
to duty. Your courage, dedi-
cation to duty, and selfless
serviceto the Nation arethe
hallmarks of the U.S.
Army.

God bless each and ev-
ery one of you and your
families, God blessour mag-
nificent Army, and God bless
America

PETERJ.SCHOOMAKER
GENERAL, UNITED STATES
ARMY
CHIEF OF STAFF

LESBROWNLEE
ACTING SECRETARY OF THE
ARMY
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ZCommentary

‘When do | return?

Widow travels to Iraq to thank troops

BY CHRISTY FERER
ARMY NEWS SERVICE

Whenl toldfriendsabout my
pilgrimageto Iraqto thank the
U.S. troops, their reactionswere
underwhelming at best.

Somewereblunt. “Why are
you going there?” They could
not understand why it wasim-
portant for me, awidow of the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, to ex-
pressmy support for themenand
women stationedinthe Gulf to-
day.

But thereason seemed clear
to me. Two hundred thousand
troops have been sent halfway
around theworld to stabilizea
culturethat breedsterrorigslike
thosewhol believebeganWorld
War [11 on Sept. 11, 2001.

Reectionat homewasso po-
litely negativel began to doubt

my role on the first USO
Tribecalnditutetour into newly
occupied Irag where, on aver-
age, a soldier aday iskilled.
Besides, with Robert DeNiro,
Kid Rock, Rebecca and John
Stamos, Wayne Newton, Gary
Seniseand LeeAnnWomack,
who needed me?

Didthey redly want to hear
about my husband, Nell Levin,
who went to work as director
of New York Port Authority on
Sept. 11 and never camehome?
How would they relate to the
two other widowstravelingwith
me?

Ginny Bauer,aNew Jersey
homemaker and the mother of
three who lost her husband,
David, and former MarineJon
Vigiano, whologt hisonly sons
— Jon, afirefighter, and Joe, a
policeman.

As we choppered over
desartsthat looked likebleeched
bread crumbs, | wonderedif I'd
fed like astreet hawker, pass-
ing out Port Authority pinsand
baseball capsas| said “thank
you’ tothetroops.

Would ahug frommemean
anything at dl in the presence
of the Dallas Cowboy cheer-
leadersand aVictoria's Secret
modd?

Wearrived at thefirgt “ meet
and greet.” 1t made me weep.
Armedwith M 16sand saddle-
bags of water in 120-degree
hest, the soldiersswarmed over
the stars for photos and auto-
graphs.

When they heard atrio of
Sept. 11 family memberswas
aso in the tent, it was asif a
psychic cork on an emotiona

damwas popped.

Soldiersfrom every corner
of New York, Long Idand and
Queens rushed toward us to
express their condolences.
Somewanted to touch us, asif
they needed aphysical connec-
tionto our sorrow andfor some
living proof for why they were
there.

One mother of two from
Montanatold meshesigned up
because of theterrorist attacks.
Dozens of others told us the
samething. Oneyoung soldier
showed me his metal bracelet
engraved with the name of a
victim he never knew and that
awful datenoneof uswill ever
forget.

In fact, a every encounter
with the troops a surge of re-
sarviss—firefightersand cops,
induding many whohadworked
the rubble of Ground Zero —

cameto exchangeahometown

Their glassy eyesdtill donot
allow anyoneto penetrate too
farinddetotheplacewherether
traumaislodged; thetraumaof
devadtationfar greater than any-
onewhohadn't beentherecould
evenimagine.

It'stherein me, too. | had
forced my way downtown on
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that avful morning, convinced |
could find Neil beneath the
rubble

Whét | wasnot prepared for
wasto havesoldiersshow usthe
World TradeCenter memorabilia
they’ d carriedwiththemintothe
streetsof Baghdad. Othershad
dearly beenholdinginstoriesof

See WIDOW, Page 5

BY CHAPLAIN (MAJ)
DENNISR.NITSCHKE
NETCOM, DEPUTY
COMMAND CHAPLAIN

“...\\Ael| done, good and faithful ser-
vant! You have been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come
and shareinyour master’'shappiness!” Matthew 25:21

Thisweek Chaplain (Col.) ReesRyder Stevensretires
after 24 yearsof serviceinthemilitary. He served asan
enlisted Marineand later asachaplain at Fort Bragg (N.C.),
Fort Bliss (Texas), Germany, three combat zones and Fort
Huachuca. Hedid what needed to be done by achaplain
— hecared for soldiersand their family members. He's
now off to do great and wonderful thingsashe*“transitions
tothecivilian sector” in Washington State.

Stevens sees hisposition asachaplain asavocation, a
call from God, to do God'swork intheworld. | submit to
you, dear reader, that the military itself isavocation, be-
causeno onereally seesthisas“ajob” andlastslong. If
you are to have an impact on others in the military you
haveto seeit asacalling.

Noticel didn’t say, “be successful” because successis
more than rank and status. Serving in avocation, success
ismeasured by lasting impact on others. Stevens' impact is
measured by how many soldiers from all over the Army
(and even members of other services) call on him for as-
sistance or remember his ministry to them from years ago.

Ashe prepared for “transition,” the phone and e-mail
were busy with messages of thanksgiving and remem-
brances. Hisshort timewith NETCOM raised the bar for
his followers because he set a high standard of work, in-
tegrity and cooperation. Truly he served as a*“good and
faithful servant” and will be missed. We ask God’s bless-
ingson him, Beverly and Eric asthey start another minis-
try together.

How about you? Can you see the “vocation” in your
life? Can you see how your position in the military, the
household, or inthefamily isa“vocation” — acalling from
God to do your best in creation and |eave an impact?

What you do isimportant; what you do means some-
thing. A “mom” isavocation, asisa“dad,” “brother” or
“sister.” Beinga“sarge” can be avocation asyoung pri-
vates and captains ook to you to lead them and train them
to do theright things.

Beingthe“Old Man,” (noticetheArmy doesn’'t have“Old
Ladies’) in the unit can be avocation as people look up to

you to set the standard.

Living your fullest, doing the best you can at what you
are called to do is your vocation. | ask you to look at
yourself in a new way — that you not only matter, but
that your being in the world has purpose— a Godly pur-
pose — to make the world that much better; to have an
impact where no one else could. And somewhere, some-
time, someone will recognize you as*agood and faithful
servant” and inviteyou to “ sharein your master’s happi-
ness.”

| would beremissif | did not memorializethetragedy
of Sept.11two yearsago. Itismy prayer, asI’msureitis
yours, that the people who died rest in peace, that the
familieswho lost loved ones find peace through the love
of God, that those responsible come to justice and that
those of our Armed Forceswho are fighting for freedom
remain safe and return home soon.

Itisalso my prayer that we remember Sept.11 not as
an event for anger, but as a symbol of what the United
States of America stands for — peace, liberty and jus-
tice. That we gather as apeopleto mourn and honor our
dead, to grace thelivesof theliving, to comfort one an-
other and to strengthen those in thefields of battle by our
resolve to trust them, stand with them and ask God to
protect them. Amen.

Scout on the Street

What isthe mogt important Army value?

Photos by Spc. Matthew Chlosta

“Integrity, because if
you don’t have your
integrity, you can’t
live up to the other
values. They're all
based on integrity.”

1st Lt. Mia Clements,
Company B, 304"
Military Intelligence
Battalion

Integrity. Because,
if you don’t have
your word, you

don’'t have
anything.”

Pvt. Daniel Flick,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Company
U.S. Army Garrison

“Respect. Respect
for yourself.
Respect for your
fellow soldiers and
respect for your
command. If
you've got respect,
everything else just
falls into place.”

Pvt. Aaron Lillemo,

“Integrity. Because
when you have
integrity you know
that it's right to
follow all the Army
values. That way
none of them get
left out.”

Pvt. Christina Nelson,
Company A, 309" MI Bn.

“Honor. Because it
encompasses all
the Army values.”

Spc. Elmer Flores, HHC
and USAG

“Integrity. Without
integrity in the Army
we couldn’t function
at any level. No unit
can function without

integrity from
combat service
support to infantry.”

