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Teen lounge opens

The new Teen Lounge,
Bldg. 49013, will be openfor
businessWednesday after nor-
mal high school hours, accord-
ingto Dan Valle, director, Di-
rectorate of Community Ac-
tivities.

The center is located on
Cushing Avenue directly
across from Smith middle
school.

Theteen loungeisaprod-
uct of the 2001 Army Family
Action Plan conference.

Theloungewill beopenas
a free trial for the first two
weeks, when high school age
young peoplewith high school
identification cardscanusethe
facilities without paying the
annual feed. At theend of the
first two weeks parents will
need to register their children
tousethefacility. Registrations
will be accepted at the youth
center. The cost per year is
$15 per teen or amaximum of
$35 per family.

Theloungeisopentoyoung
peoplegrades9- 12who have
amilitary ffiliation, aswell as
their guests. Thelounge offers
an entertainment roomwith a
big screen tv and surround
sound, a game area with a
fusshd | tableand video games,
amusic areawith instruments
and acomputer room.

Hours of operation are:
Monday: after school until 6
p.m., Tuesday - Thursday af-
ter school - 8 p.m., Friday -
after school until 10 p.m. and
Saturday 1-10 p.m.

For moreinformation call
533-7038.

Soldiers return

More than 100 soldiers
fromthe 11th Signal Brigade
will bereturning hometo Fort
Huachucafrom Operation Iragi
Freedom Saturday.

The soldiers will fly into
Libby Army Airfield and after
someinitial processingwill be
reunited withtheir familiesand
friends. Theflight is sched-
uledtoarriveat 9:30 p.m. with
the processing taking about an
hour after thearrival.

Ml Library opens

The Military Intelligence
Library grand openingwill be
at 11 am. today. The library
catersto people seeking infor-
mationonmilitary intelligence
mission and offersservicesto
soldiers, sudentsand civilians.
Thelibrary islocated in Bldg.
62723.

INSIDE

Little spider, big bite

Lessthan aninchlong but
abletodown largebodiesina
singlebite, it'sthe Brown Re-
cluse. Learn more about this
spider whose bite rots flesh.
Page 3

Up at dawn

They’ renot fitnessfreaks,
justfit. Best conditioned non-
commissioned officers com-
peted for thetitleof IronNCO.
Page 7
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Former Marines and Navajo Code Talkers, Samuel Smith, left, and Bill Toledo represented the elite group at abuilding dedication ceremony yesterday.

Thar wordswon awar

Code Talkers honored with building dedication

BY SPC.MATTHEW
CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

The Joint Interoperability
Test Command dedicated their
Key Management Infrastruc-
ture Building to the Navao
Code TakersWednesday at10
am.

Mg. KenLenig, saff direc-
tor and executiveofficer for the
JTCintroduced thetwoformer
Navajo CodeTakers, who at-
tended the ceremony,and then
gave a statement of Navao
Serviceto America

DuringWorldWer I1, aspe-
cial group of Navajos was
formed caledtheNavg o Code
Takers TheCodeTakersused
aspecia codebased ontheNa-
vgolanguageto transmit mes-
sages, making it futilefor the
enemy to decipher American
battle messages about thetime
and place of attack.

After Lenig spoke, Air
ForceCoal. VictoriaVe ez, com-
mander of theJI TC, saidin her
remarks, “The building was
named after the Navajo Code
Takersbecauseof their legacy.

“They had an unbreakable

code,” added Velez.

“We' rehonored to be hon-
ored with a building,” said
Samuel Smith, Sr., former Na-
vajo Code Talker, 4th Marine
Division. “Itwill notonly in-
crease enthusiasm. | will
know that my people are
safer.”

The two Navajo Code
Talkers, who attended the cer-
emony, served with combat
unitsin many battles during
their careers, including Iwo
JmaandtheMarshal Idands.

Both Navgjo Code Talkers
have a so received many med-

Willian Pakinkis and Norma Cabazos re-enact a picketing session to fight for woman’s
right to vote. The equal opportunity office on Fort Huachuca put on aplay in honor
of national woman’s equality day on Tuesday at the Lakeside.

Photo by Elizabeth Harlan

asand commendationsinclud-
ing the Congressional Silver
Medd of Honor, the Presiden-
tial Unit Citation and the De-
fenseof lwo JmaRibbon.

“Weloveour country,” said
Bill Toledo, former Navajo
CodeTalker, 3rd MarineDivi-
sion. “Weloveour land. We
go out and fight for our coun-
try.”

Eerily amilar totoday’ssol-
diersjoiningthemilitary tode-
fend their country after theter-
rorist attackson September 11,
2001, Smithsaid,

“I lied about my agetojoin

theMarines. After the attack
onthe USSArizona, | wasmo-
tivated to join. That wasn't
right sinking that ship with a
sneak attack.”

Another part of theNavag o
Code Talkers legacy is that,
“thelanguage itself was
coded,” said Smith. “Wehad
names for certain words to
Speed up thecommunication.”

“A Marine Corps. signd
officer said after the war,
‘Were it not for the Navajo
Code Talkers, the Marines
would never have taken lwo
Jma’” said Lenig.

Wed Nilevirus

one human casein
Arizona, low rigk on fort

State hedth officia stoday
reported anincreaseinWest Nile
virusactivity, includingthefirst
caseof an Arizonares dent con-
tractingthevirusthisyesar.

Theadult mae, aresdent of
Graham County, likely con-
tracted thediseasewhilevisit-
ing Colorado or Wyoming, detes
with considerable West Nile
activity. He does not pose a
health threst to other residents.
West Nile virusis not spread
from one personto another.

Also, athird horsehastested
positivefor West Nilevirusin
Arizona. The equine casewas
reportedin Navajo County, ap-
proximately halfway between
Window and Joseph City. This
case represents the first West
Nileviruspogtivereportfor Na-
vajo County. The first two
equine cases were reported in
Apache County inthe Nazlini
and Many Farmsarea, respec-
tively.

Twomoremosguitosamples
have tested positive for West
Nilevirusin Cochise County.
These new samples were col-
lected in the San Simon area,
whereWest Nileviruswasfirst
detected inamosguito pool ear-
lier thismonth. Inaddition, three
mosquito pools from Yuma
County and twomosquitopools
from Graham County werecon-
firmed positivetoday for West
Nile

Craig Levy, manager of the
ArizonaDepartment of Hedlth
Services Vector-Borne and
Zoonotic Disease Section, ex-
pectsto seean upswinginWest
Nile activity across the State.
“We now have five counties
(Apache, Cochise, Yuma, Na-
vgo and Graham) with con-
firmed West Nilecases.”

Bruce Heran, installation
safety officer saysthe chances
of West Nilevirusinfectionon
Fort Huachucaislow.
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Morethan a holiday
day safethisLabor Day

BY MAJ.GEN."“SPIDER”
MARKS
COMMANDING GENERAL

Labor Day providesusan
opportunity torecognizethetoils
of al thosewho havemadeour
nation gredt.

