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Force protection

Fort Huachuca decreased
itsforce protection condition
from Bravo-plusto Alpha-plus
Friday following a message
from the Department of the
Army authorizing commands
to maketheswitch.

Theswitch, which hasun-
interrupted current force pro-
tection measures at the front
gate, has been transparent to
thecommunity &t largefor both
on- and off-post residents ac-
cording to Richard Dixon, in-
stallation force protection of -
ficer.

Motoristsentering thein-
stallation are still required to
show identification to get on
post, and guardswill continue
tomonitor activity at thegates.

Town Hall set

Feedback, the Fort
Huachucalivetelevisontown
hall, issetfor 6 p.m., Aug. 27
on Channel 97, the
Commander’s Access Chan-
nel. If you have a question
you'd like answered on the
town hall e-mail it to
channel 97 @hua.army.mil or
fax itto 533-1280. You may
asoparticipateinthelivecall-
in segment during the show
that night.

Services extended

Due to the change in the
start date of the Sierra Vista
Public Schools, Child and
Youth Serviceswill haveapro-
gram to assist parents until
school beginson Sept. 2.

For more informaton on
thiscal 533-3027.

USAWOA luncheon

The USAWOA Arizona
Chapter will beconducting its
monthly professiona luncheon
today in the Pepperoni Room
at LaHaciendafrom 11:30to
1 p.m. Our guess speaker will
be Col Michael Flynn, Com-
mander 111th M1 Bde. Hewill
be providing uswithimportant
and interesting information
about hisresent tripto Israel.

USAWOA welcomes all
active, guard, reserve or re-
tired Army warrant officers,
their spousesand guests. You
do not have to be current
USAWOA member to attend.
For moreinformation contact
WO1Wilmer Acevedoat 538
6842 or e-mail
waceved@msn.com.

INSIDE

Chug-a-lug, chug-a-
lug

If you end up unable to
drive, and need away home,
the new DUI/APP card
could be the answer to your
prayers.
See Page 3

Meet and greet

The new CSC offers an
outlet for spouses.
See Page 5

Presidential visit

President George W. Bush landed at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base on Tuesday before
visiting the fire-damaged region of Mount Lemmon.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Robert Hyatt

Bye-bye Tilley

SMA announces retirement

BY NATALIEGRANGER
ARMY NEWS SERVICE

The Army’stop enlisted soldier announced hisretire-
ment plans|ast week at the Army Retirement Services con-
ferencein Crystal City, Va. After almost 35 years of ser-
vice, Sgt. Mgj. of the Army Jack L. Tilley announced that
hewill beretiringin January.

Tilley was speaking to retirement services officers and
transition personnel at their biennial conference. In hisopen-
ing statement, he thanked the audience for everything they
do.

“You make adifference in the attitudes of soldiers as
they leavethe military,” Tilley said.

Hewent on to captivate and motivate the audience with
stories of wounded soldiers and personal experience of his
retirement preparation. Theroom filled with laughter ashe
told jokes about hisyearsin service and being agrandfa-
ther.

Tilley focused ontheimportanceof family and friends, and of
thelittlethingsdoneeveryday. Hed so stressed having faith, and
staying motivated and motivating others.

“Weareall leaders,” Tilley said.

We need to start talking to soldiers about how to plan
for retirement earlier, so that they are prepared when that
time comes, he added.

Ninety-seven retirement services officers and transi-
tion personnel representing 35 installations, including those
infrom Koreaand Europe, attended this weeklong confer-
ence.

This conference gives the Army Retirement Services
staff achance to teach, mentor, and exchange ideas with
personnel inthefield, said retired Col. John W. Radke, chief
of Army Retirement Services. It builds camaraderie, he
added.

During this conference, each attendee will have an op-
portunity to talk one-on-one with one of the five members of
the Army Retirement Services headquarters staff to discuss
and analyzetheir individual installation practices, Radke said.

See TILLEY, Page 3

TheWest NileBZZ7277
| nfected mosguito found in Cochise County

BY SPC.MATTHEW CHLOSTA
THE SCOUT STAFF

The first recorded West Nile virusin-
fected mosquitoin Arizonawasfoundinthe
San Simon area of Cochise County, near
Willcox, July 29, announced the Cochise
County Health Department.

Fort Huachuca environmental officials
have proactively been trapping and testing
mosquitoes on post since February, with no
mosquitoestesting positivefor WNV sofar,
according to Selina Gjerde, chief of the
health education resource center, Raymond
W. BlissArmy Health Center.

The CCHD announced the mosquito’s
positive WNV test Monday, but the Arizona
Department of Health Servicesissending
the specimen to the Center for Disease

The West Nile virus is transmitted by mosquitos.

Control for final results.

The United States Army Center for Health
Promotion and Preventive Medicinein conjunc-
tionwith 1st Lt. George Deguzman, environmen-
tal science officer for RWBHC, has been trap-
ping and surveying mosguitoes on post since Feb-
ruary.

“The mosquitos are sent to CHPPM for
WNV testing,” said Gjerde. *“Lieutenant
Deguzeman proactively started exploring the
ideafor aWNV testing program for the post in
thefall 2002.”

According to Susan Warne, public informa-
tion officer at the CCHD, " At this time there
are no known human cases of WNV in Cochise
County, nor have any birdsor horsestested posi-
tivefor thevirus.”

