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New phonebooks
Thisyear’s Thunder Moun-
taineer Unofficid Guideand Fort
TelephoneDirectory hasarrived.
Toreserveyour copies, cal An-
gdaMoncur, commandinforma:
tion chief, at 533-1985.
Phonebooks may be picked up
a the Public Affairs Office,
Building211150nBrownParade
Feld acrossfromthegazebo.

April dinner meeting

TheCoroneado Chepter of the
Military OfficersAssociation of
America, formerly the Retired
OfficersAssodation, will holdits
monthly dinner meating starting
a6 pm. Friday at LakeSdeAc-
tivity Centre.

Cocktalswill befrom6to7
p.m.withdinner sarvedat 7. The
dinner mestingisopentoMOAA
members, pousesand guests.

For more information, call
Chapter Secretary Joe Gill at
458-4099 or e-mail

joedill1@cox.net.

Child caretraining

Fort HuachucaFamily Child
Careisnow accepting applica-
tionsfor the next training class
that beginsMonday. Thetrain-
ingisfrom8am.to 1:30 p.m,,
Monday through Friday. For
moreinformetion, call 533-2498
or send an e-mail to
fec@huaamy.mil.

Gatewood meeting
Thenext Gatewood housing
area Town Hall meeting is
scheduledfor 6 p.m. onApril 26
a Murr Recregtion Community
Center. Themaintopicwill be
the new mayora program, its
impact on resdents, and how
busnesswill beconductedinthe
future. All resdents of Hall,
Kautz, Brown, Patch, Fullerand
Hannaareencouragedtoattend.

INSIDE

Wildlife

Fort kids learn about native
animals.
-Page 4

e
Running
Combat Medic Run shapes

up life savers.
- Page B6

Life as a kid

see Pages 4and 5.

Month of the Military Child celebrates kids in our community. On Saturday,Sydney Icenhower, 3, joined hundreds of other tykes who had their
faces painted, visited witht he Easter Bunny, and played in inflatable obstacles at Veteran’s Memorial Park. For more on Month of the Military Child
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Portouw prepares to depart
Commander will miss history of fort

BY SPC. SUSAN REDWINE

SCOUT STAFF

Col. Lawrence Portouw, garrison commander

at Fort Huachuca for the past two years, is get-
ting ready to pack his bags and head to Fort

|| McPherson, Ga., where hewill take the G2 posi-
tionfor Third Army. Portouw will hand over com-
mand on Wednesday to Col. Jonathan B. Hunter,
the current G2 of U.S. Army South at Fort Sam

Houston, Texas.

Portouw said he was both * disappointed and
relieved” to be leaving aposition he had put his
heart and soul into for the last two years.

One of the biggest changesthat occurred dur-
ing hiscommand was the placement of installa-
tion management under the authority of the In-
stallation Management Agency about ayear and
ahalf ago, the departing colonel said.

“It'sthe biggest field operating agency inthe
U.S. Army with the biggest budget,” Portouw said.

“It'sastaggering amount of change.”

He said IMA has created more uniform ser-
vicesand funding levelsacrossinstallations.

Other changes Portouw said he’s seen under
hiswatch have been the opening of the Time Out,
an overhaul of Morale, Welfare and Recreation
business operations and the remodeling of LaHa-
cienda. Further, he predicted major changesto
the LakeSideActivity Centre and apossible pub-
lic/private ventureto bring abowling alley inside
the post near the main gate.

See PORTOUVY, see Page 7

Smith band achieves highest rating

BY SPC. SUSAN REDWINE
SCOUT STAFF

The Smith Middle School band trav-
eled onApril 3to Phoenix to partici-
pateinArizona's Pageant of Bandsto
bejudged intheir performance by mu-
sic teachers and professional musi-
cians. This year, Smith’s band re-

ceived the highest rating, superior with
digtinction, whichislikegettinganA+,
said Smith’s band director Daniel
Howdeshell.

Hesaid hetakesthe band thereto
get an objective evaluation to make
sure the band is doing what it’s ex-
pected. Each band getsarating rang-
ing from poor to superior. Thebands

are told what their rating is, but not
what other bands’ ratings are, so the
pageant is not a competition,
Howdeshell said. The bands get 30
minutesto play two pieces of music
at the pageant, Howdeshell said.

“I knew weweregoingtodowell,”
hesaid. “Every year it'sdifferent with
different judges. Thisyear wasexcep-

tionaly wonderful for us”

Howdeshell said his80 or so band
memberscomein beforeschool to prac-
ticefrom7to7:55am.

“The kids are real dedicated,”
Howdeshdl said. “Evenat that hour we
havefew problemswith attendance.”

See BAND, Page 7

Korean War Soldier honored

school in order to serve

Photo by Sgt. kristi T. Jaeger

Heroic actions were
recognized when Corporal
Edward N. Beal was
posthumously awarded the
Distinguished Service
Cross. Frances English,
Beal's sister, accepted the
award on behalf of her
brother who was killed
more than 50 years ago in
the Korean War.

Distinguished
Service Cross
awarded more
than 50 years

after heroic action

BY SGT.
KRISTI T.JAEGER
SCOUT STAFF

Morethan 50 years ago
awar wasfought on foreign
soil. It claimed the lives of
more than 33,000 troops. A
Soldier, who selflessly gave
hislife, has now been rec-

ognized for his heroic con-
tributions during the Korean
War.

The Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross was presented
Tuesdayin aceremony held
at Brown Parade Field.

The award was pre-
sented by Congressman Jim
Kolbe to Frances English,
the sister of Corporal Ed-
ward Beal.

The DSC issecond only
to the Medal of Honor.
Sincetheend of the Vietnam
War, the U.S. Army hasonly
awarded one DSC.