Fromour forefatherstothe
troopsnow stationed oversess,
we have reaped the benefits of
their many sacrifices.

Theheroicactssurrounding
September 11 and theliberation
of Irag arecurrent examplesof
aproud and lengthy heritage.

Higory showsusthat weare
a nation of workers, and we

should beproud of our accom-
plishments

Aswecd ebratetheholiday
withfamily andfriends wemust
continuetoberespongblefor our
ownwel being.

Throughout the weekend,
keep safety and force protec-
tionawarenessinmind.

We must not allow acci-
dentstoturnour celeorationsinto
tragedies.

Exercise good judgment,
mekesensbletrave plans, prac-
ticemoderationindl activities,
andassg othersinmakingwise
choices.

My god istoensureour sol-

diers, civilianworkersand fam-
ily membersreturn safely after
the Labor Day holiday. Com-
mand and leader involvement
will makethedifference.

Marty and | wish everyone
an enjoyable and safe holiday
weekend.

Spend a few moments re-
flecting on our history and fu-
ture, and remember thetoilsand
sacrifices of many that have
madethisgreat nation.

Let usrenew our commit-
ment towork and strivefor ex-
cdlenceindl wedo.

Be safeand enjoy the holi-

day.

Better th

Singlemother carries
load of both parents

BY JACK L.GILLUND
STAFF WRITER, WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL
CENTER'S STRIPE NEWSPAPER

| was4yearsoldwhenmy fether died. Tothis
day, | havefew, if any, memoriesof him.

What | do remember about my childhood is
my mother’ snever-ending determingtion. Shemeade
suremy three brothersand | never needed any-
thing.

Raisedinasmdl, mid-westerntown, | grew-
upinthe1960sand* 70s. Surrounded by farmland,
itwas50 milestothenearest smdl city.

Daily my mother wasout of bedat 4:30am..
She packed our school lunches, made our bresk-
fast and ensured we had clean clothesbeforeshe
got in acar and traveled an hour to that city to
work onafactory assembly line.

When shegot back home, shecooked our din-
ner and made sure our schoolwork wasdonecor-
rectly. Her weekends were spent baking, taking
care of our garden, doing laundry, cleaning the
house, shopping, and goingto church.

| grew up understanding that women can do
anything men can. Higtorically, thiswasn't acom-
monfeding.

Throughout time, women havebeenfightingto
obtain therespect and equal rightsthey deserve.
Evenwiththe passageof the 19th Amendment in

an equal

1920, Americanwomen havehadtofight for their
voicetobeheard.

Women havedwaysbeenapart of America's
military force. Duringthe Civil War they put asde
the suffrage movement to stand besidetheir men.
Women volunteered asnursesand ran hospitals.
One, Sdly Tompkins, evenused her ownfundsto
equipahospitd for Confederatesoldiers.

Sincethen, theU.S. Army has seen an ever-
increasing number of women soldiers Theirrole
as nurse has continued, but they have added al-
most every other military occupationd pecidty.

Despite their proven duty to the country, it
waan'tuntil 1972 that women gained digibility to
participate in Reserve Officers Training Corps
programs- 52 yearsafter they gainedtheright to
vote.

They weren't allowed admittance into the
United SatesArmy Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y. until 1976. Sincetheinactivation of
theWomen'sArmy Corpsin 1978, female sol-
diershaveseenactioninvirtudly every military
operation Americahasundertaken.

Throughout their grugglesfor equity, women
haveproventhey areascapableasmeninevery
way - fromthesmall Minnesotatown | grew up
intoAmerica sfighting, peacekeeping and hu-
meanitarianforcesincountiesthroughout theworld.

Tuesday wasWomen'sEquality Day and the
anniversary of the signing of the 19th Amend-
ment. Hopefully, everyonethroughout theworld
will takethetimeto thank thewomen they know
for thestrength they contributeto humanity. One
day isn'tenough, but it'sagtart.

BY CHAPLAIN (MAJ.)
DENNISR.NITSCHKE
NETCOM, DEPUTY
COMMAND CHAPLAIN

“...Hishorses are swifter
than eagles...” - Jeremiah
4:13b

| saw themovie, “ Seabiscuit,”
thisweekend. Not only isit based
ontruth, it isan outstanding story on char-
acter, motivation, becoming morethan you
thought you could be and true friendship -
among other good qualitiesinthemovie. |
loved the ending - and it had much moreto
dothanwithjust the horse.

Charles Howard, the owner of
Seabiscuit, was aself-made man. Herose
from being a bicycle maker to atop auto-
mobiledealer. Not to giveaway themovie,
I'll just say hefaced extreme hardshipsand
againrisng over them, purchased Seabiscuit,
ano-account racehorse of dubiousqualities.

Thetrainer, Tom Smith, was acowboy
who saw worth in just about every horse.
When talking about ahorse hesaved hesaid
something about everything hassomeworth
insideand should not be abandoned. Hesaw
in Seabiscuit aspirit and apower that was
much larger than the horse’ssize.

Red Pollard, thejockey, wassaid to have
agiftinriding from ayoung age. Hewas
tootall to beajockey, but heaso fought the
oddsagainst him- figuratively and literally.
He was insightful about what Seabiscuit
needed.

Seabiscuit himself wasthought to bea
lazy good-for-nothing horseand wascrudly
treated. By thetime he got into the hands
of the men mentioned, hewasamost worth-
less.

Without giving away themovie, let it be
known that the four of these figures come
together in away that healing takes place
for al of them. Emotiond healing. Physica
healing. spiritual healing. Not only does
Seabiscuit reach his potential - twice- but
so do each of themenin hislife.

Why do tell youthis? Because each of
ushold potential far greater than we know.
Some of uslook at our lifethrough our job
and do not realizethereismuch moreto us

thanwork.
Welook at our
life through rank
anddonot redizethat
rank doesnot always
recognize true value.
We look at our life
through what we have
and do not reglizethat resl
weal th goes beyond money
and materia things.
Theowner, trainer, jockey and
horse could have remained obscure and we
would never have heard about them. But
they al reached for thefutureand saw them-
selveslarger than they were - that they were
intheworld to makeadifference- and they
did.

I’ d say they saw their livesasmorethan
just living, morethanjobs. They saw their
work together as avocation - a particular
state of action coming together for agreater
good. They lived during the Great Depres-
sion and they brought the people hope.

Weliveintimesof uncertainty aswell.
The economy isstill recovering, terrorism
dominates the news, many in our military
remain overseasand in hostile places, and
every day thereissomething happening that
ensures even more uncertainty.