See WNV, Page 5

AlT battalion breaksoneyear safety mark

BY SPC.MATTHEW
CHLOSTA
THE SCOUT STAFF

Company A 305thMilitary
Intelligence Battalion passed
the one-year mark July 14
without any Driving Under the
Influenceviolationsor serious
injuriesby theunit'sAdvanced
Individud Trainingsoldiers.

Asof Aug. 5, Company A
305thMI BN haskept aclean
safety record for 388 consecu-
tivedays.

“It startswith the weekly

safety briefings,” said Capt.
David DeAtley, company com-
meander, Company A 305th Ml
Bn. “I try totalk about and ad-
dressany trends |’ m noticing
on the soldiers DA-31 leave
forms. During the briefings|
remind thesoldiersof their re-
sponsibilitiesduring their week-
ends.”

Ancther critica factor isthe
vehicleingpections, according
to DeAtley. “My cadre, my
safety noncommissioned of -
ficer or myself doesvehiclein-
spections during the regular

phase-upsof the AIT soldiers
and two days before the long
weekends.

“I havethesafety guiddines
writtenin my company’sstan-
dard operating procedures,”
saidDeAtley. “I dsohavemy
soldierstouchthesquareonthe
safety board asthey walk out
thedoor of the company area.
Theboard displaysthenumber
of dayssincetheunithashada
safety violation, and it servesas
areminder to the soldiers as
they head out for theweekend.

“Thefind key to our safety

recordismy list of ‘minimum
safety standards,” which | em-

6. Don't violateany mu-
nicipa codesor locd lawsof

phasize at the weekly safety whatever town you happen
briefing,” ssaidDeAtley. Com- tobein.
pany A 305th minimum safety 7. Soldiersaregivenadi-
sandards: rect and lawful order tore-
1. Youarenotauthorizedto turntotherecall formation
get hurt. after theweekendisover.
2. Youarenot authorized to “l dsolikemy soldiersto
let your buddy get hurt. go out in buddy teams and
3.Donoetviolateprovisons  evenbetter, inlargegroups,”
of TRADOC 350-6. added DeAtley. “Finally, |
4. Do not violate Arizona want to emphasize, whether
state laws. someoneisinor out of uni-
5. Do not violate federal form, safety is a way of
laws. life”



The Fort Huachuca Scout «

bommentary

New chief addr%troops

(Editor’s note: the fol-
lowing is from the speach
given by General Peter J.
Schoomaker on Aug. 1)

Thisafternoon| goodinthe
office of the Secretary of the
Army and wasswornin asthe
35th Chief of Steff of the Army.
Thirty-four other distinguished
leaders have preceded me —
well-known stewards of our
Army. Itisagreat honor towak
inther footsteps.

Twenty-three years ago |
stoodin another place—inthe
[ranian desert onamoonlit night
a aplace caled Desert One. |
keep aphoto of thecarnagethat
nighttoremindmethatweshould
never confuseenthusasmwith
cgpability. Eight of my comrades
lost their lives. Thoseof uswho
aurvivedknew grief ... weknew
fallure— but wecommitted our-
svestoadifferent future.

Thereweresomeimportant
thingswedidnot know about the
futurethat night. Wedid not rec-
ognizethat thiswasaweatershed
event — that the military ser-
viceswouldbeginagrest period
of renewd that continuestothis
day. We did not know that we
were at the start of an unprec-
edented movement tojointness

in every aspect of our military

BY LT.COL.STANHEATH
ARMY NEWS SERVICE

Medals for valor are
paid for with sweat, blood,
and intoo many caseswith
the ultimate sacrifice for
our country.

Survivingfamiliesdon't
ask for acrisply folded flag
or aposthumous award for
their loved ones' bravery.

-Commentary
Dishonesty by afew: ‘stolen valor’ dishonorsour heroes

culture, sructure, andop-
erations— amovement
that must continue. We
dsoddnotredizethatwe
wereinoneof theopen-
ing engagementsof this
country’s long struggle
againg terrorism — a
grugglethat wouldreach
our homeland and be-
comeknownastheGlo-
ba War on Terror.
Today, our nationisa
war andweareacritica
part of thejoint team —
an Army a war. Our
enemieshavebeenwag-

ingit for sometime, and General Peter J. Schoomaker

itwill continuefor theforesee-
ablefuture. AsthePresident has
dated, “ Thisisadifferent kind
of war againg adifferent kind
of enemy.” Itisawar wemust
win, awar for our very way of
life

War ishothaphyscd redity
and a gtate of mind. When we
are & war, we must think and
act differently. Webecomemore
flexibleand moreadaptable. We
must anticipatetheultimatere-
ity check— combat. Wemust
winboththewar and the peace.
We must be prepared to ques-
tioneverything. Whatisbest for
the nation?What must endure?

What must change?

Thiswar has demonstrated
that our Soldiers, civilians, and
familiesareuptothetask. It has
dsoprovidednewindghtsintothe
current operating environment.
Canwesugtainour high perfor-
mancewith our current methods
of preparation?Can our Combeat
Training Centersbetter reflect the
joint context in which we will
fight? Areweorganizedfor the
long haul?Wemus answer these
questionsand more. Weneedto
be mindful that the world has

See SCHOOMAKER,
Page 3

BY CHAPLAIN (MAJ.) DENNISR.
NITSCHKE
NETCOM, DEPUTY COMMAND CHAPLAIN

“The desert and the dry land shall be

glad, the desert shall rejoice and blos-
m...” lsaiah 35:1

Thisweekend the versefrom Isaiah
kept going through my mind. Firstit was
because of the rains we’ve had and how
the desert seems to bloom so quickly with
so little water. Friends from North Caro-
lina, the band SpiritShine, asked if it was
always “thisgreen” around here. | had to
remind them - thisisthe desert! However,
the rains are most welcome and we do ben-
efit from the beauty of the land.