Beal, a native of Dou-

glas, Ariz., was posthu-
mously awarded the DSC
for his extraordinary hero-
ism in action against an
armed enemy near
Chudong-ni, Koreawhile as-
signed to Company A, 19th
Infantry Regiment, 24th In-
fantry Division.

“Thisistheway it should
be, an appropriate tribute,”
said Major Gen. James
Hylton, commanding general
Network Enterprise Tech-
nology Command.

English recalled when
Beal enlisted inthe military.

Beal dropped out of

his country and threat-
ened to lie about hisage
if their mother didn’t sign
for himtoenlist, shesaid.

English, whose father
and older brother served
in World War 1I, was
around 16 or 17 when her
family was notified that
Beal was missing in ac-
tion.

He was | ater reported
killed in action. “It
doesn’t set in until well
after,” she said. “1 was
quiteyoung.”

See BEAL, Page 3
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Team Talk

Aprll IS Month of Military Child

BY
MAJ.GEN.JAMES
“SPIDER”
ANDMARTY
MARKS

ThisisMonth of the Military Child.
Thekids have been having lots of good
timeswith all kinds of special activities
planned in their honor, and the excitement
continues with another two weeks' worth
of all sortsof fun thingsto do.

For instance, New Beginnings Child
Development Center has avery special
parade scheduled for 9 am. April 22. The
children and their parentswill be dressing
up astheir favorite children’s storybook
characters and walking through specific
neighborhoods. Thisevent isopen to
everyone, so you' re welcometo partici-
pate, or come out to watch our storybook
characterson parade. If you'd like more
information about the parade route and
times or any other events planned at the
CDC for Month of the Military Child, call
533-3694/5209.

Speaking of our children —areyou
interested in caring for childrenin your
home? This might be the perfect way for
you to have a career you love while being
able to work out of your own home. Our
Family Child Care office providesfree
training, and classes begin this Monday.

If you are interested in this super pro-
gram, call 533-2498. On behalf of the
entire community, our thanksto all the
much needed, hard-working FCC provid-
€ers on post.

Do you need alittle help with check-
book management or budgeting issues?
Our Army Community Servicesfolksare
hereto lend ahand. Throughout this
month, they are offering lunchtime finan-
cial readiness classesfrom noonto 1 p.m.
on Wednesdays at Murr Community
Center. These classes are hereto help
you, and | applaud everyone who takes
advantage of this program. The classes
are agreat tool you can use to hone skills
you already have, learn new ones, and
make sure you’re on theright track with
important financial issues before they
become real problemsfor you. For more
information, call 533-6884.

The ICW Superstars of Wrestling are
headed for Barnes Field House Saturday
at 7 p.m. Tickets are available at the door
for $10 (children 6 and under arefree);
you can save $2 by buying your ticketsin
advance. The card includes Disco In-
ferno, the Navaho Warrior, Lady Satan,
and Hawaiian Lion. If you'd like an
autograph or photo of one of your wres-
tling heroes, be at the Post Exchange from
5t0 6 p.m. Saturday. For moreinforma-
tion on this super event, call 533-2404.

On Wednesday, we'll say farewell to
Col. Larry and Charlotte Portouw, with
the garrison commander’s change of
command ceremony at 10 am. on Brown
Parade Field. Under Portouw’s |leadership,
the Fort Huachucagarrison has continued
to stay in the forefront of innovation and
efficiency withinthe Army. Charlotte’'s
involvement in community activities,
including the Fort Huachuca Spouses’
Club, hasbeen areal blessing for all of us.
We will surely missthem, and we wish
themwell in their next home and assign-
ment. And, we know you all join with usin
welcoming the new garrison commander,
Col. Jonathan Hunter, and hiswife, Judy.

One more reminder.. sprlng clean up
isset for April 26-30 and will focuson the
cantonment area. Also, April 29 isset
asidefor al of uslivingin government
quartersto pick up around our own
homes. All organizations and directorates
should also use clean up week to conduct
athorough police call around their build-
ings.

We have developed alist of community
service projects available on post, includ-
ing trimming roadside mesquitetrees,
weeding xeriscape areas, maintaining
trails, and repairing picnic tables and
benches. | ask all unitsto select a project
from thelist so that we can all —together
—work to beautify and enhance the
appearance of Fort Huachuca. Call 533-
2619 for information on the completelist
of community service projects, to select
oneto carry out, or to add a project that’s
not on thelist but that you and your unit
would liketo do.

While our concerted clean up efforts
take place just twice ayear, | appreciate
each and every thing you all do on adaily,
individual basisto keep thisgreat place
we all call home neat and clean. Thanks!

Commentary

Your mother wears combat boots
why not combat arms insignia?

BY SPC.KARIMAL.MARES SeeingaSoldier fdl totheground, Thiswoman happenedtobean asmensothey couldfight for our nursesintheArmy, and 202
ARMY NEWS SERVICE wounded by Britishfirg,thewoman,  atilleryman’swife—Mary Hays country, but neverthelessthey fought.  previoudly contracted nurses
Inthescorchingheatondune  whohadnoexperienceasagunner,  McCauly, better knownasMolly Althoughwomen havebeen wereinductedintotheArmy
28,1778,ayoungwomancaried  pickedupthegunners rammer gaff,  Pitcher. fighting for alongtime, weweren't NurseCorps.
pitcher after pitcher of waterinto  andwithout hesitation manned the EvenbeforePitcher’stime, officidly recognized assarvice By thetimethe 1940srolled
themist of cannon-fireduringthe  gunduring heavy enemy fire. women havefought dongsidetheir membersuntil Feb. 28, 1901. Onthat
Battleof Monmouth, searching Thiswomanfought bravelyinthe ~ maecounterparts. Mostof thetime  day, theU.S. military established the
for comradesinneed of aid. faceof danger. they havehadtodisguisethemselves  first permanent rolefor women, as See WOMEN, Page 6

Scout On The Street

What is the best thing about your service branch?