Sgt. Anthony Burford,
Company B., 304" MI Bn.

Company A, 309" MI Bn.
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Vietnam vet Rev. David Roever inspires listeners at the
Living Army Values Days breakfast.

Byrnesimpressad with M1 < |ers, leaders

TRADOC commander
educated on Ml training
program during first visit to
Fort Huachuca

BY SGT. 1ST CLASSDONALD SPARK S
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

Inhisfirg visttotheU.S. Army Intelligence Center and Fort
Huachucaduring histenureastheU.S. Army Training and Doc-
trine Center commander, Gen. Kevin P. Byrnes|eft the historic
post impressed with theIntel Corps' soldiersand leaders.

Byrnes, who became TRADOC' s 11th commanding genera
last Novemnber, toured theingtdl ation Friday. Thetrip culminated
hisappreciation of theroleandimportance of what military intel-
ligencesoldiersbring tothebattlefield.

“I’veawaysbeen thoroughly impressed with what our intel-
ligencesoldiersdo for the operational commander,” Byrnessaid.
“That's why I’ve come here. | wanted to see how we grow
thesegreat soldiersintointelligence specidiststhat contribute so
well. And | aso wanted to see how those soldierstrain and what
theenvironment lookslike hereat thetraining base. | wasvery
impressed withwhat | saw here.”

During hisvisit hetoured the Black Tower training facility
and observed Unmanned Aeria Vehicletraining - something he
particularly looked forwardto.

“1 had the opportunity today to take alook at Hunter and
Shadow UAV training,” Byrnessaid. “I’ vesat inthe TOCs| Tac-
tical Operation Centers] and watched the picturesand I’ ve been
able to manipulate what it's [UAV] looking at and where the
target setsare. I’ veawaysbeen fascinated by what that allows
meto do asacommander.”

Byrnesa so had the opportunity to visit the Military Intelli-
gence Captain’sCareer CourseandtheM | Officer Basic Course.
Therehewasgiven briefingson the quality; depth and rigor of
the training doctrine future M1 leaders are given in the class-
room.

Mg. Gen. James* Spider” A. Marks, USAIC& FH command-

Army Values Days

Reverand David
Roever speaks at
111th. Ml

Bde.celebration

BY SPC.
MATTHEW E.CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

The 111th Military Intelli-
genceBrigade Chaplain'soffice
hosted Living Army Values
Days, for soldiers of the unit,
Wednesday and Thursday.

The eventswerekicked off
withan Inspirationa Breakfast
a La Hacienda at 6:30 am.,
featuringtheRev. David Roever
asguest speaker.

“Thepurposeof theeventis
toingtill Army valuesinour sol-
diers,” said Chaplain Kenneth
Hancock, 111th MI Brigade
chaplain. “Soldierswill get a
chanceto seethesevaueslived

ing genera, accompanied Byrnesdur-
ing hisvisit and washonored to exhibit
how the Intel Center supports
TRADOC's mission of training the
Army for war, developing leaders, es- g
tablishing standards, and buildingthe

Army of thefuture.

“Having General Byrnes come
out to see our wonderful Military In-
telligence soldiersand leaders speak
volumes for the M1 Corps,” Marks
said. “Fort Huachuca is one of the
Army’s premier training centers
within TRADOC and I’ m extremely
proud for our leadership to seefirst
hand our commitment to TRADOC's

mission.”

Marksadded, the dedication of Ml
soldierstothe Army’smissionisex-
hibited every day acrossthe globe.

“It'sapparent we continueto high-
light what we do and bring to the to-
tal Army mission,” Markssaid.

Speaking on theimportance and
tyi ng the Intelligence Center’ smis-

After breakfast and an introduction from
Hancock, ingpirationd spesker and Vietnamvet-
eran Roever spoke to the packed room for al-
most 45 minutes.

“I redlly appreciated| thesacrificesyoumake
for meand our country,” said Roever. “Noone
hereisunfamiliar withthe horrorsof war.”

Attheheight of the Vietnam conflict, Roever
received hisdraft noticeand joined theNavy as
ariverboat gunner.

Eight monthsino histour of duty inVietnam,
Roever wasburned beyond recognitionwhena
phosphorous grenade he was poi sed to throw
exploded in hishand. Hewashospitalized for
14 months, where he underwent 15 major sur-
geries.

“It'snotimportant what you don't have,” sad
Roever. “Itisimportant what you do have. The
firsg words| said after | got burned where, * God,
| fill believeinyou.””

Roever turned tragedy into triumph by ac-
complishing hisprewar goal of becoming a
preacher.

According to his Web site
www.daveroever.com, “Roever’ smessageis
one of hope. Using his war experience of

sionto TRADOC’s mission regard-
ing transformation, Byrneswas ada- Gen. Kevin P. Byrnes, TRADDOC commander, and Maj. Gen. James “Spider” A.

mant about what roleintelligence has Marks, commander general Fort Huachuca, discuss the Military Intelligence mission

infuturedoctrine.

and the training practices here.

loneliness, peer pressure, disfigurement and
pain, Roever talksabout solutionsto problems
such asdrug and al cohol abuse, drinking and
driving, suicideand low self-esteem.”

Since 1976, Roever has spoken face-to-
face with more than six million studentsin
public schoals.

The seven Army values areloyalty, duty,
respect, selfless service, honor, integrity and
personal courage.

During his talk at LaHacienda, Roever
spoke about one of the seven Army values, loy-
alty, including hisexperiencesinwholesomere-
lationshipswith his parents, wifeand children.

“Thisodyssey never stops,” said Roever.
“1’m going to help Americaremember. We
will never forget, what your doing.

Roever concluded with, “I loveyou all. |
really do. God blessyou.”

Wednesday evening and early Thursday
morning Initial Entrance Training students
fromthe 305th M1 Battalion and 309th M| Bn.
attended motivational classesat Eifler Fitness
Center.

The Living Army Values Days finished
Thursday evening with areligious service at
Kino Chapel.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks

“Itisabsolutely critical,” Byrnessaid. “ To me, intelligence
isthe very first vital ingredient of getting any job done. It's
getting theread on theenemy. If wegoinand havetofigureit
out for ourselves on the ground - then we' re going to pay the
pricewith blood.”

Byrnes continued adding, “ TRADOC hasto bepluggedin
toaninformationfield that can supply commandersthe I ntel
picturefrom any source - whether itisnational, sister service
or coalitionforces.

“That Intel picture hasto be broadcast to the commander
on the ground that needs it at any level - regardlessif it'sat
battalion or company level,” Byrnessaid. “ It'sabsolutely criti-

cal. Otherwisewe' Il haveto do thingstheway our ancestors
diditanditsnudgingit out, fighting for intelligence.”

Healso highlighted itsimportant the Army leverage
thetechnol ogiesthat are availableto soldiersand leveragethe
capability of our soldiers.

“We've often said it’snot about the caliber of the weapon,
but the caliber of the soldier,” Byrnessaid. “Andinthefuture
we' regoing to havealot of extragadgetsand capabilities, but
unlesswe havetop quality, well-trained, confident soldiers, then
we' |l losethat edge asan Army. Our intent hereat TRADOC
isto keep that edge. Our mottois* Wheretomorrow’svictories
begin.” We' re going to keep that alive.”

|t'sfree; Feed your brain 24 hoursaday

BY JOANKRAAK
COMPUTER SPECIALIST

Areyou awarethat Army
Active Duty, Nationa Guard,
Reserves, and Department of
the Army civilianshave access
to 1500 courses in Business,
Interpersona Skills, and Infor-
mation Technology at not cost
tothemselves? Itisavailable
through the U.S. Army e-
Learning partnership license
with SmartForce. Thispart-
nership has been around for
a few years now. The
courses are offered over the
Internet and are available 24
hours a day, seven days a
week. Just go to http://
usarmy.smartforce.com to
see what this program can
offer you.