Second, theversecameto measwe started
the first contemporary worship service,
CrossRoadsat Cochise Theater (10am. every
Sunday). | was concerned that the * opening
day” would besmadll, and washappy to seemore
than 50 people at thefirst service - most being
new to serviceson post. So, wherel felt con-
cern, there was rejoicing as the “desert
bloomed.”

Third, asl continueto pray for thedeployed
soldiersand their families, and asfamily mem-
berscomeinor call, | sensea“dryness’ inthe

Date, 2003

livesof many asthey haveproblems, issues, and
areas of coping. Yet, at the sametime, | see
many “blossom” through thetriadlsand become
gronger inther relationshipsand stronger intheir
fath.

Fourth, I’ m going through thelast moments
of planning for Spirit Warrior Desert’03. Itis
my hopeand prayer that Kino Chapel ispacked,
but right now | don’t have afull understanding
of how many peopleareattending (if you read
this on Thursday or Friday, you can till at-
tend!!!). But then I’'m thankful for the many
who aresigned up and | senseanew beginning
inthe spiritual life of Fort Huachuca - not by
sheer numbers, but by apowerful faith, thesame
power that blossomsthe desert.

S0, what does this all mean for you - and
me? Well, looking at our lives, day by day, |
believewe can seetimesand placeswherewe
arein the “desert” and dry as abone - physi-
caly, mentally, emotionally and spiritudly. We
have nowhere to reach - within our own re-
SOUrces.

Thereisahigher power, God, who bringsus
toaplaceof refreshment, nurtureand life, much
likeHedoesfor creationwhen therainsfal and
theflowersbloom. Inour desert of worry, con-
cern, fear, separation, hardship, or whatever, there
isaGodwholovesus- enoughto he pusthrough
thosedry periodsand refresh usfor anew day.

What | know isthis: the desert is glad to
receive therains and the desert rejoices with
blooming flowers.

Thedesertsinour livescan beglad aswe
receivetheliving water from God and were-
joice through the blossoms of peace, friend-
ship, caring, hope, faith and love. Blessingsto
you asyou witnessthe monsoonsin the desert
and as you are awitness of refreshed lifein
theworld!

Contact the chaplain by e-mail at
Dennis.Nitschke@netcom.army.mil

havetheir soldier safely home

and out of harm’sway.

We recently learned that
all citizensdon’t understand
the true meaning of integrity
regarding medals for valor.
The U.S. Army Personnel
Command awardsbranchre-
cently assisted the Federal

Bureau of Investigation in

bringingto closurean alega

upgrade hisBronze Star tothe

Distinguished Service Cross.
Unbeknownst tothe Army,

a congressman presented a

fake certificate and store-

bought DSC to himin 2000.

Theveteran’s secret went un-

discovered for three years.
The Vietnam veteran recently
admitted that he fraudulently
created a letter from the

awarded him the DSC, the
military’s second-highest
honor.

“Actions of stolen valor
dishonor all warriorswhose
valorous deeds have earned
them every citizen’srespect,
appreciation and love for
protecting our way of life,”
said retired Col. Roger
Donlon.

cipient of suchanaward ac-
cepts these sacred honors
withthehighest senseof re-
sponsibility. They dedicate
themsalvesto upholdingthe
dignity of eechawardfor all
who have served honorably
and continueto serve.”
Freedomisn’'t free and
valor awardsare not meant
to bebought and sold onthe

was a captain in 1964. He
commanded Special Forces
Detachment A-726 at Camp
Nam DongwhenaViet Cong
battalion attacked the camp.
Donlon was awarded the
Medal of Honor by President
Lyndon Johnson in 1965.
“Medasof vaor arenever
won, they areearned inactions
against a hostile enemy and

tionthat aRhodelsland man  Army to a congressman ad-

Donlon, thefirst Vietham  theseactionsgo aboveand be-

Internet or engravedintro-

They would much rather

had fabricated documentsto

vising him that the Army had

Medal of Honor recipient,

yondthecall of duty. Every re-

phy shops.

Scout on the Street

What isyour impression of Sgt. Major Tilley?

“He seems to really
care about soldiers
and that's what's
most important as
Sgt. Maj. of the
Army.”

Capt. Jennifer Paweleck,

“Appears to have
been a good
leader, looking out
for soldiers.”

Staff Sgt. James Huff,
66th Military Intelligence
Group, Germany

“Performance has

been exemplary.
He was looking out
for soldiers,
especially with the
pay raises.”
Staff Sgt. Chris Stephens,

Chief of Behavioral Health
Service, Raymond W. Bliss
Army Health Center

Vestal Recruiting Station

Photos by Spc Matthew Chlosta

“He has done
outstanding things
for the NCO corps.

He serves as a
great role model. |

met the man and

“Outstanding
sergeant major. A
great role model.”

Staff Sgt. Peter Squeri,
Squad Leader, 18th MP
Detachment, 3rd Squad

“I met him on his
visit here. He
seemed to be very
soldier oriented.
Made an

he brings the
NCOs’ feelings
back with him from
the field.”

Sgt. 1st Class

John Sutton,

Defense Language
Institute, Monterey, Calif.

Impression on
everybody he met.”

Sgt. 1st Class, Art Canales,
NCO Academy,
Fort Huachuca
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Don’'t drink and drive

MPstake care of misson by taking care of soldiers

F'

Photo illustrations by Elizabeth Harlan

The new service helps soldiers who need aride back to the fort.