“Situational “Espirit de Corps. |  “The thing | admire “The chance to “The opportunity to “The way the Air
awareness.” see Soldiers doing most about my have seen the travel. Definitely.”  Force looks out for
U.S. Marine Corps Master nasty things and service is the world. I've seen U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. their families.”
Gunnery Sgt. Frank  o1her Soldiers from values that the everything except _Jill Schweigert - g ajr Force Staff Sgt.
Cartledge, U.S. Marine i i " . , 304th Military Intelligence Quentin Sereal
Corps Detachment  different companies Army represents. Europe. If it hadn't Battalion 304th MI Bn
don’t correct them U.S. Army Sgt. Tim Holley  been for the Navy, |
) Army Substance Abuse wouldn’t have seen
becaur?‘e they re_ Program, Headquarters . ,
from a different unit. and Headquarters everything I've
If it was any other Company, U.S. Army seen.”
. , Garrison .
Marine, I'd let them Petty Officer 1st Class
Jason McKay
know and squ?re U.S. Navy Cencryptology
them away. Detachment
Lance Cpl. Tyler Harlow
MARDET
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Boardman new commander,
Komo retlresfrom IEWTD

BY SPC. SUSAN REDWINE

SCOUT STAFF

The Intelligence Electronic Warfare
Test Division, U.S. Army Operational
Test Command at Fort Huachuca wit-
nessed the passing of command to Col.
Michael W. Boardman, from retiring
Commander Col. EugeneKomo Jr.ina
ceremony on Brown Parade Field April

8.

Brig. Gen. James R. Myles, OTC
commander, saidin hisspeech at the cer-
emony that successstartswith putting the
right person in aleadership position be-
causetheunit will begin to take on char-
acteristics of thecommander.

Hesaid OTC'smission isto look at
every pieceof equipment and conduct op-
erationd testsusing Soldiersinrea-world
conditionsto ensure that the equipment
the Army isusing will work in theater.
He also said the equipment needs to be
tested fast so that it can get to the Sol-

diersinthefield fast.

“1t’s about making sure that what is
fielded in thefutureistheright piece of

equipment,” Mylessaid.

Mylesmade hisconfidencein the new
commander clear in his remarks at the

ceremony.

“1 believewe havetheright personin
the right post to continue the mission,”
he said. “One of your own isin com-
mand and | wouldn’t have it any other

way.”

Boardman served as garrison com-
mander on Fort Huachucafor threeyears.
Komo said he started hisArmy ca-
reer on Fort Huachuca as a young sec-
ond lieutenant studying military intelli-
genceand that it isfitting that his career

same post.

During hisremarks,
Komo acknowledged
the great support he's
gotten from hisfamily
throughout hismilitary

career.

voice.

the battlefield.

Komo invoked the
M1 creed several times

during his speech.

In closing, he said,
“...lamaSoldier first,
but anintelligence pro-

brought him back tore-

“You have always
been therefor me,” he
toldhiswife, Linda, with
emotion evidentinhis

The talent and
peopleworkingat OTC
here can’t befound any-
whereeseintheworld,
Komo said. He also
saidthegoal of OTCis
to make sure Soldiers
havethe best equipment
becauseitisthekey to
success in winning on

distinguished service.

fessional second to

none.”

Boardman said hisexperiencein Af-

Photo by Spc. Susan Redwine

Col. Eugene Komo Jr., right, received the Legion of
Merit and the Knowlton Award for his years of

mand of the organization.

“1 can't tell you how good it isto be
ghanistan showed him that today’sArmy  back and accept the challenge and privi-
includesnot only Soldiers, but contract lege of command,” hesaid. “A command

civiliansand that both groupsarework- is something special, aprivilege and an

focus.

ing toward acommon goal. He saidthe honor that | gratefully accept.”
Army of today ishighly mixed, but it still
is one team with one mission and one for theincoming commander.

Komo also expressed hishigh regard

“Boardman isasuper officer and will

Theincoming commander reflected take IEWTD to a new height and new
ontheprivilegehefdtfor takingoncom- level of excellence.”

Protazoan plague hits local birds

Arizonatrichomoniasis outbreak not aconcern for humans, however

BY1LT.
GEORGEM.DEGUZMAN
CHIEF, ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH

Fort Huachuca recently
received a message from the
Arizona Game and Fish De-
partment and ArizonaDepart-
ment of Public Health regard-
ing aplagueinthebird com-
munity in selected areas of
Arizonain 2003. Thereisan
outbreak of trichomoniasisin
western Arizona that affects
thebird community.

ThePreventive Medicine
Environmental Health section
of the Raymond W. Bliss
Army Health Center is con-
cerned with this latest news
becausetrichomoniasiscan be
mistaken for the West Nile
Virus. Generally, we monitor
the presence of WNV in the
area through the mosquito
population aswell asthe dead
birdsthe beginning of summer
until around October every
year. Anincreased number of
dead birds found in the area
cansend awrong signal tothe
community.

What is trichomoniasis?
Trichomoniasisisaninfec-
tion cause by aprotozoan Tri-
chomonasgallinae—asingle-
celled animal —that generally
poses little threat until tem-

peratures exceed 75 OF and
evening lowsareabove50. It
caninfect pigeons, doves, tur-
keys, chicken, quail, hawks,
eagles,falcons, cannaries,
keets, parrots,
sparrows, )
swdlow, gold-
finches, and
cardinals.
Birds may
become in-
fected by in-
gesting the parasitein contami-
nated water. Aninfected bird
may have aloss of appetite,
vomiting, ruffled feathers, di-
arrhea, dysphagia(difficulty in
swallowing), dyspnea (diffi-
culty inbreething), weight loss,
and increased thirst. Young
birds are most frequently in-
fected and can die from the
parasite. Some birds may be
carriers and show no sign of
thedisease.