This new initiative is e-
Learning. e-Learningisade-
velopmental tool that you can
utilize in your own time and
at your own pace. e-Learn-
ing isnot intended to replace
ingtructor-ledtraining courses,
it is designed to supplement
traditional methods and pro-

videgrester opportunity for skill
development.

Thegoal isto support your
‘educationa curve throughin-
novativeonlinesoftware. With
online learning, you can ook
forward to accessing online
programsthat are capabilities-
based and highlight organiza-
tional skills. These online
courses can be utilized asref-
erence tools to help answer
your day-to-day questionsor
for your training devel opment.

Thisenvironment provides
youwith:

* State-of-the-art courses

* On-line subject matter
expertsand mentors

* On-line meeting rooms
and white boards

» Chat rooms with other
students

* A vast technical library
of articles, white papersand
recorded seminars conducted
by theindustry’sleading ex-
perts (you do not need to be
taking any courses in
SmartForceto usethislibrary)

These courses are two to
four hoursin duration and do

not haveto becompletedinone
gtting (for example: onecourse
can be completed over afour-
week period infifteen-minute
intervals). Pleasefed freeto
navigate through any of these
coursesat anytime.
Regigrationfor thistraining
software has been automated

with the Army Training Re-
quirementsand Resources Sys-
tem. ATRRS will verify your
digibility for theprogramandit
will aso post successfully com-
pleted coursestotheuser’sof-
ficial ATRRStraining record.

Toregister, gototheweb site
of http://

Army photo

On line education is available around the clock.

usarmy.smartforce.com. Look
for thebox that ismarked Reg-
ister foraUSArmy e-Learn-
ing CBT Account. Follow
the instructionsin this box.
You do need an AK O account
in order to register for
SmartForce.

If youwant to seeacata-
log of what courses
SmartForce offers, go to
http://usarmy.smartforce.com
andlook for thebox titled Get-
ting Started Guide. At the
bottom of this box is a tab
called Catalog. Click onthe
word Catal og and adocument
will openlisting the different
courses that you can take
with SmartForce.

To get credit for acourse
completion, students must ob-
tain ascore of 70 percent or
higher to pass. Thenicething
isthereisno penalty if astu-
dent failsatest. Thismeans
that you can take the test
againif you do not make 70
percent thefirst time.

You can aso receive Pro-
motion Points. Promotion
pointsarevalid under military

education for completion of
Vendor-based e-Learning
courses. Course completion
with credit/course hours must
bereflected in ATRRS prior
to awarding promotion points.
Promotion pointsare awarded
under the same guidelines as
correspondence course (five
credit hours = one promotion
point). These courses were
previously listed as Smart
Force e-learning courses.
Once you have completed a
courseit will be put into your
ATRRS record.

You can find moreinfor-
mation about thisprogram on
the Army Knowledge Online
Web site at https://
www.army.us.mil. Onceyou
areinto AKO, goto the Self
Service section on the left
hand side of the web page.
Click on My Education. This
will open the Education Por-
tal. Onceyou areinthe Edu-
cation Portal, click on Army
CBT AKO Portal Pagelink.
Thiswill takeyou to asection
that hasall kinds of informa-
tion about SmartForce.
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The attack on a
loss of a father: »

One son’s

journey

BY SPC.MATTHEW E.CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

Two sticks, adash and a cake with astick down, wasthe
code lead hijacker Mohammed Attaphoned to co-conspira-
torsin Germany announcing the attack date, 11-9, whichis
now know to be 9-11.

Billions of people around the world woke up to acrisp
and beautiful late summer day on Sept. 11, 2001.

They ate breakfast and went to work like they would
do on any other normal day, at any other time of the year.

They thought it would be atypical day. That day would
not betypical. That day would be a photographic freeze
framein history.

That year would never seem to havean end. That year
would last forever and change a country’sfuture, its des-
tiny and its placein theworld.

Therewould be two ways of looking at the world from
now on for Americans.

Now there was before 9-11 and after 9-11.

3,125 liveswould be changed forever that day, by people
they had never known - people they had never heard of -
peoplethey had never seen - people they never would.

3,124 of those people woke up Sept. 11 entering the last
day of their life.

Person number 3,125, Spc. Ronald L. Bucca, Company
D, 309th M1 Bn. was getting ready for class during his
senior year at Tulane University, La., Sept. 11, 2001.

After Spc. Bucca heard about the attacksin New York
City, he called home, because he knew hisfather, Fire De-
partment of New York Fire Marshal, Ronald P. Bucca, Man-
hattan Base, was working that day.

Spc. Bucca’'smom, Eve Bucca, told him hisfather had
caled.

Buccahad called her that morning and
said, “A plane went into the trade
centers and I’m on my way down
there.”

Eve was on her way to the hospi-
tal to set up atriage unit to help with
blood donations, because there would
bealot of casualties.

Spc. Bucca was told by his mother
to stand by and wait for news about his
father’s whereabouts.

Friendsand relativesin NY C told him,
“Asthey got it they would let me know,”
said Spc. Bucca.

Spc. Buccaand hisfamily werea sowor- §
ried about his sister, Jessica, who was work-
ing at her office near Grand Central Station
in Manhattan that morning.

“Shewas actually at her office,” said Spc.
Bucca. “After the attacks, since none of the
transportation wasworking, she actually walked |
to my uncle’s house. Heisretired, so he was
home. Hewas ableto let her in and look after %
her. They were able to contact my mother and '
let her know that she was OK.” {

“I"'m sure that was another concern on my
father’s mind when he went down there,” said
Bucca, “to make sure she was safe.”

Buccamadeit up to the 78th floor of the South
Tower that day. He scrambled up the stairwell with
hisboss, Supervising FireMarshal Jimmy Devery trail-
ing afew steps behind.

Devery fell behind the fleet-footed Bucca and he
stopped on the steps of the 51st floor as Bucca contin-
ued up to thefire floor, where he heard screams.

Devery then hel ped a badly burned women maneuver
down ten flights of steps, then into an actual working el-
evator, near thefortieth floor.

Devery lead hisinjured victim through the South tower
lobby and outside to an ambulance. FDNY radio transmis-
sions showed later that Bucca had hooked up with another
firefighter on the 78th Floor, Battalion Chief, Oriole Palmer.

Palmer and Bucca fought the fire with a water hose,
while alternately hel ping people escape down the stairwells
and protecting injured survivors, who had been strewn
around the 78th floor lobby areafrom thejet’simpact.

Thefirst irony of that day was Eve had actually goneto
high school with Palmer.

At about 10 p.m. that same night, Spc. Buccacalled his
father’sfirehouse, Manhattan Base, to seeif they had any

(0

new information on his dad’'s
whereabouts.

“They said that ‘he was still
missing,’” said Spc. Bucca. “At
that point | tried to find away back
home. But, all the airports were
shut down for security reasons, so
| couldn’t book aflight. i

“So | wound up grabbing two of
my roommates,” said Spc. Bucca.
“We hopped in a car and drove
straight up to New York. It took
17 hours to get up from New Or-
leans.”

Spc. Bucca arrived in
NY Cinthelate hoursof Sept. 12.
He checked in with hismother first
and then tried to get down to “the
pile”

In the hours after the trade cen-
ters had fallen, volunteers,
firefighters, police officers, con-
struction workers and others all
started digging, asthey desperately
looked for survivors. They called
the site“Ground Zero” or “the Pile.”

“By the 14th | wasdown on ‘the Pile,”” said Spc. Bucca.

Spc. Buccasaid there was alot of chaos early on down
at“Ground Zero.”

“Security was very tight so at times| had trouble get-
ting down to the pile,” said Spc. Bucca.

But some of the firefighters, who knew Spc. Bucca's
father, helped him get down to “the Pile”, so he could help
dig and search for hisfather.

“One of thefirst times| got down there, there [were]
about three stories of debris and ash and twisted metal,”
said Spc. Bucca. “Everybody wastrying to do what they
could. They had the buckets and everything going.