BY SPC.MATTHEW
CHLOSTA
THE SCOUT STAFF

The 18th Military Police
Detachment here has imple-
mented the Driving Under the
Influence and Accident Pre-
vention program to help sol-
diersget homesafely.

Theprogramisdesignedto
prevent soldiers from two
things: one, driving under the
influence; two, from causing
automobileaccidents.

“The purpose of the new
program isto take care of the
soldiers” said Staff Sgt. OtisC.
Meadows, the noncommis-
sioned officer for operations,
18th MPshere.

“What we did wastake an
exiding programthat theArmy
uses for soldiers on pass or
leave and modified it for our
soldiers’ needs on Fort
Huachuca,” said Sgt. David M.
Rellly, assistant for operations,
18th MP detachment. Theex-
isting Army programissuesa
DUI/APP card to soldierson
leave or passto prevent DUIs
and automobile accidents.

“Thedifferencefor soldiers
on Fort Huachuca, if the pro-
gram is implemented, is that
they will beissuedaDUI/APP
card they can useyear round,”
said Rellly. Thecardswill be
issued either through their unit
commander or a in-processing,
pending approvd by theingta-
lation command. Thecardhas
the soldier’saddress and unit
onit.

According to Capt. Gordon
Heep, company commander for
the 18th MP detachment, “The
DUI/APP program wasimple-
mented for the 18th MP detach-
ment Aug. 8, so far. Itisdill
awatingapprovd fromtheindd-
lation command beforeit canbe
implemented pog-wide”

Reilly further explained the
program, saying, “ If thesoldier be-
comestooimparedtodrivehome,
ether on or offpogt (within 25
miles), they canpull outtheir card
withthetaxi companies phone
numbers. Thesoldier cancal one
of them; present the card to the
cabdriver, who will then drive
themhomesafdly.”

If asoldier loses his or her
rideover thecourseof thenight,
is too tired to drive or doesn't
haveenough money to get back
tothepogt, heor shecanill use
thecard, accordingtoReilly.

Oncethesoldier arrivesback
on pogt at hisor her barracksor
home, he or she can do one of
threethings rembursethedriver,
if they have
money & their
resdence, or re-
imbursethetaxi
company by the
end of the next
businessday. If
thesoldier can-
notdoeither, the
ldier’sunitre-
imburses the
taxi company.
Thenthesoldier
will pay back
their unit the
next payday,

eaborated Rellly.

Thetwo cab companiesbe-
ingusedareABCtaxi and Trans-
portation Express, added Heap.

“The program is not de-
sgnedtobepunitivefor soldiers
of age or underage,” said
Heap. “Our mission isto get
thesoldiershomesafely. But,
underage soldiers, who usethe
card, will be dealt with on a
case by casebasis.”

According to Meadows,
“Wedon't havethat great of a
DUI problem on post, but we
want to bring the numberswe
do havedownto zero.”

Another great aspect of the
card program isthat the flex-
ibility builtintoitwill dlow each
company commander totailor
it to fit their particular needs,
added Riley.

“The reason we came up
withthisprogramisthat thesol-
diers are our number one as-
set,” said Meadows. “Take
care of the soldiers and take

careof themission.”

Driving through adust storm aong Arizona shighwaysand
across|ong uninhabited stretches of desert can be severely dan-
gerous, said Bruce Heran, Installation Safety officer.

“Arizonaisawonderful state,” said Heran, “with climates

Dust storms deter safe driving

BY SPC.MATTHEW CHLOSTA
THE SCOUT STAFF

road asfar as you can without running in to anything or
getting stuck in some place. Turn off your headlights
and parking lights. Make sure your foot is not on the

brake pedal.

“Thereason for doing thisis so somebody else com-
ing down the road won't see your taillights and think
you are on theroad and run right into you,” said Heran.

ranging from blistering desert tofrigid cold, all within acouple
hundred milesof each other. Wesather conditionscan causesome
POV driving problems.”

“Every year through southern Arizona and through
southwestern states dust storms will come out,” said
Heran. “Visibility will goto nearly zero and the inevitable
result isthat someoneisgoing to pileinto somebody else.”

“Every year there are some seriousinjuries and ac-
cidents because people have followed somebody else,
who they thought was on the road, and hit them from
behind.”

“Itisareal serious problem during dust storms,” em-
phasized Heran. “Just sit and wait it out.”

Dust stormsdon’t usually last long, often only amat-

Driving in dust storms results in no visibility.

dust storm warning signs.

Courtesy photo

On the drive between Tucson and Phoenix there are

“If you are trapped in a dust storm there are a few
important thingsyou can do,” said Heran. “Drive off the

you’ re going.

ter of minutes, said Heran. Then, you can see where

(Editor’s note: this story isthe second in a series
on safe driving in Arizona.)

SCHOOMAKER, from Page 2

changed andit will never returnto what weknew
before. Asmy great friend, Dick Meadows, d-
wayssad, “TheArmy ain't likeit used tobe—
anditneverwas’.

Sugtained engagement of our Army will bethe
norm, not theexception. How dowemanthe Army
inaway that providescohesive, high performing
unitsinthisredity of continuousengagement?

Our recent combet operationsreinforcethere-
quirementsfor unitsand echelonsthet areflexible
andtailorable. Canwebaanceour forcestructure
and deve opincreased modularity so astoenhance
our critical rolein effectivejoint contingency op-
erdtionswhilemaintaining our campaignqualities?