Can this affect humans?

Thereareonly threestrains
of trichomonasthat areknown
to affect humans. These are
the Trichomonastenax (mouth
tomouth), T. huminis(liver),
andT. vagindis(throughinter-
Course).

Whattodoif youseeasick
bird?

If youfind adiseased bird,
it's best to report it to the

v
VZ W

inddlation’'swildlifebiologist a
533-7083 or tothestateor lo-
cal wildlifeagency if youlive
off post. If you areadvisedto
takethebird in for an exami-
nation, try to catch
thebird by throw-
ing alight towel
over itandplacing
it in a box with
airholes. If you
find a dead bird,
placeitinadouble
plastic bag and into the gar-
bage (wear gloves).

Preventing outbreaks

Outbreaks can be pre-
vented by following theseeasy
steps.

1. Minimizetherisk of in-
fecting other birdsby cleaning
your feeder areathoroughly.
I nfected birds can contaminate
water containers (bird baths)
with their oral secretions,
which may expose many other
birdsto the disease.

2. If you see several dis-
eased birds, takedown all your
feedersfor at least aweek to
givethebirdsachancetodis-
perse.

3. Keepthefeedersdown
until you nolonger seediseased
individuals. And remember
that prevention is the key to
avoiding the spread of disease.

4. Anyonefedingtheneed

to feed birds, you should put
out only asmdl amount of food
out at atime.

5. Regularly clean your
feeders even when there are
no signsof diseaseand prevent
overcrowding by adding more
feedersor setting up different
typesof feedersthat dlow only
afew birdstovigt at onetime.

Cutting off an easy food
supply ishealthy for the bird
population. Allowing thebirds
to forage is a best course of
action becauseit forcesbirds
to distribute throughout the
habitat during the nesting sea-
son.

Thisactualy reducesstress
of trying to defend afeeding
territory withal theother birds
in the area that are using the
bird feeder. Inaddition, leav-
ing a feeder and birdbath
empty doesn’t mean birds
won't frequent homes. Birds
can be attracted to property
if ownerstakethetimeto do
landscaping with native veg-
etation.

While feeders and bird-
baths are not the only meth-
ods for this protozoan to
spread inthebird community,
Game and Fish Department
biologists, believe these
simple precautions can help
prevent a similar outbreak
thisyear.

Beal, from Page 1

On the night of Dec. 31, 1950, Chinese communist
forces attacked the 19th Infantry Division. Moving his
machine gun to an exposed position, Beal fired back,
resulting in the enemy’swithdrawal from the frontal as-
sault. Unable to achieve their objective, enemy forces
moved to the side to make another attempt.

Anticipating this maneuver, Beal moved hismachine
gun to amore advantageous location. Hisgunfire was
so precise and effective that the enemy was again forced
back.

An estimated 150 enemy combatantswerekilled. The
next morning his company was ordered to withdraw, but
Beal volunteered to stay behind and was last seen deliv-
ering heavy gunfire on the enemy.

“Heliterally gave hislife so fellow comrades could
live,” Kolbe said. Most of the family members present
never had the chanceto meet Beal, he said. “It isappro-
priateto recognizethis Soldier.”

A smile came across English’s face when she spoke
of the fondest memory she has of her brother. “We used
to find wild burrows by the smelter,” she said. “We
would get up agang and ride them into the yard, raising
kane.” Our mother would throw afit about the siblings
bringing the burrowsinto the yard, she said.

Beal also cameto hissister’srescue when they were
riding horses one day, she said. A horse English was
riding took off, and although she was scared, Beal en-
couraged her to hang on. “ After that | told him to never
let merideagain,” English said jokingly.

“1 didn’t expect this,” English said through tears.

“It feelswonderful. Itisaclosure,” shesaid. “1 was
wondering when and where | was going to get thisfor
him.”

With abit of help and determination, English hasgiven
her brother the recognition he deserved, identifying him
asoneof themilitary’sfinest.

Service News

Units commended with two new medals

Secretary of theAir Force Dr. James G Roche approved
two new medal srecognizing unitsfor outstanding heroismin
combat and for achievement or servicein direct support of
combat operations.

TheGadlant Unit Citation and the MeritoriousUnit Award
can beawarded toAir Forceactive-duty, Reserveand Guard
unitsfor actionsor servicewhiledirectly supporting combat
operdions.

Both meda sarecurrently inthe design phase, which may
take several months before they are ready for wear, AFPC
officidssad.

Air Force recognized for ethics program

TheAir Forcewasrecognized April 7 at the Pentagon for
outstanding achievement in developing and managingitsethics
program.

Theprogramisoneof 12 federd programsrecognizedthis
year. Selection wasbased on areview during 2003.

“You haveethicstraining that goesway beyond themini-
mumrequirements,” sadMarilynL. Glynn, acting director and
genera council of the Office of Government Ethic.

FMF warfare changes affect junior sailors

Navy officia sgpproved changestotheenlisted Fleet Ma-
rine Forcewarfare specialist programin late February, now
requiringdl activeduty junior enlisted Sailorsassgnedto FMF
commeandsto completequdificationswithintheir first 18 months
aboard. The change affectsjunior corpsmen, dental techni-
ciansand religiousprogramsspecidists.

Under previousregulations, E-1sthrough E-4sintheserat-
ingswerenot required to earnthe FMF warfaredesignation;
thiswasonly mandatory for 2nd classpetty officersand above.

Other changestothe FMF instruction alow medical and
denta trestment facility personnel assigned to operationd plat-
formsaugmenting Marine Corpscommandsto participatein
the FMFwarfare program. All full-time support personne as-
signed to Marine Forces Reserve commands can earn their
FMF warfare devicesnow.