“1 don’t know how helpful I was, but it was more so for
me,” said Spc. Bucca. “I felt the need to do something
and to beinvolved. | couldn’t sit around at the house. It
was good for me to get down there.”

Spc. Bucca said the search operation was organized
within five days of the towers collapse.

They hadadecent system set up and they had people
on shifts, so they could work around the clock
digging for survivors, added Spc. Bucca.

Spc. Bucca'suncle, whoisaNY C cop,
and about adozen other variousfamily mem-

bers, including two cousins of Spc. Bucca's,
who were firefighters, were down on the
pile helping search for hisfather.

“l was down there for a month and
then my dean called,” said Spc. Bucca.
“He said | had to return to school if |
wanted to finish the semester.

“My parents were really the ones
who pushed meto go to college,” said
Spc. Bucca. “So | had a talk with
my mother. Shetold meto go ahead
and go back to school and finish up
the semester, because | already had

ajob lined up for when | gradu-
ated.

“So | went back to school,”
said Spc. Bucca. “Then two
weekslater, they found [my fa-
ther] by one of the stairwells
with six other civilians. Luck-

ily for the most part he was
intact. We were pretty

thankful for that, because a

lot of familieswerenot able
to recover any remains, or they only found

asmall fragment of their loved ones.”

After analysisof FDNY radio transmissions from that
day, it was found that Buccaand Palmer had madeit higher
than other firefightersin either tower on 9-11.

Spc. Buccasaid it was the best of the worst situation.

That six weeks leading up to finding his dad’s body
caused alot of anxiety and anticipation, added Spc. Bucca.

“Ishearound? Ishenot?’ said Spc. Bucca. “He had
alot of military experience.”

Spc. Bucca's father had spent two years active duty
with the 101st Airborne Division, but most of his military
career was as a Green Beret with the Army Reserve's
11th Special Forces Group (Airborne) and later on as a
military intelligence analyst with the Defense Intelligence
Agency.

Another reason to hope for his father’s survival was,
“Healso fell in 1986 from afive-story building and sur-
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Spc. Ronald L. Buccajoined the Army in January. His father’s death on Sept. 11, 2001
was afactor in his change of career. Below, during happier times the senior Buccais
photographed with his son and daughter.

vived that fall,” said Spc. Bucca.

While a member of Rescue 1, the New York Fire
Department’sversion of Special Forces, Spc. Bucca'sfa-
ther fell five stories in an attempt to rescue a fellow
firefighter, severely injuring himself. He returned to full
duty within ayear and was nicknamed, “ The Flying Fire-
man.”

The expectation was according to Spc. Bucca, that if
anybody could survive the fall of the towers, his father
would.

“We had alot of faith in him,” said Spc. Bucca, “but
thereisonly so much the human body can do.”

Another irony in hisfather’s story, was that he helped
the FDNY investigate the first WTC bombing in 1993.

He had warned the FBI and many others based on his
own Army Reserve M| background and personal investi-
gation of several theoriesin the 1993 case, that the trade
centers were vulnerable to adevastating attack.

Spc. Bucca and his father were very close. He even
got an exact replicaof hisfather’s“little devil” tattoo on
hisleft shoulder, just like hisdad. The caption read “born
weird.”

After hisfall 1986, Bucca became a U.S. Army Re-
serve Warrant Officer. He worked for the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency asamilitary intelligence analyst, assigned
to the 800 MP Brigade, 3413 Military Intelligence Detach-
ment Reserve Unit, Uniondale, N.Y.

Buccastarted to open up moreto histwo children about
histhoughts on hisintelligence and fire investigation work,
after hisfall.

“l alwaysadmiredit,” said Spc.Bucca

Being steeped in hisfather’s background, lead to anatu-
ral progression for Spc. Buccain hisnext decision.

Spc. Bucca graduated from Tulane in May 2002 and
kicked around the idea of joining the Army for about six
months.

Spc. Buccasaid he liked the military, but he had afi-
nance degree and wasworking at abrokeragefirmin NYC.

After 9-11, “He had anew appreciation for the type of
work that hisfather was doing,” said Eve.

Spc. Buccawas going to become a stockbroker, but felt
different after Sept. 11th. After much thought, he said
that at thistime, defending the country should be his em-
phasis.

First, Spc. Bucca made sure his mother, sister and
grandparents were going to be OK with hisdecision.

Spc. Bucca's mother and grandparentsinitially werea
little anxious and nervous that something could happen to
him, added Spc. Bucca.

“But, at the sametime, they know me,” said Spc. Bucca.
“They knew this was something | needed to do. So they
are pretty supportive of it.”

“My mom always says, ‘I’'m my father’s son,’” said
Spc. Bucca. “She kind of expected it out of me after ev-
erything happened.”

In January 2003, Spc. Buccawent to arecruiter’s of -
ficein NYC, sat down and enlisted. March 3, 2003, he
went to Fort Jackson, S.C. for Basic Training.

After the attacks and his father’s death, Spc. Bucca
said hefelt some anger, but more so aconcern.

“After what | went through | really don’t want thisto
happen to anybody else,” said Spc. Bucca. “So|I’mgoing
todothebest | cantotry to prevent this. | felt the need to

See BUCCA, Page 7
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Thetowerscamedown; patriotism rose
two men becomesoldiersin terror’swake

BY SPC.MATTHEW E.CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

Sept. 11, 2001 began as another beautiful
fall day, when all of asudden theworld aswe
knew it becameavery frightening place.

Many Americansfelt helplessintheface of
pureevil. But, dowly and surely aresolveand
fighting spirit started to grow acrossthe coun-
try.

A deep well of reservetheterroristsdidn’t
anticipate started to call out to many Americans
inal waksof life, tolearn how tofight back.

Thesecitizensnever wanted to feel theway
they felt on Sept. 11, 2001, ever again.

Spc. Matthew Portonova, Company E, 309th
Military Intelligence Battalion wasworking on
Capitol Hill inhissecond year asalegidative
aide when he heard about the attacks on the
World Trade Center towers from co-workers
andtelevison newscasts.

Spc. Alex Vershinin, Company E, 309th Ml
Bn. wasat work asvice president of production
for an apparel manufacturing company, at the
corner of 36th and Broadway inNew York City
when he heard about the attacks on the WTC
towers from co-workers. He went up to the
roof of hisofficebuilding and saw thetowersin
flames. Lessthan two hourslater, he saw the
towersfdll.

“I felt helpless,” said Vershinin. “| tried to
cal everybody | knew. The phoneswerework-

Photos by Spc. Matthew Chlosta

Spc. Alex Vershinin

ing sporadically. | couldn’t get in touch with
anybody.

“I knew two peoplewho worked inthetow-
ers, collegefriends” said Vershinin. “They both
worked inthe North Tower. They bothmadeit

“1 was working on Capitol Hill,” said
Portonova. “I wasworking for congresswoman
DianeWatson; sherepresentsthe 33rd District
of LosAngeles.

“I wason Capitol Hill and | watchedon TV,
the second tower get hit by a plane,” said
Portonova

Soon after therewerereportsthat therewas
aplaneheaded for either the Capitol building or
for the White House, said Portonova. At that
timemany people started to evacuate the Capi-
tol Hill complex.

Portonovaevacuated a ong with everyone
else, including Congress.

“Therewasn't much of an evacuation plan,”
said Portonova. “It wassort of peopletakingit
upon themselvesto get out. So | went to my
apartment. | lived on Capitol Hill at that time.

“I walked to my apartment with someof my
other co-workers,” said Portonova. “Andthen
| watched therest of theeventson TV.”

Not tolong after the plane hit the Pentagon,
Portonovaevacuated.

Portonovadescribed the sceneashe evacu-
ated, “Weheard ‘ after explosions' [at the Pen-
tagon] from Capitol Hill and saw smoke.”

A couple of days later, Portonova and his
wifedrove by and saw the damageto the Pen-
tagon first hand.

With the attacks on Sept. 11 ashisprimary
motivation,

Vershininsaid hesigned up for theArmy as
soon ashehad an opportunity.