Now, we can liveinfear of that uncer-
tainty or wecanriseaboveit, pull ourselves
up, gain hope and faith and understand the
vocationgiven

to us. For each of us has within us a
“particular state of action for the greater
good.” It'saGod-given action to be exer-
cisedinhiscreationfor Hispeople.

Friends, | inviteyou to see* Seabiscuit”
(I havenofinancid interestinit) inorder to
seefor yourself what giftsand power each
of ushasthat impactsintheworld.

My prayer isthat none of usstay satis-
fied with what we aretoday, that none of us
let the measure of the world satisfy usto-
morrow and that all of usreach for the fu-
ture.

| believethat in so doingwewill cometo
apoint of healing, a point of grasping our
potential and a point of understanding the
vocation we were chosen to bring to the
world. Everything hasapurposeand worth
intheworld. I inviteyoutofindyour future
and reach for your limits.

i Tad

Send your lettersto the editor and
commentariesto
thescout@hua.ar my.mil

Scout on the Street

What doesit taketo bean Iron NCO?

“It takes heart “Hard work, Determination
and motivation.” personal time and and self-discipline.”
Sgt. Jose Alvarez, dedication.” Sgt. 15t Class Deborah

former Iron NCO Basic
Noncommissioned
Officer’s Course, NCO
Academy Operations

Sgt. 1%t Class William
Benning, BNCOC, small

Hunter, S2 Security, NCO
Academy

group leader

"Professional
pride, personal
motivation.
Motivation and
dedication to

"Dedication and
true belief in the
Army values."

Sgt. Lacey Enyart,
S1, NCOIC, NCO Academy

"Pride, honor and
self-discipline.
Pride in being a
soldier. A lot of

heart. Knowing we

physical
perfection. The
last thing is
endurance."

Sgt. 1st Class
Kenneth Reed,
chiefinstructor

Advanced NCOC

can exceed the
standards as

NCOs."

Master Sgt. Alex Burden,
former Iron NCO winner,
chief, ANCOC and
BNCOC Stand Alone
Common Core
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Bad mix: Sormy weather, stormy driving

BY SPC.MATTHEW CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

With the seasons changing from
summer to fall and then winter, the
Installation Safety Officeisempha-
sizing severa different personal op-
erational vehicle precautions and
safety tips.

“Weather isdefinitely afactor in
our vehicle accidents here,” said
BruceHeran, Installation Safety of -
ficer.

When it rains heretheroads get
slick for thefirst two minutes, said
Heran. All year long theroadsare
dry, road oilsbuild up on them, par-
ticularly the concrete roads.

During thefirst rainstormit gets
dlick like a Teflon fry pan, said
Heran. Headded, “If yougointoa
slide with your car, steer out of it
and let your foot off the gas.

“During the first snow storm, |
almost dread to bring my scanner
in,” said Heran. “Because, you hear
countless calls as if nothing had
changed and then wondering how
they ended up intheditch.”

“Flagstaff has snow and ice,”
said Heran. “A lot of folks don’t
know how to drive on snow andice.
We seeit on Fort Huachucaduring
thewinter.

“My suggestion to folks, if the
weather isinclement,” said Heran,
“spend the extrafew minutes, take
thetime, either wait for it to clear or
call into your office. Tell them ‘I
don’t know how to drive on snow.””

“I’'m sure they would much
rather have you be an hour late than
not arrive at all,” added Heran.

According to Heran, afactor in
vehicle safety that isn’t normally
covered is pedestrian and bicycle
safety asaconsequence of POV op-

eration.

“We've had a number of both
close calls and actual injuries be-
cause POV shavehit people,” said
Heran.

“Vehicleoperatorsdon’t always
seeyou,” said Heran, “and if they
do see you, they don’t always un-
derstand whether they shouldyield
or not and how they shouldyield.”

Soif your out there doing some-
thing that might cause you to be a
target, one exampleiswearing dark
colored clothing, watch what you're
doing, added Heran. “Assumethey
don’'t seeyou!”

Another increasing problemwith
POV safety isaggressivedrivingand
road rage, said Heran. It usedto be
that aggressivedriving or road rage

was generally only seen in cities.
Now, itiseverywhere.

“The actual technical term for
statelaw isaggressivedriving,” said
Heran. “Aggressivedrivingisde-
fined asany threeviolationsinarela-
tively short period of time. Itisbe-
coming aproblem. We seeit.”

The violations include unsafe
passing, recklessdriving, tailgating,
excessive speed and failureto
sgnd.

“They don’t haveto gesture
for it to be considered road
rage,” said Heran. “The rec-
ommendationisthet if someone
is engaged in that behavior
aroundyou, ignorethem. Don't
engage with them in any way.
Don't pull over. Don't shake
your fist at them. Don’t make
any other gestures. |solated
parts of theroad are the worst
placeto stop. Don't stop.

“If you can let them get by,
then let them get by,” said
Heran. “If you have someone
who doesn’t want to go by, pull
into apolicestation.”

Fatigueisafactor in many
POV accidents. “Arizona is
great, hundreds of miles of
straight roads,” said Heran.
“Thetendency istoplanondriv-
ing along, long way on them.
But, because they’re straight
and because many of them
don’t have a lot of scenery,
people get fatigued, a sort of
road hypnoss.

“Peopletendtofall adeep,
drift over intotheoppositelane,
wakeupinaditch,” said Heran.
“Itisaproblem.

Road rage, combined with inclement weather, can make the driving situation

extremely dangerous.

Photo by Spc. Matthew Chlosta

“Plan your trips. Plan the
length. Plan stops. If itisan
officid tripfor military business,

you have to have a rest break, and
you can't drivemorethan eight hours
at ashot.

“On your own time thereis no
restriction.

“1 suggest stopping every few
hundred miles, at most every couple
of hours, for gas, soda, or a cup of
coffee. Then proceed,” said Heran.

Thefinal, ever increasing prob-
lemfor POV drivingisdistractions
and inattention, said Heran.

“One of thethingswe' re seeing
now iscell-phones,” said Heran.

“Cell phones are a great thing
to haveif your break down. Prob-
ably the number onething | would
carry inmy car after water,” said
Heran. If something happensyou
can almost always reach help.

“People drive down the road
with the cell-phone stuck on one
ear trying to drive and talking to
someone,” said Heran. “Itisthe
number one problem in the future.
A number of states are trying to
pass laws prohibiting cell phone
useinyour car. Arizonahasn't fol-
lowed suit yet, but they probably
will.”

Anything that takes your mind
off of driving reduces your capa-
bility to drive safely or take eva-
siveaction if necessary.

Some of the states, that prohibit
cell-phoneswhileyou’ re driving,
still allow a headset, said Heran.
“A headset isnot asdistracting, but
still distracting in my way of think-
ing. | don’t see any need.

“1f someone calls me on my
cell-phone or pages me whileI’'m
out on theroad I'll pull over and
answer it,” said Heran. “I’m not
going to answer it whilel’m driv-
ing. Hand it to apassenger if you
need to.”