Realistic lessons at Balikatan 2004

Membersof the9th Nava Congtruction Regiment andthe
PhilippineArmy’s51st Engineer Brigade practiced lessons
learned from Operation Iragi Freedom in exercise “Kedge
Hammer,” aspart of an annud U.S. and Republic of the Phil-
ippineshilateral, combined exercisecaled Baikatan 2004 in
March.

Officersfrom the Philippine Navy Seabeesaso partici-
pated. Membersof the 30th NCR/1st Naval Construction Di-
vison Forward, whowereactualy onthebeattlefieldinlragin
2003, led theexercise control group.

Theuniquecombined exerciseprovided redigtictraining
based onlessonslearned during Ol F, tail oring red-world con-
ceptsto redistic scenariosthat could potentially occur inthe
Philippines

Scenariosincluded building aforward-areareplenishment
point, assessng astefor possblebridgecongruction, drillinga
water well, constructing abase camp, and conducting humani-
tarian ass stance projectsagainst abackdrop of hostile condi-
tionstailored to thelocal geographica and political environ-
ment.

DOS kicks butt Marine Corps style

Marinesof Marine Security Guard Detachment Colombo
aretaking no chanceswhenit comesto the safety of Ameri-
cansand Embassy employees.

TheMarinesof Colombo havetaken providing security to
awholenew level by providing theAmerican Embassy Co-
lombo community with their very own Marine Corps-based
sdf-defense program.

Department of State personnd andtheir familiesarelearn-
ingtheskillsto get themsalvesout of sticky Stuations.

“Colomboisrated asahigh-threst post for both terrorism
and crime. Thistraining givesmembersof our embassy com-
munity the confidenceand skillsnecessary toreactinacrisis
Stuation,” said Regiond Security officer Bill Inman.

The sdlf-defense programistargeted for thebasic novice
student and teachestheskillsto evade an ettacker. Theclasses
aretaught by hands-oningructionwithtechniquesderived from
different stylesof Martial Artsand theMarine CorpsMartia
ArtsProgram.

Marines take the fight to the streets

Marines battling enemy forces in Irag pushed into the
Fdlujah after severd daysof violent and deadly clashes.

Marineswith Company E, 2nd Battaion, 1S MarineRegi-
ment, established aforward base of operationsinsdeFallujah
inorder to battleback theforeignterroristisand former regime
loydistsholed upin pocketsthroughout thecity.

“Our missionistoget rid of dl theinsurgentsinthecity,”
said Staff Sgt. Pedro Marrufo, the platoon sergeant for 1<t
Platoon. “There'salot of fighting going on, but my boysare
gtill motivated. We' ve been successful.”

TheCompany E gruntsfirs movedinto FalujghonApril 6.
Thepushinto theurban areacameafter enemy forcesfroma
nearby mosquetargeted theMarines' defensive positionson
thecity’sedge. By sunset, Marinesmoved their footholdinto
thecity.

TheMarineshavea so beenworking with soldiersfrom
theArmy’sCompany A, 9th Psychologica OperationsBattal-
ion, in order to communi cate with the peoplearound thearea.

“We remaking our presence known and letting them know
wedon't plantoleaveanytimesoon,” Rettenberger explained.
“WEe rebeing successful becausewe vehad familiesgreet us
- sowearemaking animpact here.”
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Photos by Elizabeth Harlan

Dallas Robinson holds a gopher snake during a visit from the Wildlife Office as part the activites at the School-Ages Services center for Month of the Military Child.

Kids go wild

Wildlife office visits School-Age Services In

support of Month

BYAMANDABAILLIE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

you also know that Fort Huachucais
awildlifelover’sparadise?

Not only isit hometo thousands of
Soldiersand their families, it’'salso where
some of America'srarest and most fascinat-
inganimalslive.

So, if you' re hoping to catch aglimpse of
the majestic mountain lion, or spy awander-
ing black bear, then you’ ve cometo theright
place, evenif your chances of actually
seeing onearefairly slim.

“I’vebeen herefor 15yearsand |’ ve
never seenamountainlioninthewild,”
admits Tom Cochran, theman at the helm of
Fort Huachuca sEnvironmental and Naturdl
ResourcesDivison.

“But someof my staff hasseenthemand
they have even been known to comeonto the
Fort over theyears.”

Cochranheadsupasmadl, but specidized
team, whichisresponsiblefor looking after the
vast 73,000 acresof land belongingtothe
military a Fort Huachuca

Among his17 staff arewildlifeexperts, ar
quality specididgs, biologistssand even archae-

I t may beatop military base, but did

Alexis Alegre examines the teeth of a
javelina.

oogds

Itistheirjobto
protect and conserve
theland, theplants, the
animasandeventhe
air that webregathe, not
tomentiontheupkeep
of themany historic
buildingsontheFort.

“Ever sincethe 1950sthere have been
professiond wildlifepeoplehere” sad
Cochran. “ Theninthe80sacoupleof environ-
mentd peoplearrived and eventudly, inthelate
80s, aseparate Divis onwasestablished.

“Our amhereisto comply withtheenviron-
mentd |awsand regulationswhilesupporting
ugtainabletraining. Wedso haveastrong
conservationmisson, whichindudesprotecting
theared snatura resourcesand controlling the
hunting program.”

Until the 1930s, anyonecould hunt downthe
many animalsthat lived onand around the
HuachucaMountains.

However, theintroduction of new lawsput a
goptothisand over theyearshunting has
becomeadtrictly controlled past time, withonly
activeor retired military, or civiliansworkingon
theFort, being granted licences.

Thewildlifetargeted by huntersincludesthe
lions, bears, deer, quall andjavelinas(atypeof
wild pig), whichfredy roamthearea

Cochranand histeam, however, carry out
regular surveysto control the number of animas
killed every year toensurethey maintaina
hedlthy population.