Wehaved ready shownthat wehaveinnova
tive and adaptive leaders. But our enemies are
adapting aswdl. Will our devel opment programs
continueto produceleederswho canmeet thischdl -
lenge?

L eadership and courage are easily recog-
nized asprerequisites at thetactical level, but
they areessential at the operational and strate-
giclevelsaswell. Arewedeve opingthe George
C. Marshallsfor thenew era?

TheNational Guard and Army Reserveare
indispensable, full members of the team. Do
we havethe proper mix of both activeand re-
serve units? Arewe properly balanced?1sall
of our structure readily accessibleto meet the
requirements of thisand futurewars?

Aswe transform the Army from the cur-
rent forceto thefutureforcewe must ask these
guestions and more. While some things will
change, otherswill not.

TheAmerican Soldier remainsindispensable.
AsGenerd Creighton Abramstaught us, “ People
arenotinthe Army, they arethe Army.”

Weare, havebeen, and will remainavaues
based indtitution. Our valueswill not changeand
they are non-negotiable. Our Soldiersarewar-
riorsof character. They exemplify thesevalues
every day and arethe epitome of our American
spirit. They arethe heart of the Army. Aslong
asthe United States Army has existed we have
transformed — and we always will. For four
yearsunder Generd Shinsski our Army hasasked
hard questionsand madetough choices. Wewiill
continueto go wheretheanswersto those ques-
tionstakeus.

Our Army isthepreeminent land forceinthe
world — and continuesto be respected by our
friends... and feared by our enemies. We set the
standard. Wewere part of thejoint teamthat de-
feated the Tdiban in Afghanistan and took down
abrutal regimein Irag. Today weare deployed
and conducting contingency operationsat an un-
precedented pace. Our Soldiers, civilians andther
families set the standard everyday for selfless
savice.

The Army continuesto serve our great Na-
tionwell and faithfully asit hasin thepast. For
morethan 228 years, the Army hasnever failed
the American people, andit never will.

Asan American Soldier, | havenever left your
ranks; but it isagreat privilegeto wear our uni-
formonceagain.

Schoomaker

his retirement Aug 6. after 37 years of service.

Sgt. Major of the Army kids with Spc. Nicholas Patsaros, Company E, 305th Military
Intelligence Battalion during his visity to Fort Huachuca in May. Tilley announced

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks

TILLEY, from Page 1

A mgor god for thefutureistoturnthese
individua work sessonsintoactud Steviststo
theingallations, said Radke. After Tilley spoke,
Radke presented himwith acertificate of ap-

precigtion.

“I have seen him speak on severa occa
sons andeachandevery timeitisdegply moti-
vaing,” sadRadke. “Heisasoldier’ssoldier.”
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Staff Sgt. Robert Hyatt assists Pvt. Wesley Eitel as he trys to use his uniform pants as a flotation device.

Snk or svim

Drown proofing teaches soldiers water survival

BY SGT.15 CLASSDONALD
SPARKS
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

At the conclusion of hisrisk as-
sessment prior to conducting drown
proofing training, Staff Sgt. Robert
Hyatt gave hismost important safety
precautionary words of wisdom to
the soldiers of Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, U.S. Army
Garrison.

“If you find yourself struggling
and thrashing about in the water, |
will not swim out to you becauseyou
will hitmeand | will haveto hityou
back,” said Hyatt, the primary in-
structor.

Laughter erupted from severa of
thesoldiers, while, for others, itin-
creased their apprehension of enter-
ing the water during sergeantstime
training held at Barnesindoor pool
Aug.7.

The purpose of the drown proof-
ingtrainingwasto help soldiersbuild
self-confidence, to develop water
survival skillsandto givethembasic
skillstoimprovesurvivability during
waterborne operations. Making it
more challenging, the soldierswore
their battle dress uniform, running

shoesand |oad-bearing equipment.

“Thebiggest challengeistotrain
soldierstoremain calm,” Hyatt said.
“People tend to panic and thrash
around inthewater, wasting energy
and causing themtolosetheir breath.
If they remain calm, control their
breathing and think about what they
must doto survive, they will increase
their chancesof survival.”

Thefirst phase consisted of iden-
tifying advanced swimmersand plac-
ing those of less swimming ability
with the non-swimmers. The second
phase was the don and ditch exer-
cise.

The soldiersstood on the edge of
a platform eight feet above water
with weapon in hand and had to step
overboard into thepool. Whileunder
water, the soldier had to ditch their
LBE while not letting go of their
weapon.

Again, Hyatt gave some more
wordsof wisdom.

“Don’t drop your weaponinthe
drink,” Hyatt said. “ Survivinginthe
water meansnothing if youcan'ten-
gagetheenemy.”

Thefinal phase consisted of the
soldiersmaking flotation deviceswith
their BDU pantsand using the ruck-

Above, Hyatt explains drown proofing instructions to Pfc. Jessica
Bekanich before she takes her first walk off the platform. Right, Pfc.
Kenneth Coe makes his way out of the pool after a blindfolded jump
using his rucksack as aflotation device.

sack as afloatation device. During
thisexercise, soldiershad to take of f
their trousers, tieasquareknot at the
bottoms of their legs, button their
trousers, put the legs around their
necksand thenfill themwith air.

All thishad to be donewhilethe
soldier wasinthewater and couldn’t
touch the bottom. Lifeguardsand an
instructor were on both sides of the
solder duringtheexercise.