Nothingitsy bitsy about brown recluse spider’sbite

BY SGT.1ST CLASSDONALD SPARKS

Fort Huachuca

easaswell.”

“But then the toxin startsto destroy the

NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

Intheclassic children’snursery rhymeThe
Itsy Bitsy Spider, theeight-legged arachnidtries
to climb up the water spout before being
washed away. What we don’t know in the
rhymeisif the spider isabrownreclusetrying

togetintothehouse; if so, therepercus-
sionscan bepainful.

b “You haveto really go out of

4§ yourway toget bit by abrownrecluse

i spider,” said Lt. Col.

Sandra Smith, chief,

Preventive Medicine

Wellness and Readiness Ser-

vice, Raymond W. Bliss Army

Health Center. “These spiders are

non-aggressive; however, they will

bitewhen provoked or disturbed.”

During the past six weeks

there have been five reported spider biteson

-

T el O,
Tl

Q\a.

The brown recluseisone of six poisonous
spidersinthe United States. It haslong, skinny
legsand isabout one-half inchlong over-
all. These spiders are most commonly
foundinMidwesternand Southernstates -,
and they usualy hang out in dark places. h

Normally they are outside and like to
spend timein piles of rocks, wood or |eaves,
yet if they comeinside ahouse, they hang out
indark closets, atticsor basements.

Smith cautioned that
homeowners who have trees
with limbs that hang over the
house or vegetation that touches
thebuilding areinjeopardy of inviting spi-
dersinto their homes.

“The limbs serve as a point of entry into
your housefor the spider,” Smith said. “ You
want to make sure your shrubsare away from
your door or windows. Also, youwant to make
sure there are no piles of trash near those ar-

1““'#-1:‘..»-4._3&_.:-,-,\_'1'.»#'-' !

Smith recommended the best way to imi-
nate the chance of the spider entering aresi-
denceisto clip back vinesand treelimbsfrom

the sideof buildingsand to inspect win-

. dow screensfor holes.
*3 Inmost cases, people
%, sh?‘\a % whoget bitten may not know it
%, becauseusually they’'reclean-

1 ing out
L things and
o e -feel debris

o ARG touching their skin.
SN “But four to six hours

later, the biteisgoing to
start to sting and turn

red,” Smith said. “It really
does look in- nocuousat first.”
As an inten- sive care unit nurse,

Smith has seen many patientswho have been
bitten on the hands and arms, and admitted
the bite can be mistaken for aminor bruise.

tissue around the bite and there is no mis-
take it’s a brown recluse spider bite,” she
said. “It will turn black or brown within a
few days and it will hurt. It can get pretty
nasty.”

Smith advised if you think you’ ve been
bit by abrown recluse to tell someone im-

mediately. She added if it’s pos-
sible; catch and bring the spider
tothehospital todiagnose ™ v, the
spider bite correctly. 3‘\, ¥y,
Immediate first aid mea- % %
sures include washing the area ‘} ;
with soap and water, applyingice ..t s
on the bite, and el -
evatingthearea _
bitten. Bt e

“They rarely Ry
kill people, but they will
leave a permanent scar if left
untreated,” Smith said.

ar ’

BY SGT. 1ST CLASS
DONALD SPARKS
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

In the past two months Co-
chise County has reported 30
cases of viral meningitis, with
three of those cases on Fort
Huachuca.

Because of the higher than
averagereported cases, the Pre-
ventive Medicine Wellness and
Readiness Service staff at
Raymond W. BlissArmy Health
Center iseducating both parents
and soldiersabout the disease.

“Therearetwo kindsof men-
ingitis- viral and bacterial,” said
Lt. Col. Sandra Smith, chief,
PMWARS. “The one that usu-
ally causesdesth isthe bacterial,
but you still can surviveit. The
one we're mostly concerned
about here at Fort Huachucais
the viral meningitis or aseptic
meningitis.”

Viral meningitisisaviral in-
fection caused by afamily of vi-
ruses commonly known as en-
terovirusesthat can causefluid
around the spine and brain. En-
teroviruses are spread by hand-
to-mouth contact, coughing, and

Viral meningitiscasessoar on fort

to alesser extent by contact with fe-
cal matter.

In Arizona, meningitisisusually
seen in the late summer and early
fall. Normally Cochise County has
an average of four cases.

Someof thesignsand symptoms
include headache, fever, stiff neck,
sore throat, drowsiness, abnormal
sendgitivity tolight, rash, musclepain
and nausea and vomiting. Usually
the symptomslast from sevento 10
daysand the person recovers com-
pletely.

Smith mentioned her daughter
had amild form of viral meningitis
when she was stationed at Fort
Bliss, Texas.

“She had a high fever, had the
nausea and vomiting, had the head-
ache, and suffered dehydration,”
Smith said. “You havetogivepalia-
tivemeasuresto treat it - something
for thefever and hydration, and es-
pecialy for babies.”

Risk factors for aseptic menin-
gitisinclude exposure to someone
with arecent virusinfection, expo-
sure to children in aday care set-
ting, being ahealth care worker, or
having asuppressed immune system.

According to Smith smaller chil-
dren are particularly more at risk of

contacting viral meningitis be-
causethey’re in close proximity
social settings such as schools
and daycare centers. But therisk
isn’t limited to small children -
soldiersare susceptibleaswell.

“Our young AIT [Advanced
Individual Training] soldiersthat
frequent the dining facility and
don’t wash their hands before
eating are at risk,” Smith said.
“Also they need to make sure
after using aKleenex to throw
it away and wash their hands.”

Although thereisnot specific
treatment for viral meningitis,
patients who contract the dis-
ease usually recover on their
own with bed rest, fluids and
medicine to relieve fever and
headache.

The best way to prevent the
disease is good hand washing,
and other general ‘good health’
measures which may reduce the
risk of developing an infection
that can progressto meningitis.

“ Also parentswant to wash
shared toyswith diluted bleach
solution,” Smith said. “One cap-
ful of chlorine-containing house-
hold bleach with one gallon of
water should suffice.”

High scoring

DoD school gudents
dowdl on national test

BY SGT.1ST CLASS
DOUGSAMPLE
AMERICAN FORCES PRESS SERVICE

The 2003 testsresults show De-
fense Department school system stu-
dentsscored cong stently higher than
thenational averageon astandardized
test. But Joseph Tafoya, director of
the Department of Defense Educa-
tionActivity, isdready lookingat ways
toimprovetheupcoming school year's
curriculum for even better resultsin
thefuture.

“We retryingtobealeader. We're
trying tolook at programsandtry to
makethem better so that our students
are more successful,” Tafoya said.
“And so our efforts to improve test
scores continue; our efforts to have
kidshave more accessto challenging
courses continue. We know that ev-
ery kid in our system needs to take
agebraand geometry, and not only do
they need to take it, they need to be
successful. Sowe' reputting (in) alot
of timeand effort to do that.”