“I joinedinNovember 2002,” said Vershinin,

Portonovasaid hisdecisontojointheArmy,
“wasan ongoing process.”

“1 definitely joined because of September
11th,” said Portonova. “1 wanted to do some-
thing to help the country and to help national
Security.

Sept. 11 and the anthrax attacksweredouble
motivatorsfor Portonova

“Theanthrax attackson Capitol Hill, | was

Ciproandthingslikethat, because| frequented
the building wherethe anthrax wasfound.

“I redlized | wanted to do something for my
country,” added Portonova. “I wanted to de-
votemy lifeto nationa security.”

“Americadid not fed that therewasathreat
out there,” said Vershinin. “InAmerica, because
of thegeography, | felt that wehad afalsesense
of security, becausewewereacrosstheAtlan-
tic, that nobody could reach us.”

Portonovasaid another motivetionbenind his
decisontojointheArmy camefrom being from
central New Jersey and goingto New York City
all thetimeasakid. Hesaidthisgavehimthe
feding that both placeshe cons dered homehad
been attacked.

“It wasthefirst timesince Pearl Harbor that
our shoreswereattacked,” said Portonova

“I didn't think that wasagood thing,” added
Portonova. “Sol joined.”

“I 9gned upinJuneof 2002,” said Portonova.

Vershininsaid hisfamily wassurprised when
they heard about him joining.

“Now they support me 100 percent and are
very proud of me,” said Vershinin.

Portonova sfamily had asmilar reactionto
the newstheir son wasleaving Capitol Hill to
jointheArmy.

“My wife Emily wasmy biggest supporter
actually,” said Portonova. “She was the one
who helped convincemethat | should go ahead
and makethisdecison. My parentsweresome-
what shocked. But, they came around to the
ideafinaly.”

SincejoiningtheArmy, Vershininsaid hefeds
likeheisalot moreuseful if any sort of attack
happensinthefuture.

“| fed like | can do something versus the
way | felt that day,” said Vershinin, “whichis
complete, utter helplessness.

“If I had decided to do something, | couldn’t,”
said Vershinin. “1 did not know how. | did not
haveany skills. | wasnot useful at all.”

Portonovasaid hedefinitely feeslikeheis
contributing, referring to how he seeshimself
now, morethan ayear after hisdecisontojoin
theArmy.

“I fed likel’m helping and I’ m doing some-
thingthet could haveapostiveimpact for Ameri-

Spc. Matthew Portonova

when | wasworking on Capitol Hill.”

“| fedl likel am contributing to the security
of the U.S., 100 percent,” said Vershinin. “I
feel very good about myself for joining the
Army.”

Portonova said he would encourage other
peopletojointhemilitary.

Vershininisanative of Kiev, Ukraineand
hasbeenaU.S. citizen since 1991.

“Mywholefamily cameto Americain 1991,”
hesaid. Vershininnow callsCherry Hill, N.J.
home. “Wemoved herefor various reasons,
including economic instability, because the
[Ukraine] wasfalling apart.”

Therewasalack of freedom, lack of oppor-
tunity, and alack of educational opportunity in
the Ukraine, said Vershinin. Therewasanin-
creasing amosphere of anti-Semitism develop-
ingthere.

“l amforever grateful that my parentsmade
thedecisionthat wasvery hard for themto come
hereintheir age,” said Vershinin. “I'm defi-
nitely very grateful for everythingthat | wasable
toaccomplish here. | went to university herein
the United Statesright away. | had agreat job.”

Theattacksreally changed alot of lives,

TOWERS, from above

said Vershinin. Inthewhole perspective
of things, alot has changed.

October 2001, the United States |aunched
an attack of its own, Operation Enduring
Freedom, on the Taliban government in Af-
ghanistan.

The country’sgovernment, the Taliban, had
been harboring the Sept.11 mastermind
OsamaBin Laden.

They had been allowing himto train ter-
rorists, including someof theonesinvolvedin
the attacks on Sept. 11.

“I think peoplerealized that terrorism can
easily cometo thiscountry, asany other place
intheworld,” said Vershinin.

People are alot more security conscious,
whichisgrest, added Vershinin.

In March 2003, the U.S. launched a pre-
emptivewar, Operation Iragi Freedom, against
the dictator in Iraq, Saddam Hussein, to free
thelragi peopleand protect theU.S. fromany
futurebiologicd, nuclear or terrorist attacksorigi-
nating from Hussain'sregime.

Vershinin cited that many countriesinwar-
torn Europe, like hisnative Ukraine, grew up
wary of conflictsand war, inand outsidetheir
borders.

Vershininsaiditisnormal to besecurity con-
sciousin places overseas. When asked what
hewill dofor Sept. 11 thisyear, Vershininsaid,
“I'll probably goto New York City. | still have
alot of friendsthere.”

Vershininsaid heisaso very interested to
seewhat thecity isdoing for therebuilding at
“Ground Zero.”

“When | was |eaving they were making
fina decisionsabout how they were goingto
berebuilding downtown,” said Vershinin. “I'm

involvedinthat,” said Portonova. “I hadtoteke cans,” said Portonova “ Definitely moresothan See TOWERS below
very interested in how that isshaping up. Itis
going to make downtown alot morelivable
and alot moreinteresting.” gﬁ

“I’ve had a good experience,” said f». g : .
Portonovaabout hisdecisiontojointheArmy. - i-._,"". = e
“| think it'sagood thing. It makesyouamore ':" -

activecitizen and appreciate the freedomsthat
you do have.”

“1 consider all of the people serving with
me [to be] patriots,” added Vershinin.

Vershininand Portonovawill graduate next
Thursday fromtheir Advanced Individua Train-
ing, here. Portonovawill be stationed in Ger-
many with the 64th Replacement Battalion.
Vershininisassgnedtothesameunit, U.S. Army
Reserve800th Military Police Brigede, 3413 Mili-
tary Intelligence Detachment, Uniondale, N.Y.,
as Spc. Ronald L. Bucca's father, who was a
New York city firemarshal killed in the trade
centerson Sept.11.

Two years after the attacks on the U.S,,
the country haswon two warsin two differ-
ent countriesinits*War on Terrorism.”

Sept. 11, 2003 OsamaBin Ladenisonthe
run and suspected to bein hiding somewhere
along the Afghani stan/Pakistani border, after
the U.S. military defeated the Taliban gov-
ernment and began rebuilding Afghanistan.
His Al Qaeda terrorist organization isin
shambleswith most of the senior leadership
either dead, ontherun or in custody.

Sept. 11, 2003, in Irag, American soldiers
arehelpingthelragi peoplerebuildtheir coun-
try after the defeat of Irag’s oppressive and
brutal dictator Saddam Hussein, and histwo
sadistic sons.

Today the soldierswho joined because of
Sept. 11, 2001 don't feel “helpless’ anymore.

B

Scrub a dub

Festival.
Sierra Vista.

From front to rear, Sgt. Anthony Burford, Sgt. Jamie Catherman and Spc. Daryl
Perry, all members of Company B, 304" Military Intelligence Battalion, wash a car
Friday at the post main gate. Their company used the car wash to raise money for
their unit’s Family Readiness Group fund and for the company’s booth at the Fun
The Fun Festival takes place Sept. 19-21 at Veteran’s Memorial Park in

Photo by Spc. Matthew E. Chlosta

WIDOW, from Page 2

persona Sept. 11 tragedies.
USO handlersmoved usfrom
onecorner tothenext so ev-
eryone could meet us. One
firebrigade plucked thegroup
fromthecrowd, transporting
ustother firehousetocal on
thosewho had to stand guard
during the Baghdad concert.
It was al about touching us
and fedling the reason they
wereinthishell.

Back a SaddamHussain

arport, KidRock turneda“mest
and greet” into an impromptu
concertinasteamy airport han-
gar before 5,000troops.

A captain from the Bronx
tapped me on the back. He
joined the Army after some of
hiswife sbest friendswerelost
at the World Trade Center.
When heglimpsed the piece of
recovered metal from thetow-
ersthat | had been showingtoa
group of soldiershegrasped for

itasif itweretheHoly Grall.