“Many soldiers don’t know that
they can survivefor extended periods
using their uniformsand equipment as
flotationdevices,” Hyatt said. “When
packed correctly, your rucksack can
be used as a flotation device.You
never know when you might fall off
of aboat. Or for that matter, fall into
thelakeduring afishingtrip.”

Overdl, thetrainingwaswell re-
ceived by thesoldiers.

“Thisismy first timeever doing
thistypeof training,” said Sgt. Latacha
Rhodes-Thomas. “I’m apretty good
swvimmer, but theBDUswereheavier
than | thought toswimin. | couldn’t
movemy body at all and | was stuck
swimminginonespot.”

Itwasaso Pvt. Wedey Eitd'sfirst
time participating in drownproofing
traning.

“When | first heard we were do-
ing drownproofing, | thought it was
goingtobeboring,” Eitel said. “Itwas
very challenging and useful though.”

Date, 2003

Photos by Elizabeth Haraln

Spc. Richard Ortiz-Rodriguez takes the leap off the platform blindfolded
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Spouses club continues heritage of past organizations

BY SPC.MATTHEW
CHLOSTA
THE SCOUT STAFF

The Fort Huachuca Com-
munity Spouses Club will
have asign-up coffee on
Aug. 20 at the Lakeside Ac-
tivity Centrefrom 10 a.m.-2
p.m.

The CSC isareconstitu-
tion of the Officersand Ci-
vilian Spouses Club, but the
new club isopen to spouses
of al military ranks, Depart-
ment of Defense civilian
employees, and retirees of
both.

The former NCO
spouses’ club closed, said
Charlotte Portouw, president
of the CSC. So the OCSC
voted to change their con-
stitution and open up the

membership to makeit all-
inclusive.

“The sign-up coffee will
have several different tables
from different parts of the
community,” said Portouw.
“The Army Community Ser-
vices will have a table as
well as the post library,
where you can sign up for
your library card.

“Therewill also be craft
people, a gal will have
beadwork, and aquilt person
will bethere,” said Portouw.

“The CSC hastwo regu-
lar meetingsamonth,” said
Portouw. “We have aregu-
lar board of governors meet-
ing on the first Wednesday
of themonth. Then, thethird
Wednesday of the monthis
aluncheon.”

This month’s third

Wednesday of the month
meeting is, of course, the
sign-up coffee, added
Portouw. “You can sign up
to be amember of the CSC.
We chose that week because
we hoped most of the kids
would have been back in
school.”

Schools in Sierra Vista
were delayed opening this
year dueto construction and
flooding problems.

“We did not anticipate
that the schools would be
closed till Sept. 2,” said
Portouw. “ Thisunusual cir-
cumstance happensto high-
light one of the many ben-
efits provided by the CSC-
donations.”

The CSCraisesfundsfor
its donation disbursements
with two yearly fund-raisers.

Thefund-raisersarethe
fall bazaar, which takes place
during thefirst weekend in
November and the holiday
house tour, which takes
place during Christmastime.

“During this extra time
that kids are out of school,”
said Portouw, “alot of orga-
nizations have asked for
money to extend their sum-
mertime programs.

“Wewill probably donate
to that,” added Portouw,
“because there wasn’t this
anticipation that the schools
would be closed for an ex-
trathree weeks.”

In the past the club has
donated to veterans' groups,
local community schoolsand
boy and girl scouts, said
Portouw.

The CSC also encour-

ages volunteerism, awards
scholarships and adds a so-
cial benefit for spouses,
added Portouw.

Especially during the
Army’s “hi-tempo” of de-
ployments, the CSC provides
spouses with a support net-
work and an outlet for adult
conversations and interac-
tions, elaborated Portouw.

A greatthingabout thedub's
expangonisthediverdficaion
of ideasand persondities, said
Portouw. Thespouses, asacol-
lective will decidewhat the CSC
shouldfocuson.

The CSCisnot amilitary-
wideorganizationa change, but
moreand moreingalationsare
going toward having acommu-
nity club, said Portouw.

“Severa of my husband
(Cal. Lawrence Portouw, gar-

rison commeander) and my most
recent duty-stations,had com-
munity clubssmilar tothe CSC.

“Another good reason for
openingitup,” Portouw summea:
rized, “is that the larger the
group, themoreweareableto
do for the community. Come
jon!

“l have board positions
open,” added Portouw.

“For people, who have not
heard about us or are excited
about the new title and mem-
bership, please contact me. |
would very much liketo have
new peoplethat previoudy did
not have this option to come
join”

CSCdligiblespousesinter-
estedin board positionsor the
new club should contact
Portouw for moreinformation
at 458-5693.

WNYV from Page 1

“Firstthingtodoif you'rea
Fort Huachucaresident is,” said
Bruce Heran, Installation Safety
officer, “don’t panic!

“Remember, Colorado has
the most cases of human infec-
tions of WNV this year,” said
Heran. They have had 72 and
Texas is second with 39 con-
firmed human cases. There
have been five confirmed deaths
thisyear - two in Alabama, one
in Colorado and two in Texas.

“More peoplediedin floods
last year than people infected
with the WNV,” said Heran.

The appearance of WNV in
Arizonashould prompt residents
to take precautions, but not to
overreact, said Dr. Bob England,
Arizonastate epidemiol ogist.

According to the CCHD, the
virusis spread from the bite of
an infected mosquito.

“The chance that any one
person is going to become ill
fromamosguito biteisextremely
low,” said England. “Most
people do not becomeill, and for

those who do, most suffer only a
mild flu-likeillnessfor afew days
before they recover. The symp-
toms may be so mild that most
don’'t even know they were in-
fected.”