Fort Huachucaisa so known asanationa
higtoric site, mainly because of the establishment
of themilitary baseinthe 19th century.

But theareahasactudly been continuoudy
inhabited for some 12,000 yearsand archaeol o-
gistsarecongtantly workingintheareatofind
out moreabout someof Arizond slongforgotten
peocple

Infact, the Fort becamethefocusof the
archaeologicd worldlagt year, following the
discovery of a50,000-year-old fosslized mam+-
mothtusk ononeof thetraining ranges.

“Themilitary isvery accommodating when
thingslikethat hgppenandwill changetheir

training programsif weask them,” said Cochran.

“| think the areaisbetter managed becausethe
military ishere.

“Whenwater resourcesarelow for example,
asthey havebeenwiththedrought, the Fort will
reduceitswater usage. They arevery good land
Sewards”

Of

Hess| agreesthat
havingthemilitaryin
thispart of theworld
canhaveitsadvan-
tages.

“Welook at the
military activitiesand
what effect they may
haveonthewildlife”

hesad. “If weexplaintothemthat aparticular

activity may beharmful, they will changeit. They
asoabideby regulationswhicharethereto
protect thewildlife, suchaslow-levd flying
regrictions limitsonnight timetrainingand no
off-roadtraining.”

Hessil hasbeenworking at Fort Huachuca
for thepast sevenyears, wherepart of hisjobis
to help manageand conservethreatened and
endangered Species.

Currently, theseincludethe Mexican
spotted owl, thelesser long-nosed bat, the
Senoratiger salamander, the Ramsey Canyon
leopard frog and the Huachucawater umbel
(aplant).

Yearsof drought conditionshavehad a
major impact onthearea'swildlife, which
meansthe recent rain has been very welcome
indeed.

Lack of rain also increasesthe chances of
fires, which again causeamassivethrest to
theloca wildlife.

“WEe verecently been staging controlled
burns on themountainsto reduce therisk of
firelater intheyear, which could potentialy be
catastrophic” explained Hessl.

Thelossof treesmeanstheloss of habitat
for many animals, including the now endan-
gered M exican spotted owl.

[llegd immigrantshidingin, or travelling
across, themountainsa so present abig
problemfor Hessil and hiscolleagues.

“They canphysically disturbtheanimalsby
being there but the biggest impact they haveis
onwhat they dototheland,” said Hessil.
“They createtrailsand destroy the vegetation
or they leaverubbish behind. Thereisalsoa
risk of firewhen they light awarming blazeon
cooler nights”

In spite of these problems, for someone
likeHessil, Fort Huachucaisawildlifeexpert's
dream.

Theareaboastsno lessthan 80 different
mammals, 315hirds, 180 butterflies, 80reptiles,
15amphibiansand around 1,000 typesof plants.

Someof thewildlifeisextremey rare, or
evenuniquetothispart of Arizona, and atracts

-

Military Child

vigtorsfromaround theworldwhowant the
excitement of spottingandusveanimd, orto
carry out scientific research.

Andfor thoseworried about the potential
hazardsof coming acrossavenomoussnake
(thereareseven here), poisonousscorpion or
deadly spider, then Hess| hassomeadvice.

“If peopleareaware of what isout thereand
usecommon sensethenthey will minimizetheir
chancesof encountering apotentialy harmful
animd,” hesad.

Andif you happento comeacrossasnake, a
hungry bear or awandering javelinainyour back
yard, thendon’t panic, helpisat hand.

“Although | spend much of my timeinthe
officel occasondly get out torespondtocals
from peoplewhohaveananima causing
problems” saidHessl. “Wegoout andtrapthe
anima and removeit to an appropriatearea.
Membersof themilitary policehavedsobeen
trainedtoded withsuchagtuation.”

Jim Hessil, wildlife biologist, explains about
the wildlife on the fort to children at the
School-Aged Services center Tuesday.
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Community Updates

Range closures

Today —AC, AD, AH, AK, AL, AM, AR, AU, AW, T1,
T1A, T2

Friday—AC,AD,AH,AL,AM,AR,AU,AY, T1. T1A, T2

Saturday —AC,AD,AL,AM,AR,AU,AY,T1,T1A,T2

Sunday —AC,AD,AM,AR,AU,AY,T1,T1A, T2

Monday —AC, AD, AF, AH, AK,AL,AM, AR, AU, T1,
T1A, T2

Tuesday —AA,AB,AC,AD,AF,AG AH, AK,AL,AM,
AR,AU,T1,T1A, T2

Wednesday —AA,AB,AC,AD,AFAGAH,AK,AL,AM,
AN,AR,AU,T1,T1A, T2

For moreinformation, call Range Control, 533-7095.

Financial readiness classes

Army Community Servicewill offer lunch-time finan-
cial readiness classes Wednesdaysin April, noon - 1 p.m.
at Murr Community Center. The upcoming topicswill be:
Tuesday, checkbook management (thisclasswill end at 1:30
p.m.); and April 28, budget/family supplemental subsistence
allowance.

You areinvited to bring your lunch to these classes and
listen.

AFTB level lll class to be offered

Army Community Service will present Army Family
Team Building Level Il (Advanced Leadership Skills)
classes 5:30 - 9 p.m., Tuesday, April 22 and April 27 —29
at Murr Community Center, Building 51301.

Register by calling ACS, 533-2330, or for moreinfor-
mation, call Andrea Sovern at 533-3686.

ASMC luncheon

Jack Blair will speak to the Cochise Chapter of Ameri-
can Society of Military Comptrollerson the SierraVista
School District Overridein aluncheon at 11:30 a.m. April
22 at LakeSideActivity Centrein the Skyler Room.