Then he handed it to Kid
Rock who passed the precious
metal through the’5,000 troops
intheaudience. They lunged at
theopportunity totouchthested
symbolizing what so many of
themfdt asthepurposeof their
misson.

Looking into that sea of
kheki gavemechillseveninthe
blistering heat. To me, those
troopswerethereto avengethe

murder of my husband and
3,000 0thers.

When | got to the micro-
phone | told them we had not
made this journey for condo-
lences, but tothank themandto
tell them the families think of
themevery day.

They lift our hearts. The
crowd interrupted me with
chantsof “USAI USA! USA!”
Many wept.

What hgppened next left no

doubt thetroopsdrew inspira-
tionfromour tragedies. When|
wasfirgt asked to spesk tothou-
sandsof troopsin Quatar, after
Irag, | wonderedif it wouldfed
likea"grief for sale’ spectecle.

But thistime | was quak-
ing because | wasto present
the recovered World Trade
Center steel to General
Tommy Franks. | quivered as
I handed himtheicy gray block
of stedl. Hisgreat craggy eyes

welled up withtears.

Theseaof khaki fell Si-
lent. Then the proud four-
star general was unableto
hold back the tears which
streamed down hisfaceon
center stage before 4,000
troops. Asthismighty man
turned from the spotlight to
regain his composure |
comforted himwith ahug.

Now, when do | re-
turn?
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Community Updates

Parenting class on Tuesday
Colond Johnston Elementary will be host-
ing aparenting classon Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.
inroom 214. Thetopicwill be*Disciplinewith
Love” with IdaPedrego, counselor, asinstruc-

tor.

Thisclassisfreeand opentothepublic. Free
childcareand refreshmentswill be provided. For
moreinformation or to register, please call 459-8884 and leave

amessage.

Case lot sale Sept. 19-21

The Commissary CaseL ot Sdewill beheld on Sept. 19-21,
during norma commissary hours. Along with fooditems, house-
hold products and dog food will aso be available. For more
information, call 533-5540.

Blood drive in Eifler Gymnasium

There will be an Armed Forces blood drive 10 am. — 8
p.m., Sept. 23 and 24 in Eifler Gymnasium. For moreinforma-
tion, call 533-4723.

Spanish test at center

A Spanish college-level examination programtestisbeing
offered at the education center. Thetest isfreeto active duty
military, who must call to schedule thetest. Family members
may take thetest for $56.

The recommended credit hours are between six and 12;
Cochise College grants 15 semester hour creditsfor thetest,
whichinvolvesaudio and reading (dl multiple-choicequestions).
For moreinformation, call 533-2390/2047/5690/1701.

Range closures listed for this, next week

Rangeclosuresfor Sept. 11-17:

Today —AA, AB, AC, AD, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN,
AR,AU,T1,T1A, T2

Friday —AA, AB, AC,AD, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN,
AR, AU, AW,AY, T1, T1A, T2

Saturday —AB,AH, Al,AK,AL,AM,AR,AU, AV, AW,
AY,T1, T1A, T2

Sunday —AH, Al,AK,AL,AM,AR,AU,AW, T1, T1A,
T2

Monday — AH,Al,AK,AL,AM,AR,AU,AY,T1,T1A,
T2

Tuesday — Al,AL,AM,AN,AY, T1, T1A, T2

Wednesday —AG AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN, AR, AU

For moreinformation onrangeclosure, contact Range Control
at 533-7095.

MOAA dinner on Sept. 18
The Coronado Chapter of The Military Officers Associa-

tion of America, formerly The Retired Officers Association,
will hold itsmonthly dinner meeting for members, spousesand
guests at Fort Huachuca s L akeSideActivity Centre on Sept.
18. Thiswill bethefirst meeting subsequent to the summer
recess.

No host cocktailsarefrom 6-7 p.m., with dinner served at 7
p.m. Theguest speaker for the evening will be Marie Wurth,
vice president for human resources at the Sierra Vista Re-
gional Health Center. The topic of her talk will be changes
going on at the hospital and theimpact on the community.

For more information contact Chapter Secretary Chief
Warrant Officer (Ret.) Joe Gill at 458-4099 or email
joegill1@cox.net.

Training on Sept. 19

The 2003 Combined Federal Campaign for Fort Huachuca
and Cochise County isset to runfrom Sept. 29 - Nov. 7. Train-
ing for al unit representativesand unit key workerswill take
place Sept.19 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. and again from 1:30-3:30
p.m., inthe Greely Hall Auditorium.

Unit representatives and key workers may choose atime
that best suitstheir schedule. For information, or questionsabout
thistraining, pleasecall 2 Lt. Cheryl Reese, 538-6782, or email
cheryl.reese@netcom.army.mil.

Thereisakick-off luncheon for
the Combined Federal Campaign
onSept. 29, 11:30am.- 1 p.m., a
the LaHacienda Ballroom. The
36th Army Band will beproviding
music.

Thecostis$8 perticket. Cash
or checks, payableto LaHacienda,
are accepted.

Calling all recruiters

United States Army Recruiting is seeking highly motivated
and dedi cated non-commissioned officerstoassist in providing
the strength of America’'sArmy.

Anyone interested is encouraged to “take the challenge”
and learn how they can become a member of the recruiting
team. For more details, visit our Web site: http://
WWw.usarec.army.mil/recruiter.

Hispanic luncheon Oct. 2

“Honoring Our Past, Surpassing Our Present, Leading the
Future” isthe theme of a special luncheon commemorating
HispanicAmericans 11:30 am. to 1 p.m., Oct. 2 at LaHaci-
endahere.

The buffet-styleluncheon will feature Spanish cuisineand
isopentothepublic. Several military and civilian speakerswill
speak ontheir perspective of what Hispanic heritage meansto

The cost of the luncheon is $8.50. Tickets may be pur-
chased through Sept. 29 through several Equal Opportunity of-
ficesonpost. For ticketinformation, call: Fort HuachucaEEO
at 533-1717; 111th Military Intelligence Brigade EEO at 533-
3672; U.S. Army Garrison and 11th Signal Brigade EEO at
533-3672; and Network Enterprise Technology Command EEO
at 538-0909.

Command and general staff officers course

Majorsstill have an opportunity to enroll intherequired of -
ficer professional devel opment course here at Fort Huachuca.

Both phases | and |11 of the command and general staff
officer’s course will start in October and meet one weekend
each month.

The classroom option has numerous advantages over the
correspondenceversion, including:

*Both ahigher graduation rate and higher grade average;

*Workload sharing and interaction with active and reserve
component students;

* Professional and structured learning environment, and;

* Instructor support.

There are both a minimum and maximum number of stu-
dentsallowedin eachclass, soif interested in enrolling, please
contact Bill Purciello, purciellow@hua.army.mil, or 533-6514
(work) or 803-1129 (home).

Inventory Sept. 25, 26

Thelngallation Ammunition Supply Pointin Building 13522
will be closed for quarterly inventory Sept. 25-26. Emer-
gencies need to bedirected to Manny Bringas, ASP, at 533-
2512 or Jose Fierrosat 533-3617.

Career seminar Sept. 25

The Fort Huachuca Army Career
and Alumni Porgram i s sponsoring
apresentation by the Military Of -
ficers Association of America,

titled “Marketing Yourself a Sec- QR /
-/- }\y
= /

25 at the Cochise Theatre.

[tisfreeto both senior non-
commissioned officersand offic-
ers who are considering a transition
from the serviceinthefuture.

Col. (Ret.) Dick Crampton, deputy director of MOAA's
placement services, will make the presentation, which will
includetherealitiesof civilianjob competition, networking,
salary negotiations, civilian perceptions, how to strengthen a
resume, preparing for aninterview and salary and benefit
packages. For more information, call Nolan Cook at 533-
7314.

ond Career,” 1-3:30 p.m., Sept.

them.