“People who do become in-
fected tend to be over 50 years of
age and older and/or with weak-
ened immune systems,” said
Gjerde.

Theresidents of Fort Huachuca
can perform several proactive pro-
cedures to help prevent WNV
from breeding and help keep them-
selves and their pets from infec-
tion, said Capt. Dale Beebe, branch
chief, Fort Huachucaveterinarian
section.

“Most importantly, dump any
standing water on your property,”
said Beebe. “The season for
WNV isAugust through October.”

“To stop the disease, mosqui-
toes must be stopped from breed-
ing,” said Gjerde.

“Mosquitoes can breed in a
very small amount of water, even
inwater sittingin abottlecap,” said

Warne.

Other thingsyou can do aretry
to avoid the timesthat mosquitoes
are most commonly present, dawn
and dusk, said Heran. Also, when
you do go outside wear lightweight
clothing that coversthe arms and
legs. And, spray on mosquito re-
pellant that containsahigh-level of
DEET.

“Most of thecommercial brands
of insect repellant are labeled with
theamount of DEET they contain,”
said Heran. “So read the label.”

With the exception of horses
and birds, it isextremely hard for
animalsto get WNV, said Beebe.

“It isalso rare for dogs to get
WNV,” said Beebe. “I’ve never
heard of acat getting WNV.

“We do give horses atwo-shot
WNV vaccination series at the vet
clinicfor approximately $40,” said
Beebe. “Just be proactive.”

“Mosquitoes becomeinfected
by feeding on birdsthat carry the
virus,” said Gjerde. “Infected
mosquitoes then feed on people.”

“Do not pick up any dead

birds,” said Heran. “If you seea
dead bird on post, call 533-
3151(6:45a.m.- 4 p.m.). Any other
timecall 533-2291. Tell themitis
apriority one serviceorder, and the
pest controllerswill come out and
retrieveit.”

“Parents, make sure you re-
mind young children to not pick up
any dead birds,” said Gjerde. “If
they find adead bird, tell them to
leaveit aloneand report it to their
parents im-

selves on the WNV,” added
Gjerde. “The Website,
www.cdc.gov is an excellent
source.”

“TheInstallation Safety Of -
ficewill be giving out updates
to units and various organiza-
tionson post every week,” said
Heran. “Anyone can e-mail me
at heranb@hua.army.mil to re-
ceivethem.”

mediately.”

Accord-
ingto Gjerde,
there is no
human vac-
cination yet,
but the medi-
cal commu-
nity iswork-
ingonit.

“1 want
to stress to
post resi-
dentsto edu-
cate them-

West Nile
Virus
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Runners on theroad

The USAIC Olympics, an organi zational day, willl be
held Friday and includesa10K run. Theracebeginsat 5
am. The race and begins at the Friedman Hall parking
lot.Fort roadswill not be closed, however, congestionfrom
therunnersmay impedetraffic. Beware of the athletes.

Soldiers can keep up to 90 days leave

Servicemembers supporting operationsin Iraq will be
allowed to have up to 90 days of unused leave availableto
them through the end of FY 2004.

According to Charles Abell, principal defense deputy
for personnel and readiness, troopsin Iraq will not have
unused leave of up to 90 days reduced to 60 days on Sep-
tember 30. In an official message, Abell states, “Active
duty membersthat have been recalled from or not autho-
rized annual |eave as a consequence of duty assignments
in support of contingency operations” may keep up to 90
daysof leave. Currently, the law limits maximum unused
leave to 90 days.

Range closures

Today - AA, AC, AD, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN,
AR, AU, AW, AY, T1, T1A, T2, T3

Tomorrow - 15Aug - AA, AC, AD, AH, Al, AK,
AL, AM, AN, AR, AU, AV, AW, AY, T1, T1A, T1, T3

Saturday - AB, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AR, AU, AW,
T1,T1A, T2

Sunday - AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AR, AU, AW

Monday - AB, AC, AD, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN,
AR, AU, AW, AY

Tuesday - AB, AC, AD, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN,
AR, AT, AW, AY, T1, T1A, T2

Wednesday - AB, AC, AD, AH, Al, AK, AL, AM, AN,
AR, AW, AY

For moreinformation on Range Closure contact Range
Control 533-7095.

New e-mail address connects to CAC
The Public Affairs Office now has a new Channel 97

e-mail address for submitting announcements to the
commander’s access channel. If you have an announce-
ment for the CAC, please e-mail it to:
channel 97 @hua.army.mil.

Vlcloses for two weeks
TheVisual Information Divisionwill beclosed fromMon-
day until Sept. 1 and relocated to Greely Hall, Room 1615.
VI will betaking photos until Friday and will be taking
appointments for photos throughout their move. For fur-
ther information please call the Visual Information work
order desk at 538-7129.

Ml Library opens soon

The M1 Library
will conduct aribbon
cutting ceremony at
11 am. on Aug. 28
in order to hold a
grand reopening by
the commanding
general, futures di-
rectorate and chief
librarian. With the
recent USAIC reor-
ganization, the Ml
Library moved to the north side of building 62723, adjacent
to Sisler and Alvarado Halls.

Servicemembers research vehicles free

Recently, the Consumer Affairs and Financial Assis-
tance Program at Army Community Service made arrange-
mentswith CARFAX to gain accessto CARFAX’sinfor-
mation at no cost to the servicemember. Thisreport, nor-
mally costs about $20.