Resultsfromthe 2003 TerraNova
2nd Edition standardized test reveded

DoD students in grade levels 3-11
scored higher than the national 50th-
percentileaverageinthe United States.

TheTerraNovaisanationdly stan-
dardized achievement test in which
studentsareevaluated in reading lan-
guage arts, math, social studies and
science. Results from the tests are
compared withthoseof sSudentsacross
the nation and show how well sudents
aremastering skillsin those subjects.

Test resultsshowed DoD students
consstently scored 10-20 pointsabove
thenational average of 50 percentin
37 of the45 subtests, and 21-25 points
higher in five subtests. They scored
seven to nine points higher than the
50th- percentile average in three
subtests.

Tafoyasaid he hopes curriculum
changesin the upcoming school year
at DoD high schoolswill resultineven
better test results. Hesaid thisyear’s
high school curriculawere standard-
ized tofocuson skillsinliteracy and
algebra, along with language support
and computer-oriented instructionin
math. Some of the high school level
curriculum changeswill beconsidered
for eementary and middle schoolsin
thefuture“to ensurethat all kidsare
getting the same curriculum and the
sameopportunity,” hesaid.
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Air Force Staff Sgt. Kenneth Sutton, Detachment 2, 607" Weather Squadron, Camp Humphreys, Republic of Korea, demonstrates the Army’s Integrated Meteorological System during
the Staff Weather Officer test pilot course Aug. 20.

Army, Air Forcetrain together, learn

Weather affects everything

BY SPC.MATTHEW CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

A joint test pilot Staff Weather Officer
course was compl eted by ajoint team, made
up of Army and Air Force servicemembers,
today.

Thefirst official interoperability SWO
coursewill betaught by Companies A and
B, 304" Military Intelligence Battalion this
October, here.

The SWO courseisdesigned toteach Air
Force weather forecasters, who will be as-
signedto Army units, Army 101, said retired
Air Force Forecaster, Bill Simcox, SWO
course administrator.

“TheAir Forceforecasters are baptized
into Army organizations, Army equipment
andfield skills,” said Simcox. “TheAir Force
forecastersgo through Air Forcebasictrain-
ing, then their technical school. After that
they go onto doforecasting with an Air Force
operational weather squadron for three to
four years. If the forecaster is assigned to
an Army unit, they will come hereto train
for four weeksin Army field skills, tactics,
and organizations.”

The Army and Air Force met in 2000 to
explorethepossibility of setting upthecourse,
said Simcox. Thedecisonwasmadetoteach
the course at Fort Huachuca based on sev-
eral factorsincluding the post’sability toful-
fill theteaching requirements.

To decide on the curriculum, added
Simcox, Fort Huachuca sent out surveysto
Army major commands, who have Air Force
forecastersassignex, that asked, “What Army
skillswould you likeyour airmen to know to
succeed inthefield during aforward deploy-
ment or exercise?’

“The Army is teaching the Air Force,”
said Capt.Vikki Severn, company com-
mander, Company B, 304" M| Bn. “Wegive
the Air Forceforecastersacommon baseline
in Army tactics by training them ourselves.
When they come here, they learn the basics,
sowhenthey get out inthefield and arefor-
ward deployed, they are ready.”

When a unit is deployed into a combat
atmosphereitisoftentoo lateto train them,
added Severn.

The course will be taught eight times a
year, with amaximum of 120 students each
year.

The test pilot SWO course has 14 stu-
dents, with a mixture of mostly Air Force
veterans, who have served in high-tempo
combat and training environments, including
Afghanistan and Iraqg.

“The war veterans are here to give us
input and knowledge,” said Simcox.

Their constructivecriticismwill enhance

andimprovethecoursewhenit officialy starts
in October, added Simcox.

“It has gone well because of input from
the students,” said Staff Sgt. Matthew Hines,
SWO training noncommissioned officer in
charge. “They are hereto critiquethetrain-
ing; toimproveinstruction for the course.

“The coursewill only get better and more
streamlined with their help,” said Hines.
“WEe ve created agood foundationto build on.”

“This knowledge is going to benefit the
SWOs, especially in the new world order,”
said SWO test pilot course student, Air Force
Master Sgt. Jonathan Morris, NCOIC Com-
bat Detachment 5, 7" Weather Squadron,
Ansbach, Germany. “My unit supports the
Army’s 4" Brigade, 1% Infantry Division. |
wanted to have an influence, impact on the
future.

“I'maSWO, ‘theweather guy,”” said Mor-
ris. “I know what they will need out in the
field. Thiscoursewill helpan Air Force SWO
who goesinto combat with aforward Army
unit. Theimportant thing to haveisalot of
the combat skills.”

“It can bekind of intimidating going to an
Army unit from the Air Force culture, when
you don’t know what is going on or what to
expect,” said Morris.

Some of the skillsthe SWOslearned were
land navigation, how to react to indirect artil-
lery fireand defending themselvesduring an
ambushed convoy attack similar to what hap-
pened to the 507" Maintenance Company,
Fort Bliss, Texas, inIraq, said Simcox. This
isreal worldtraining for real world scenarios.

Thisisajoint coursethat exploitsthe high
capabilities of joint interoperability inacon-
stantly changing and modern joint military en-
vironment, added Morris

The other 20 percent of the forecasters
have never beento an Army unit before, said
Simcox. They areinthe SWO coursetolearn
Army skillsbeforethey go ontotheir Army
assignments.

“Thisis agood way to equate the ways
that the Army and Air Force are different,”
said Senior Airman Michael Bliss, 15" Op-
erational Weather Squadron, Scott Air Force
Base, I11. “1t hasbeen agood |earning experi-
ence. | get to see how important my job is
and what the Army needsfor operations.

“It's great getting information from so
many seasoned veteransfromthefield,” said
Bliss. “Thistraining ismore operational for
me. | get to see how my forecasts will pro-
videthe conditionsfor an operation. | getto
seewhat my impact ishandson, faceto face,
inthedirt.

“Theforecastswill haveimpact on equip-
ment, troop movement and basically every-
thing,” said Bliss. “It'sfunand | wanted to

learn how to do all the movements. TheSWO
courseisgood training, especially with real
world glimpses of what may happen and what
needsto happen. It wasgood instruction. |
feel confidentinwhat I’ velearned.”

“TheSWOs missionistoassistthe Army
unitsthey are assigned to by reporting up-
coming weather conditions. Theforecasts
can influence each Army unit commander’s
decisions, which help coordinate air cover
and troop movements,” said Air Force Tech.
Sgt. Tom Hakes, primary IMET Sinstructor,
SWO with 101 Air Assault unit, Fort
Campbell, Ky.

“This caninclude atmospheric visibility
ceilingsfor helicopters and how to best tie
down equipment in theface of oncoming dust
stormslikeinlrag.