Cost is $9 for ASMC members and $10 for nonmem-
bers. To purchase tickets, ASMC members and guests
should contact organizational representatives.

For moreinformation, call LindaGuinter at 456-2961.

UA South offers CISSP Class
University of Arizona South Continuing Education will
offer an I T security classApril 26-30in SierraVista. The
CISSPisacertification for those who work in I T security.
For moreinformation and to enroll, call John DelL allaat
266-1715.

DTCto hostan industry day

TheArmy Devel opmental Test Command will haveitsan-
nua technology symposumA pril 28—29 andindustry day April
27 at the Town and Country Resort and Convention Center in
Mission Valley just north of San Diego. For moreinformation
and registration, visit www.dtc.army.mil. Moreinformationis
availableat www.tts2004.com.

Fellowship opportunity in Washington, D.C.

The International Foundation for Election Systemsisac-
cepting applicationsfor the 2004 William and Kathy Hybl De-
mocracy Studies Fellowship Program, which was designed to
bring outstanding graduate students to Washington, D.C. for
research in democratic devel opment, el ectionsadministration
and civic participationinthepolitical process. Hybl Fellows
receive astipend of $1,800.

Application information may be found online at http://
www.ifes.org/research_commvhybl.htm. All applicationsmust
bereceived by April 22. Fellowshipsshall beawardedin June.

For moreinformation, go to http://www.ifes.org or call Jeff
Brady, IFESFdlowship Coordinator, at 202-872-4806 or by email
at jbrady @ifes.org.

Scholarship for JROTC

The San Pedro Chapter #95 of the Women’sArmy Corps
Veterans Association wants to remind senior JROTC stu-
dentsat BuenaHigh School to get ascholarship applicationfrom
their counsaor asssoonaspossible. Thescholarshipwill beawarded
inMay.

Save your organization money

TheHazardousMateria Control Center, LogisticsManage-
ment Divison, Directorateof |ngtalation Support, hasaninventory
of hazardousmaterid savailablefor issueat nocharge. Organiza-
tionshaving valid requirementsfor hazardousmaterialsmay con-
tact theHM CC to coordinateissue.

For moreinformetion, call Larry Brooksat 533-1263.

Retirees wanted

TheU.S. Army ArizonaRetiree Council islookingfor retirees
that would liketo serve afour-year term onthe council. Retired
enlisted and retired officer membersare wel come, and we espe-
cidly would likearetireewho can do web pages.

The purpose of thegroup isto communicatewith theActive
Army; toreceive advice on, analyze, and provideinput to those
decisions, policies, andlawsthat affect theretired community; to
review ongoingArmy programs, proposals, andinitiativeand pro-

videretireecomments; toinditute programsthat will cresteastrong
communicationlink betweentheActiveArmy and theretired com-
munity; and to develop public support for Army programs.

For moreinformation, cadl Gail Desmond at 533-1120 or Harlan
Bradford at 458-6728, or e-mal them at
gall.desmond@huaarmy.mil or hibradfor@eaol.com.

Armed Forces Bank changing hours

Hours for the main branch of the Armed Forces Bank are
changingMay 1. Lobby and Drivethruwill befrom8:30am. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Thebranchintheexchange
will not change.

Fortwill host GIPC

TheU.S. Army Communications-ElectronicsCommeand, Com-
munications Security LogisticsActivity ishostingits 13th annual
Globd Information Security Partnership ConferenceMay 4-6 on
post.

For Web siteinformation: Sydney Torres, 538-7529, e-mail:
sydney.torres@cda.army.mil or GloriaHenderson, 538-8341, e-
mail: gloriahenderson@cdaarmy.miil. For lodging, airlines,
and rental car information: David Ingram, 533-8771, e-mail:
david.ingram@cdaamy.mil.

For workshopinformation: David Ingram, 533-8771, e-mail:
david.ingram@cdaarmy.mil. To be a vendor exhibitor: Mike
Cdabrese, 538-6924, e-mail: miched.cdabrese@cdaamy.mil. For
all other inquiries: Sydney Torres, 538-7529, e-mail:
Sydney.torres@cdaarmy.mil.

Scholarship honors local soldier killed in Iraq

A new scholarship fund held by the Cochise College Foun-
dation honors Sgt. M. Matthew Merila, aBuenaHigh School
graduated who died recently whileservinginirag.

The Sgt. M. Matthew MerilaMemoria Scholarshipwases-
tablished by an anonymousdonor. It will award $1,000 per year —
or one $500 scholarship per semester —to aBuenaHigh School
graduating senior who demonstratesfinancial need, holdsa3.0
or higher grade point average and plansto attend Cochise Col-
lege.

To contributeto or gpply for the Sgt. M. Matthew MerilaMe-
moria Scholarship, call the Cochise College Foundation at 417-
4100.

New members wanted

The Fort Huachuca Community Spouses Club, anon-profit
organization that providesmoney for scholarshipsand community
support islooking for new members. Call Wendy Breen at 378-
1763 for membershipinformation or signup a an FHCSC event.

WOMEN, from page 2

Courtesy photo

around, morethan 150,000 womenjoinedthe
Women'sArmy Corpsto support the Soldiersduring
WorldWer 11.

Althoughour rolesinthemilitary werelimitedto
gender-specificjobs, they expanded from cook and
nursetoinclude secretary, cartographer and driver.

After morethan 100 yearsof womeninthe
military, limitationsonthekindsof jobswecandoare
dillinplace

Today, inthenew millennium, wearedlowedto
hold many combat-relatedjobs.

Inthe Gulf War, women guarded perimeters,
flew troop transport helicoptersand evenfired
Petriotsthat destroyed Scud missles, and wedtill
don’t havethe choiceto servein direct combat
missons.