School News

Myer Elementary School

Editor’s note: Myer School in-
formation was submitted by Diana
Beatty.

Kathy Bergman’'s fourth grade
class has been working together to
learn the class proceduresand rules.
They areworking on memorizing a
poem to present at the first school
assembly. The class congratulates
Jordan Mahanke and Gus Hedges,
the students of the week.

Jan Camp’s fourth grade stu-
dents have been busy reviewing
placevalue, sequencing, map skills
and kinds of sentences. In health,
the studentsarelearning about their
individual traits that make them
uniqueand specia. Congratulations
to the student of the week, Cory
Beatty.

Jan Barnes' fourth grade class
hasalready started itsfirst writing
project, reviewed place value and
numbersto amillion, and some stu-
dents have earned accelerated
reading points. Insciencethey will
be studying plantsand animalsthis
quarter. They are all working on
their literature series, “Tales of a
Fourth Grade Nothing.”

Lynn Tompkins welcomed her
class and everybody to a new
school year. Presently her fourth
gradeclassisstudying thedigestive
system and proper nutrition. The
have just finished reading
“Bunnicula,” by James Howe, and
they recommend the book for all

ages.

PriscillaMendoza sfourth grad-
ers are getting back into the full

swing of things, according to the
school.

EEE

The"Magdlan Running Program
to Youth Physical Fitness’ beganon
Sept. 2. Fourth and fifth graders
were allowed to walk/jog or run up
to 1 mile. Thenext week amileand
ahalf, next week up to 2 miles.

The goal isfor everyone to be
able to run or jog 1 mile and pass
themilerun portion of the Presiden-
tial Youth Fitnesstest. On Sept. 26
at 8:30 am. Myer School will host
itsannual faculty/staff/parent mile
fun/walk challenge. Studentswill
watch asthe adultsdemonstrate that
fitness is a lifetime commitment.
The publicisinvited to attend; stu-
dentswill be comparing their mile
times.

Maureen Brady’s fourth grade
art students started thisyear with a
unit on color. They made color
wheel sby mixing together thethree
primary colors of red, yellow and
blue and creating 12 different col-
orsto paint stenciled shapesfor their
wheels.

When the paint wasdry, they cut
out these shapes and glued them on
black paper in the shape of color
wheels. They are now working on
creating picturesin the style of the
French painter, Georges Seurat, who
developed “pointillism,” or painting
with dotsof color.

Brady’sfifth grade art students
started thisyear with aprintmaking
unit. They started with crayon etch-
ing and are now working on design-
ing foam printing plates with a
“genre” themeand including pattern
inthe scene. They will print three
printsand choose the best to mat and
writeahaiku about. They will also
learn how to sign and number their
printscorrectly.

Peer mediation interviews have
taken place, and peer mediatorsfor
the2003-2004 school year have been
selected. Fourth grade mediators
are: Kaitlyn Mannis, Daniel
Madarang, Kriztofer Cole, Caitlin
Bosse, Megan Connelly, Christina
Waller, Audrey Liepis (alternate),
Heather Mahfoud, Jacob Deinhardt,
Christopher Staggers, Anthony
Claderon, Taylor Robinson,
JemlynitteMegias, LeanaSams (al-
ternate), Deandre Cave, Marie
Allen, Tyler Gordon, Simone
Weaver, Francesca Dibiasio, Jas-
mine Gonzales, Derrick Gene, Rob-
ert Sanchez and Madison Byrd.

Fifth grade mediators are:
Hanna Platt,Kathryn Swafford,
Alyssa Navarro, Phillip Shulsky,
Nyyah Robinson, McKenzieFrishie,
Samatha Kolyer, Holly McNabb.
Austin Rider, Natalee Zufelt,
Malinda Archuleta, Gabby
Buensalido, Natalie Fife, Chad
Davis, Gabriele Lesieur, Chantel
Johnson, Daniel Harney, Oralnder
Anderson, Zachary Bomar, Octivea
Bentley, Benjamin Arbino, Justin
Graham and Denise Cowherd.

These students will receive
training after which they will have
duty once a week at recess time.
The peer mediation programisabout
“kidshelpingkids.” Thisaddresses
students who may have problems
with peers, have questions or need
any type of help. Lorrie Griffin,
Myer School behavior coach, will be
working with these students
throughout the year to makethisan

effective program.
EEE

TheMyer School Choir, under
thedirection of LindaDailing, will
begin a year of songs on Monday
from 2:40-3:25 p.m. The choir is
open for performance requests.
Song requests are welcomed, but
should beturned in early for those
special times, especially Christmas
and other holidays. For moreinfor-
mation, call Dailing at 459-8986.

In Terri Aguon’sresource room
class, kindergarten students are
working on their readiness skills.
Fourth and fifth graders aretaking
thelr pretest on brigance. Thisyear
the students will be encouraged to
read AR booksin classandintheir
sparetime. ErikaTaylor’sresource
room classisfilled with star students
who want to learn.

EEE

Myer School Library, under the
direction of Marsha Hamric and
KatrinaWhedlock, will be havingits
fall book fair, starting Sept. 25, and
running through Oct. 7. Cliffordthe
Big Red Dog will make an appear-
ance after school on Sept. 25. Stu-
dents have been refreshing their
memories on thelocation of books
and the order they go in. The stu-
dents have also been checking out
AR booksto earn pointsfor thefirst
AR auction.

The Magellan Running Club
started this past week, and there
werefivefourth-gradegirlswho all
had the maximum of 21 points. Four-
teen fourth-grade boys had the
maximum points. The top fourth
grade class was Jan Camps’ room
with 79 miles. Sixthfifth-gradegirls
had the maximum 21 points. Ten
fifth-grade boys had the maximum
points. Topfifth gradeclasswasVa
Quarto’sroomwith 87 miles. Last
week thekidsran 779 miles. This
week the kids can earn six fitness
pointsfor the week.

Teacher conferenceswill beheld
Sept. 15-17. Kindergarten will re-
leaseat 11:30 a.m., and fourth and
fifth gradesat 12:30 p.m. on these

days.

Odds ‘n’ ends
The new Sierra Vista Public

Schools calendar is posted at their
new Website. The address is:
WwWW.S erravistapublicschool s.com.
The BuenaHigh School calendar is
posted aswell.

A new homeschool information
network will be forming on Fort
Huachuca.

Parentswho home school, or are
justinterested in establishinga“wel-
come wagon” for arriving home
school families, may call Barronfor
moreinformation.

According to the school liaison
officer, parentswho home school a
childwhois6 asof Sept. 1, or less
than 16, should proceed with thefol -
lowing:

* File with the County School
Superintendent’s office an affidavit
of intent and a copy of the child's
birth certificate within 30 days of
starting home schooling.

* Notify the County School Su-
perintendent within 30 days of ter-
minating home school.

For information call Javier
Barron, school liaison officer at 533-
1133 or the County Superintendents
Officeat 432-8952.

School Age Serviceshasinvited
WaterWise to provide monthly
classesfor kindergarten, fourth and
fifth grades and for the middle
school’s4H program.

The classes start on Sept. 17,
from 2:30 - 3 p.m. for kindergarten
at CDC; Sept. 18, from 2:45-3:30
p.m. for thefourth and fifth grades
at SAS; and Sept. 25, from 3:30 -
4:30, for themiddle school at Youth
Services.

WWESwil beproviding aclass
and presenting the groundflow model
to Quarto’s fifth-grade class at
Myers Elementary on Sept. 15 at
9:30am. On Sept. 16, WWESwill
present the Enviroscapeto the same
class.

The Enviroscape is a hands-on
model of atown, which showschil-
dren how pollutants can get into the
water supply, and how people can
preventit.
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do something.

“I think it is one of the noblest thingsa
human can do, joining a cause because of a
personal tragedy,” said 1st Sgt. James Broun,
first sergeant, Company D, 309th M| Bn.

“| decidedtotakeaproactivemeasure,” said
Spc. Bucca. “Sol decidedtosignupasa96B.”