“Sometimes in the past, the Army has
marched soldiersto arally point rather than
flying them through inclement weather based
on the SWO'’s forecasts,” added Hakes.
“The SWOs are part of the tactical team.
Most missions are checked off by the SWOs.
An Army unit that has good, smart |eader-
ship usesthe SWO'’sinformation tactically
for mission planning.”

“The SWO issoimportant to tactical op-
erations,” said Severn. “They are a vital
piece of the mission.”

“The Air Force weather forecasters use
an Army system called the Integrated Me-
teorological Systemtoforecast weather,” said
Simcox. “IMETS is aweather system that
producesagreat deal of weather productsand
information. The SWO analyzesthe dataand
interpretsit. Thenthe SWO helpsthe Army
unit commander sort through the information
and decide what is pertinent to the mission.”

“TheArmy istheAir Force's customer,
intermsof supplying weather information,”
said Severn. “All Army units are supposed
to have an SWO when they are deployed to
thefield.”

One recent example where the SWOs
wereinstrumental wasin theinitial stagesof
Operation Iraqi Freedom, said Hakes. Be-
cause of accurate weather predictions, the-
ater operationswere curtailed for three days
duetothe SWOs ability to track winds, walls
of dust, and major sandstormsin Iraq for the
Army’s 3 Infantry Division.

“Weather affects everything,” said
Simcox.

Air Force Master Sgt., Jonathan Morris, NCOIC of Combat Detachment 5, 7t" Weather
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Squadron, Ansbach, Germany, directs the SWO convoy with Air Force Tech. Sgt. Robert
Hayes, United States Army Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C. during a training
exercise on how to react to a convoy ambush attack.
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Army news

Hignh flying

| | Golden Knights take big leaps
= = helping Army recruiting

BY SPC.BILL PUTNAM
ARMY NEWS SERVICE

TheArmy’s Golden Knightsaren’t fighting the War
on Terrorism.

But they do have afight ontheir hands.

“We understand there’sawar on,” said Command
Sgt. Maj. Mike Deveault, the Golden Knights' sergeant
major. “ But we have our own war — it’scalled recruit-
ing.”

Membersof theArmy’s parachute demonstration unit
flew from Fort Bragg, N.C., for aweek of tandem jumps
with soldiersand civilianswho work at Personnel Com-
mand and the Office of the Chief of Legidative Liaison.

TheKnightsnormally have about 30 soldierstry out
for theteam annually, Deveault said. Thisyear that num-
ber was 11 and four of them were National Guard or
Army Reserve soldiers, hesaid.

With the current deployment tempo around theworld
— especialy of theArmy’sAirborneand Specia Forces
units— that’sunderstandabl e, he said.

But alot of the guyson the team are near the end of
their tour at the Knightsand their own branch managers
are asking for them back, Deveault said. The normal
tour on the Knightsis three years and extensions are
possible, hesaid.

To help keep the veterans and bring replacements

for those that areleaving, the Knights wanted to show
people what they do best 230 days, and in front of al-
most 12 million people, per year — jump out of airplanes,
hesaid.

“Nothing beatsthis,” said Master Sgt. Billy Van Soelen,
anine-year veteran of the team, after ajump. “It’s pretty
cool when at night, especially when you do a stadium jump.
Thelightsareunreal.”

TheKnightsnormally do tandem jumpsfor mediaor dig-
nitaries, once or twice ayear, said Cpl. Mike Scott, amem-
ber of the Knights.

Scott has been jumping on hisown since 1993 and com-
pleted 5,000 jumpsbeforeenlisting inthe Army in 2000. Since
joining the Knights after parachuterigger school, he'scom-
pleted another 2,000 jumps.

TheKnightswanted to build relationshipswiththeArmy’s
career branch managers, and the day of their jumpswill be
aday seven members of PERSCOM will never forget.

Beforethejump the seven new jumpers made jokes about
their upcoming experience. Only acouple had been through
airborne school at Fort Benning, Ga. One of them waslLt.
Col. Darrell Todd, who works at PERSCOM ' s Office of the

Photo by Spc. Bill Putnam

Three jumpers leap into the air at 14,000 feet during a tandem jump over
Orange, Va., Aug. 25.

Deputy Chief of Staff Operations.

The parachutesthe Knightsuse are different than the regu-
lar chutes the Army uses, so the experience of opening the
Knights ‘chuteistotaly different, hesaid.

“Youreally fedl itinyour shoulders,” hesaid. “It feelslike
ajolt.”

But no one expected to jump from almost 14,000 feet.

A collective gasp went through the group when Staff Sgt.
Bryan Schnell, amember of the Knights, briefed them before
they suited up.

The descent would |ast about four minutes, with thefree
fal lasting one minute and three more once the canopy opened,
Schnell said.

The rate of descent would be about 120 miles per hour,
said Schnell. A drag ‘ chute would be deployed after they left
theaircraft. Without that, the rate of descent would be about
190 miles per hour.

Jumping fromthat height wasalittle daunting for thegroup,

though. Most everyone joked around with more
than ahint of nervousnessbeforethefirst four jump-
ers boarded the DHC-6 Twin Otter plane.

The plane then took off into the clear sky and
thoseleft behind waited. It took about five minutes
for the planeto reach the jump altitude. Then, be-
foreanyoneknew it, two chutes opened up, with
othersfollowing every eight secondsor so.

A Knight wearing a helmet with avideo and
still-cameraal so jumped to record the experience
for thefirst-timejumper.

Using special, competition-grade parachutes,
the tandem teams could steer and land anywhere
they wanted on the Drop Zone. The‘ chutes made
tight turnsto theleft and right after they opened up
at 4,500 feet. The air was so still on the DZ that
yelling from the teams could be heard from that
height.

Some of theteamsskidded inontheir feet, and
acouple skidded in on their behinds. Therewasa
lot of laughing after everyonelanded. Most of them
said were happy they jumped, but happier they
jumped from such ahigh altitude.

A normal tactical jumpinthe Army ismade at
1,200 feet, Todd said. So jumping from 10 times
that height was unreal, he added.

“Thisbeats jumping tactically any day,” Todd
said. “It’slikenight and day.”

The force of descent was so fast that impres-
sionswerevisiblefrom thewind goggles around
everyone'seyes. Their faceswereasoalittlewind

burned.

Perhaps Sgt. 1st Class Lisa Glover, the branch manager
for enlisted reclassification at PERSCOM, best summed up
the experience. Thefirst-timejumper kept saying, “ That was
amazing” after shelanded with Van Soelen. “ That was amaz-
ing.”

Each of thejumpers had achancefor two jumpsthat day.
Predictably enough, only three took the Knights up on the of -
fer.

The flight up to the drop off was alittle looser than the
first. Everyonejoked around about |ooking forward to therush
of leaving an airplane at nearly 14,000 feet.