Thisinformation will provide ahistory which includes
such information asinvolvement in accidents, truthin mile-
age, odometer rollback check, lemon check, number of pre-
viousowners, recalls, salvagetitles, and much more.

Before signing a contract to purchase a used vehicle,
please call Leigh Henderson at 533-2437 to view acopy of
the report.

Civilian AKO users offered training

Registered Department of the Army civilian AKO us-
ersareeligiblefor freetraininig provided by the Army CIO/
G-6.

The United States Army e-L earning partnership license
with SkillSoft (formerly SmartForce) has been extended
and expanded. It continueswith significant enhancements,
capabilities and added features. All authorized personnel
can access about 1,500 information technol ogy, business
skills, and interpersonal skills coursesfrom any location,
around the clock (24/7) and have access to personal
mentoring for all certifications and many other programs-
all at no cost to theindividual or the unit. Dueto the lack of
funds, retirees and contractors are not authorized users.

To access the new system:

* Gotowww.us.army.mil and follow thelink to Self Ser-
vice My Education, Army CBT

For assistance with AKO, access the Web site FAQs/

help, or call 1-877-256-8737 (DSN 654-3791).

Suffrage play Aug. 26

The Equal Opportunity Officeishosting aluncheon and
the presentation of awomen’s suffrage play entitled, “ Fail-
ureisImpossible,” Aug. 26 at 11:30 a.m. at LakeSide Ac-
tivity Centrein celebration of Women’s Equality Day.

The play chronicles some key eventsin the women’s
suffrage movement and paints a portrait of some of the
personalitiesin the movement.

In 1971, Congress designated Aug. 26 as Women's
Equality Day. The date was selected to commemorate the
1920 passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution
granting women theright to vote.

Tickets for the
play and buffet lun-
cheon cost $8.25.
Lunch includes
baked chicken,
meatloaf, whipped
potatoes, vegetable
du jour and baked
rolls.

Contact your
unit equal opportu-
nity representative
or call the post EO
officeat 533-1717.

Kids on the Move classes

Army Community ServiceisofferingaKidsontheMove
class Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., at ACS, building 50010.

Get tipsthat help children make their permanent change
of station move more exciting and less stressful. Thisclass
provides parents the opportunity to learn some techniques
to help children adjust to moving.

Registration is mandatory and must be completed by
tomorrow by calling ACS at 533-2330. For additional in-
formation, contact Pamela Allen at 533-5919 or 533-2330.

Submit your news briefs to
thescout@hua.army.mil. Briefs must be
received not later than 2 p.m. on the
Friday prior to the publication date.

— School news

Editor’s note: School news will be printed in the second issue of the Scout each month. Submit your school news to thescout@hua.army.mil. Submissions must be received not
later than 2 p.m. the first Friday of each month. If you have a school related event you would like covered by the Scout’s staff send the request via e-mail to the editor at the same
address or call 533-1987. Please make your requests at least one week prior to the event so we can schedule a reporter and photographer.

Booster club adds pep to academics

BY NELL DRUMHELLER

ning the pro-
THE SCOUT STAFF

gram last Octo-
ber, and in Janu-
ary of thisyear
the organization
was officially

A military installation adjacent
to a community becomes inter-
twined with the activitiesand re-
sources of that locale. Military

members and their families move est?bg 52?;- had
not only to theinstallation but into the Colt booster

thelocal community.

In Sierra Vista, with nearby
Fort Huachuca, alocal organiza-
tion has been formed to help stu-
dentsimprove their academic ho-
rizons.

Mrs. Marty Marks, wife of
Fort Huachuca's Commanding
General, Mgj. Gen. JamesA. “ Spi-
der” Marks, is president of the
Buena High School academic
booster club, which was devel oped
to support the school’ steachersin
enhancing classroom academic op-

club,” she said
of the club
formed to sup-
port sports. “But
there wasn’t
anything to help
with academ-
ics.”

According to
Marks, the ABC
takessuggestions
from the student
body and triesto

portunities. The mother of three
daughters, onein high school, one
incollege and one arecent college
graduate, Markstakes akeenin-
terestin military families.

“Wewant to build asecond-to-
none academic environment in the
state of Arizona,” Marks said of
the organization.

Working closely with the ad-
ministration and teaching staff at
the high school, the ABC helpspar-
ents become involved in their
children’s academic future, ac-
cording to Marks.

A team of parents started plan-

makethose suggestionsaredity. One
example is an SAT prep course es-
tablished by the organization. The
one-day classhelped prepare students
for thenational test. “ Theclassfilled
up immediately,” Marks said. She
added that the class was so popular
theremay beacourseinthefall and
spring thisyear.

Local businesses help improve
academic opportunitiesat Buena, ac-
cordingtoMarks. Severa grocery and
department storesdonate aportion of
dollarsspent intheir businessestothe
school. Markssuggeststhat whenyou
make apurchase ask if the business

supportsthe schools, and how they
doit. Many businesseswill let you
pick which schoolstheir dollarssup-

Halfway throughtheir first yesr,
the booster clubisgrowing and has
many plansfor assisting Buenaand
itsstudents. The organization now
has approximately 60 members.

For more information or to be-
comeinvolvedinthisprogram call
Javier Barron, thefort’sschoal liai-
son officer, at 533-1133 or contact
him by e-mail at
barronj@hua.army.mil.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Robert Hyatt

School days

Dylan Routt, left, and Hannah Devine get ready to start school at
the Johnston Elementary School open house Tuesday. The schools
on post began yesterday.