Accordingto Spc. Bucca, hefeelsasa96B
(intelligence analyst), he can help the country
themost. Hisfather taught himalot of informa:
tionthat Spc. Buccasaid hecan put to useinthe
fidd.

Inasearch for anoble causeand something
that inspiresother citizensto becomesoldiers,
thisisthebest onehehasseeninhis17 yearsof
service, said Sgt. 1st Class Jarrod McNabb,
Company D, 309th M1 Bn.

“1t makes the hair on the back of my neck
stand up,” said McNabb.

“I think hejoined becausehetruly feltacall-
ingtoit, tothework,” said Eve. “I’'mvery sup-
portiveand very proud of him.”

Whentaking about what hisdad might think
of him joining the Army, Spc. Buccasaid, he
and his father had actually talked about Spc.
Buccajoining themilitary, afew timesbefore.

“His concern was that because hewasin,
he didn’t want meto go in at the same time,”
said Spc. Bucca, “in case awar was to break
out or something wasto happen.”

Throughout Spc. Bucca'slife he has been
knownas“Lil’Ronnie’ and hisfather wascdlled,
“Big' Ronnie”

“Also, he had worked hard,” said Spc.
Bucca. “I had worked hard to get to college.
Hekind of wanted meto pursuethat avenue.

But, | think he'd be proud of me,” added
Spc. Bucca. “1 kind of look to him for support a
lot. I’'msurel have an extraangel up there.”

“1 think hewould have been very proud of
hisdecison,” said Eve, about what her husband
wouldthink of Spc. Bucca sdecisontojointhe
Army.

“Hisfather and | tried to raise Ronnieand
hissister asindependent thinkers,” said Eve.

“I'm still in the training phase,” said Spc.
Bucca. “I’mkind of anxiousto get out there, in
thereal lifeand start to makeadifference.

“Hopefully, | will make adifference, make
theworld alittlesafer,” said Spc. Bucca. “My
main goal isto do somethingin the Global War
on Terrorism. I’'mtrying my best to makesure
it doesn’t happen again.”

Spc. Buccasigned upfor four yearsandisn't

sureif hewill maketheArmy acareer.

“A lotisgoing to depend onthecurrent Situ-
ationwhenmy contractisup,” said Spc. Bucca.
“If | fedl that someway thenation asawholeis
alittlebit safer, that there has been changesin
theintelligencesystemandif thefeding of safety
hasreturned. Then!’ll probably get out.

“If thereisdtill alot tobedoneout there, I'll
probably stay in and continue,” added Spc.
Bucca

It can't go back to the way it was, added
Spc. Bucca.

“By no meansisthiswar over,” said Spc.
Bucca. “Itisgoingto beawhilebeforewehave
the security we enjoyed
before Sept. 11th.

Anyonecan help out,
said Spc. Bucca. Just be
more aware of your sur-
roundingsand report sus-
piciousactivity.

“Wedtill havealong
waysto go, especialy in
our intelligence commu-
nity,” said Spc. Bucca
“Asfar astaking preven-
tive measures, we were
successful in Afghani-
stan, and we seemto be |
successful inlraq.”

Spc. Bucca said he
thinkspeoplewhojoined
becauseof Sept. 11thare
grest.

“It is great that they
joined,” said Spc. Bucca

“I'mvery grateful to
them,” said Eve. “My
heartiswith every single
family that has someone
inservice.”

“For me, there is a
persond tietoit,” said Spc. Bucca. “ They adso
have personal ties, but not asimmediate. So
for them to step up and join, | think is even
moreremarkablein someways.

“That isgreat that werestill aspatriotic as
weare,” said Spc. Bucca. “They’rewillingto
giveup someof their timeand their freedomto
help defend others.”

During Operation Iragi Freedom, Spc.
Bucca' sfather’slast Army Reserve Unit, the
800th MP Brigade named their Iragi prisoner
of war facility in southern Iraq after him, call-

ing it Camp Bucca.

“It was very significant to us,” said Eve.
“Wewerevery honored. My husband would
havethought it wasan honor.”

Each of the soldierswho worked at Camp
Buccareceived alaminated Army valuescard
withapictureof Buccain hisfirefighter uniform
onthefront andinhisArmy uniformontheback.

Today a 8:30am., NY Cwill holdacitywide
moment of sllence. Spc. Buccawill beat Ground
Zero, withNY CMayor Michad Bloombergand
other surviving children of victimsfromtheat-
tacks.

At 8:46 am., theexact timethefirst hijacked
plane struck the North
tower, Spc. Buccawill be
L‘ oneof thesurviving children
reading namesof victims,
Familieswill descend the
| ramptolay flowersonthe
lowest level of the World
Trade Center Site.

Later this afternoon,
{ Spc. Bucca will attend a
ceremony  honoring
firefighters, including his
father, lostinthetrade cen-
ters, at his father's Man-
hattan Basefirehouse.

Both the military and
the FDNY were really
great when everything hap-
pened, said Spc. Bucca

“Sol got pretty closeto
all of them, especially the

e ==l

e

Ronald P. Bucca, a New York city fire
marshal, lost his lifein the World Trade
Center towers on Sept. 11, 2001. He was
the first New York city fire marshall to
die in the line of duty.

guysinthefirehouse,” said
Spc. Bucca. “It will be
good to seethemagain.”

Monday, Spc. Bucca
graduatesfrom Advanced
Individual Training here.
After the ceremony he
leavesfor Airbornetraining at Fort Benning, Ga,,
and will then be assigned to 5th Special Forces
Group, Fort Campbdll, Ky., hisfather’sformer
active-duty unit.

Spc. Bucca's father was a true hero
and patriot. Hewasthetype of guy who faces
theenemy onthe battlefield asothers scramble
and duck for cover. Hewasoneof thefiremen
running up the stairsin theWorld Trade Center
towers, while other peopleran down.

Hehad the persondity that said, “ Thisisnot
right. | must do something. | must act. | must

Courtesy photo

try tosavelives.”

Hedidjust that before Sept. 11 with hisin-
vestigativework for theNYY FD and during Sept.
11 ashehe ped badly injured peopleescgpedown
the stairwells behind him, as he and another
firefighter battled the overpowering blaze of
burning jet fuel on the 78th floor of the South
Tower.

Eve said she understood why her husband
ran up those 78 flights of steps.

“It'slikeeverythingin Ronni€'slifegot
him ready for that, day,” shesaid. “Thefellas
don't wait. They goin. That'stheir instinct.
There'saprobleminthere. Weneedtogoin
and get these peopleout.”

When they found hisbody six weeks|ater,
Big' Ronnie wasn'tdone. They foundhimina
stairwell surrounded by civilians. Hewashelp-
ing them escape asthe concretewalls of death
cascaded al around them.

Hedied asahero. Heisgonebut hisheart
dtill beatsingdehisson, who carrieson hiswork.

Spc. Buccaiscut fromthesameclothashis
father. That clothismadeup of sevenred Stripes,
six white stripes, fifty white stars and a blue
square. That cloth symbolizes patriots and
Americans. Spc. Bucca and his father are
both.

A single thought sums up America’s re-
sponseto the attack on Sept. 11.

This thought echoes and reverberates
through American citizens and soldiers any-
whereintheworld.

That thought caused many peopletojoin
themilitary. Peoplesigned up for military ser-
vice, who never would have dreamed or could
have ever pictured themselvesin uniform.

That thought caused millionsto goto their
locd banksand donate money to the Red Cross
and many Sept. 11 funds.

That thought caused thousands of citizens
to drive to NYC on Sept. 11 and for weeks
afterward, to help look for survivors.

That thought caused millions of peopleto
send so much food and suppliestoNY C, that it
had to be stored in Giants Stadium at the M ead-
owlands, N.J.

That same thought flowed through Spc.
Bucca sfather asheran up 78flightsof stairs,
jumping two or threestepsat atimein the South
tower that morning.

That same reoccurring thought caused Spc.
BuccatojointheArmy after hisfather’sdeath,
“1 just had to do something.”