“The second time around was much better”, said Ma.
Daniel Davis, whoworkswith Todd at PERSCOM, “ because
you knew what to expect.”

For moreinformation about the Golden Knights' season,
visit their website at www.armygol denknights.com or contact
Golden Knightsmediarelationsat (910) 396-7423.
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GCommunity Updates

Meeting at La Hacienda

A “roundup,” focusing on upcoming Fort Huachuca
events, will be held 10-11:30 a.m. on Tuesday at LaHaci-
enda. For moreinformation, call 533-1143.

Parent University will be Tuesday

The Parent University, sponsored by Army Community
Service, will be held from Tuesday through 12. For more
information, call 533-6879 or 533-2330.

Living Values Days

The 111" M| Brigadewill present Living Army ValuesDay,
Wednesday and Sept 4. Eventsinclude amotivational speaker,
breskfast and areligiousservice. Cdl 538-1252 for moreinfor-
metion.

Blood drive in September
TheRed Crosswill hold ablood drive, 9a.m. —12:30 p.m.
on Sept. 12 at the Murr Community Center.

Family Readiness training

Family Readiness Group training will take place at the Murr
Community Center on Saturday, startingat 9a.m.
An intermediate Family Readiness Group workshop will be
offered Sept. 16 at 6 p.m. and again Sept. 17 at 9am., at Murr
Comunity Center.

Theworkshop will becomprised of threeArmy Family Team
Building classes, on persondlity traits, building acohesiveteam

Condgruction cl

Starting on Wednesday, closureson post to do final
therewill beaseriesof road asphalt repairsin conjunc-

and conflict management. Theseinsightful classeswill assist
the FRG leader and volunteersin making their FRG excdl.
Pleaseregister for either session of theworkshop no later than
Sept. 12 by calling ACS at 533-2330 or 533-5919.

Holiday refuse collection adjustment

In observance of Labor Day, the post refuse collection con-
tractor will adjust the pickup scheduleasfollows. Family hous-
ing occupantswith aregular pickup on Monday will be picked
up on Tuesday. Tuesday’sroutewill be picked up onWednes-
day. Post pickup of dumpstersand roll-offsnormally emptied
onMonday will either be dumped on Tuesday or Wednesday.

Questions concerning refuse service may bedirected to the
contract inspector at 533-3574.

Passport Office hours notice
Fort Huachuca Passport Office hourswill be, 8—11a.m.,
and 1-3 p.m,. Monday through Friday.

Thrift shop hours change

The Fort Huachuca Thrift Shop will be open Sept. 6 from
9:30am. until 1:30 p.m. for shopping. Consignmentswill be
taken until 1 p.m. The Thrift Shop is open to the public for
sales. For moreinformation call 458-4606.

POW luncheon/walkathon Sept. 17

The Chaplain’sActivities Officewill host aprisoner of war/
missing in action commemorativeluncheonfrom11:30am. -1
p.m. on Sept. 17 at LaHacienda. The event, featuring music

and apresentation of the national colorsand POW/MIA flag,is
opentothepublic. A POW/MIA walkathon, also opentothe
public, will be held starting at 6 a.m. on Sept. 17, at Chaffee
Field. For moreinformation, call 533-3185.

School workshop for parents

Professiona educator Mary Keller isoverseeing two work-
shopsfor parentswith school-aged children on Wednesday.

Oneoffersadvocacy training and skillsto parentsof school-
agechildrenfirg throughfifth gradefrom 9-11 am. at the School
Age Servicesbuilding on Fort Huachuca.

Parentswith children in middle or high school arealsoin-
vitedtolearnto plan a“ successful journey through high school
and beyond,” from 6-8 p.m. at the L ecture Pod in BuenaHigh
School Performing Arts Center.

Keéller, executivedirector of the Texas-based Military Child
Education Coalition, served asapublic school educator for a
most 21 years. She hasal so written several publications. For
moreinformation, call 533-1133.

Spanish test offered

A college-level Spanish examination program test isbe-
ing offered at the Education Center. Thetest isfreeto ac-
tive duty military and family members, who must call to
schedule the test. Family members may take the test for
$56.

Therecommended credit hours are between six and 12,
Cochise College grants 15 semester hour creditsfor thetest,
which involvesaudio and reading (all multiple-choice ques-
tions). For moreinformation, call 533-2390/2047/5690/1701.
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Environmental Beat

Fort Huachucawages war on trash

BY JOANB.VASEY
MEDIA RELATIONS SPECIALIST

TheFort Huachucagarrisonwill soonbegoing
towar and Fort Huachucaresdentsare asked to
janin.

Thiswill not beawar onterrorism, but awar
ontrash- that left behind by undocumentedimmi-
grantsasthey makether way northfrom Mexico.
Likeother publicand privatelandsaong thebor-
der, Fort Huachucaland istherepository of trash
fromborder crossers.

“When hiking, bicycling or horseback riding
everyonecan help by packing out moretrashthan
they packin,” said Fort HuachucaGarrison Com-
mander Col. Lawrence J. Portouw at the quar-
terly Fort Huachuca Conservation Committee
meating Aug. 20.

“If enough peopleand volunteer groupsjoinin

theeffort, it canredly makeadifferenceon Fort
Huachuca. Thisalsoisagood project for unitson
theingtalationwho are seeking community ser-
viceprojects,” Portouw added.

The Bureau of Land Management recently
received a$700,000 grant from thefedera gov-
ernment to clean up UDI trashin Southern Ari-
zona

Approximately $400,000 wasawarded tothe
Tucsonfiddoffice, while$300,000will beusadfor
cleanup projectsin the Safford area. Labor for
these projectswill comefromavariety of sources,
including volunteers, aBLM officid stated. Fort
Huachucaplansto seek out smilar fundingfor UDI
trash cleanup projects, Portouw announced at the
Aug. 20 mesting.

Water datareleased
Thewater pumpagefor July is55,401,000gd-
lonsor 170 acre-feet andisequivaent to 1.8 mil-

liongalonsper day.

TheJduly pumpageis17.7 percent morethan
that pumped in July 2002 (140 acre-feet); how-
ever, July’spumpageis 33.6 percent lessthan the
21-year (1982-2002) July average (256 acre-
feet).

Total water pumped year to date (January-
July: 934 acre-feet) isjust lessthan 1 percent
lessthan that pumped in 2002 (943 acre-feet).

July 2003 water usageat theU.S. Forest Ser-
vice Tanker Station on Libby Army Airfieldis
103,188 gdlons(0.32 acre-feet), used primarily
to fight the Aspen Fire and the fire within the
BLM’s San Pedro conservation area). Year-to-
datewater uis637,769 gdlons(1.96 acre-feet).