Women takethe same oath of enlistment asmen,
they goto Basic Combat TrainingandtheBasic
OfficersCourseand they quaify with their wespons,
yet women do not havethechoiceto beindirect
ground combat.

| don't redlly understand thereasoning for this,
athough I’ ve heard and read many excusesfor it;
such as, women aren'’ t strong enough to endure
combat, women can’t shoot toinjure— never

Kudos

Award winners

Air Force Noncomissioned officer of first quarter Tech. Sgt. Keith Wilson,
Sailor of first quarter Petty Officer 1st Class William B. Mullis, and Civilian
of the month (March), Trent Fields.

photo by Spc. Nathan Ludwig

BILLY BARNES
DIRECTORATE OF INSTALLATION
SECURITY

On Feb. 4, Safety Kleen serviced
four manhole sumps at four
different buildings in the 11th
Signal Brigade motor pool.
Disposal of the sludge and oily
water were reduced by using this
service over existing options.

RAYARMENTA
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT

Armentadeveloped a color-coding
initiative for equipment issue and

GEORGEFLORA
SAFETY OFFICE

Flora grouped non-essential or
priority evaluations enabling him
to consolidate trips, saving both
time and resources.

PHIL MAXEY
STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE OFFICE

Maxey devised templates of legal
forms for use by clients at no cost.
The cost for developing this
templateis negligible. The savings
to the clientin time, stress, effort,
and money is substantial. The cost
per client to the OSJA for attorney
services, drops by nearly 66
percent. There is a cost increase
associated with hiring a paralegal
to assist the process..

SANDY BRUCE
ARMY SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAM

Bruce is saving ASAP money by
smart shopping for unit prevention
leaders and lab staff. She save
about $213 per year on gloves for
UPLs and lab staff, and about $25
per year on specimen cups for an
annual savings of $463.

TERRALISSALEE
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Lee networked PAO’s leased, fixed
usage office copier to all desktop
computers to be used as aprinter.
The contract allows for 5,000 copies
per month, and the office averages
2,500 copies per month. Using this
leased copier as an office printer
does not save paper, but saves toner
and ink cartridges, and wear and
tear on purchased printers.

turn-in saving 2.5 hours perissue
or an annual cost savings of
$7,305.
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BAND, from Page 1

Howdeshell said of all theyearshe's
taken the Smith band to the Pageant of
the Bands, they’ve never received a
lower rating than Excellent because of
the quality of the students and the sup-
port of the parents.

“That’s what it takes for success —
great parental support,” he said.

Howdeshell said the audience at the
pageant in Phoenix wasfilled with par-

ents from Fort Huachuca, and noted that
some bandsthat didn’t haveto travel asfar
had many fewer parentsin the audience.

“It was amazing,” Howdeshell said.
“That doesalot for us.”

Howdeshell said the best part of the ex-
perience was performing, being together as
agroup and enjoying each other.

“It’sisbig doingsfor uswhen we go up
to Phoenix,” Howdeshell said. “It’'sabig

adventure.”

Cody Akers, 12, asixth-grader who plays
clarinet in the band said he typically prac-
tices 30 minutes aday, but practiced about
an hour aday for amonth before the pag-
eant. He also said he had to learn new mu-
sic that wasn’t hard, but was “alittle con-
fusing.”

Akers said his parents were surprised
and really happy that the band received such

merican intelligence

ahighrating.

“It made the school proud,” he said.

Emily Moxley, 14, an eighth-grader,
has played the flute for 4 yearsand prac-
ticesevery day for about 30 minutes.

She said she wasn’t expecting to get
such a high rating, but said, “I’m very
happy.”

Shesaid her parentsand friends think
their successis, “really, really cool.”

PORTOUW, from Page 1

“A lot of what you start, you don’t see cometo fruition,”
Portouw said, regarding projects begun asgarrison commander.
He said the projects are often begun under one command and
the changes resulting are seen under subsequent commands.

Onething Portouw said heisproud of ishow well activity
based costing, which wasimplemented on post three or four
commands ago, has been working. Hesaid Fort Huachucais
recognized Army-wideand throughout thefederal government
asaleader in activity based costing.

“We' ve been doing agood job of stretching our dollarsand
making thetaxpayers’ money go alongway,” he said.

Among hisfavorite cost-saving initiatives on post include
the hot water mining that uses sunlight to heat water, thus
eliminating asubstantia eectricity bill; and shipping unmanned
aeria vehiclesdirectly from post to theatrewhich resultsina
savingsof $200 per engineand adelivery timeof threeto four

fewer daysthan was previously done. Additionally, accredi-
tation of classestaken on post through Cochise College helps
spread Army assi stance money across more Soldiers.

Portouw creditsthe workers on post with coming up with
many ideasfor saving money.

Environmental initiatives have also been important to
Portouw, who pointed out that the fort is getting more envi-
ronmental awards now than it had been in the past. He said
this does not necessarily reflect achangein the way envi-
ronmental issues are handled on post, but simply that the
awards are now being applied for. Water usage stands out
asoneenvironmental initiativethat ispaying off. Portouw
said there are about 400 more jobs on post than 10 years
ago, and the fort is pumping half as much water as back
then.

Portouw said the one thing he would have liked to work

more on isthe roads on post.

“1 would have liked to have done more to improve the
infrastructureon thefort,” hesaid.

Portouw also said commanding has been agood experi-
ence because of the command climate here.

“The command climate has been very collegial intrying
towork thingsout,” he said.

Portouw commented on the uniqueness of thefort.

“If you really want to know what’s going on at Fort
Huachuca, you’' ve got to go seeit,” hesaid. “You can't just
seeitinabriefing.”

As he reportsin at Fort McPherson, the memory that
most stands out for Portouw isbeing apart of the history of
the post.

“1 will missthe infectious nature of the history of this
place,” hesaid.