Treated effluent reusefor July was43.2 acre-
feet. Thisiswater that did not haveto be pumped
from the groundwater aguifer (awater and en-
ergy savings) to irrigate the golf course and
Chaffee Parade Field /Prosser Village.

Theincreaseinwater pumpagein July isdue
to several factors. Water use increased due to
dust/fire control in conjunctionwith the effluent
reusecondruction project and thefamily housing

demolition/construction project in Pershing
Plaza-West. Another factor was thewater use
involved with theestablishment of sod-turf aress
associated with the family housing project in
BonnieBlink and Cavalry Park.

(Mason/Cranda /Wright areg). Part of thein-
creaseisaso attributed to the fire suppression
effortsby theU.S. Forest Serviceoriginatingfrom
LAAF.

Another significant factor for theincreased
usageisduetotheprolonged drought and itsaf-
fectsonthevegetationwithinthecantonment area.
To support thiseffect, theuse of sprinklerswas
extended into themonth of July for thefirst time
sincetherestricted watering policy wasimple-
mentedinMarch 1994.
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Competition shows NCOsare made of 1ron

BY SPC.MATTHEW
CHLOSTA
SCOUT STAFF

It could have been early
bird getstheworm or survival
of the fittest, both clichés
were appropriate asthe lron
Noncommissioned Officers
Competition kicked off Aug.
14 at 5 a.m. in the sky blue
light of dawn at ApacheFlats.

Sgt. 1st Class Brian
Lemaster, general support
company, 7th Special Forces
Group, Fort Bragg, N.C. took
top honorsinthemale’'scom-
petition and Sgt. 1st Class
MichelleAltvater, Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Op-
erations Company, 742nd
Military Intelligence Battal-
ion, Fort Mead, Md., won the

tion pitsthe most-fit female
and male soldiersinthe Ad-
vanced NCO’s Course
against one another. Seven
NCOs competed last week,
six malesand onefemale.

“1 enjoyed the camarade-
rie,” said Lemaster. “The
competitors were stronger
than | thought they would be.
| felt tested. It was pretty
challenging, but alot of fun.”

To compete for the Iron
NCO title students had to
score 270 points or above on
their final physical fitness
test, including 90 pointsin all
three events.

The events for the Iron
NCO competition consisted
of pull-ups, dips, aone-mile
run and a 10K ruck march

“We chose exercisesthat
aredifferent thantheAPFT,”
said 1st Sgt. Bill Hedges,
NCO Academy. “We test
them physically with exer-
cises that are closer to real
world movements that we
would dointhefield.

“Thelron NCOisan ex-
cellent perspective, bench-
mark, identifier for fitness,”
added Hedges.

“Thecompetitionisn't for
everybody,” said Iron com-
petitor Sgt. 1st Class Rick
Paulson, Company A. 902nd,
Military Intelligence, Rock
Island, Il. “Itisreally de-
manding and agood motiva-
tor for elite NCOsthat do PT.
I’m glad to be apart of it.”

As each soldier com-

formed nor how fast they
completed the run and ruck
march, said Hedges, which
heightened the intensity of
the competition.

By keeping the overall
scores secret, it allows the
competitors to compete
against each other and
themselves, added Hedges.
Thewinners, who had their
name placed on the Iron
NCO plaque at the NCO
Academy, were announced
at the ANCOC dining in/
graduation ceremony on
Wednesday.

“This competition is a
good opportunity to bond and
compete,” said Sgt. Magj.
Charles Goodman, Com-
mandant of the NCO Acad-

femaleside.
The Iron NCO competi-

with 25 percent of each
competitor’sbody weight.

petes, they are not told how
many repetitions they per-

emy.

System upgrade changes DEERS
enrollment, family SSNs needed

Due to a recent system up-
grade, the Defense Enrollment Eli-
gibility Reporting System now re-
quires that valid Social Security
numbers be entered on all depen-
dentsenrolledin DEERS.

When a sponsor’'s DEERS ac-
count isopened for any reason, and
if thereisadependent in the sys-
tem without an SSN entered, the
system will establish a90-day sus-
pense for the sponsor to bring in
proof of the dependent’s SSN.
Upon expiration of the 90-day sus-
pense, direct carefor family mem-
bers will be automatically sus-
pended; which means that medi-
cal access and treatment for the
sponsor’sfamily memberswill be
denied, until SSN verification is
met. ThisisaDepartment of De-
fense DEERS system-wide up-
grade and is not governed by the

Fort Huachuca D Card Section.
By regulation, official docu-
mentation must be physically
viewed by the verifying official
prior to entering the SSN in the
system. SSNscan be verified with
a Social Security card, passport,
letter from the Social Security
Administration, or driver’slicense.
Documentation must be brought to

the Fort Huachuca ID Card Sec-
tion, Bldg 41420.

Sponsors who are deployed
overseas do not need to be con-
cerned with thisrequirement until
they return from deployment and
are advised by the ID Card Sec-
tion of a 90-day suspense to pro-
vide dependent SSN verification.
For all other sponsors, thereisno
urgent need to bring in therequired
documentation until the next time
they require update of their
DEERS account, or have been no-
tified by the ID Card Section that
a 90-day suspense has been im-
posed to verify dependent SSNs.

All sponsors who received a
Common Access Card since April
need not concern themselveswith
thisissue unlessthey weretold by
the clerk who issued their card that
documentation was required.

“I emphasize PT.
They areall champions.”

Photo by Spc. Matthew Chlosta

Sgt. 1st Class Brian Lemaster encourages Sgt. 1st Class
Michelle Altvater at the end of the 10k ruck march.

160th Signal Brigadewill
activatewhiledeployed

The160th Strategic Signal Bri-
gadewill conduct their activation
ceremony in Arifjan, Kuwait,
Sept. 3.

Thisnew brigadewill fecilitate
the U.S. Army Central
Command'srequirement for com-
muni cations support in the South-
west Asiaareaof responsibility.
Thebrigadewill dso providecom-
mand and control of echelons-
above-corps Signa el ementsper-
manently assigned in the theater.

Thebrigadewill consist of a
headquarters company, two Sig-
nal battalionswith two companies
each - the 25th Signal Battalion
with the 550th Signal Company
and 580th Signal Company, and
the 54th Signal Battalion with the
228th Signal Company and 519th
Signd Company - located in Saudi

Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait. One
Separate company - the 385th Sig-
nal Company (assignedtothe 11th
Signa Brigade) - will beunder the
operational control of the 160th
Signa Brigade.

The 160th Strategic Signal
Brigade is a subordinate com-
mand of U.S. Army Network
Enterprise Technology Com-
mand/9th Army Signd Command
(NETCOM/9th ASC), but will be
under the operational control of
ARCENT.

In December, the Department
of the Army approved the con-
cept to create a new signal bri-
gade, and authorized NETCOM/
9th ASC to issue permanent or-
ders to activate the 160th.
NETCOM/9th ASC issued those
ordersJan. 31.
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