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Fort takes steps to initiate new Biological Opinion

FORT HUACHUCA, Ariz. - Fort Huachuca is preparing a new Biological Assessment as a precursor to initiating formal consultations with the US Fish and Wildlife Service that will eventually produce a new Biological Opinion.


The Biological Assessment is a document that outlines the fort’s environmental impact on the region.   


An order, signed April 11, by District Court Judge Alfredo C. Marquez, determined that Fort Huachuca no longer has valid Biological Opinion.  The order declared the fort’s 1999 Biological Opinion violated the Endangered Species Act because it is not specific enough about how the fort will balance its water use on post or in the subwatershed.


Judge Marquez further admonished the Army to “take immediate and drastic measures to maintain flows in the San Pedro River.”


Fort officials are also consulting with the Army’s Environmental Law Division and the Department of Justice to consider the fort’s options for appealing the order.  The Department of Justice, which represents all federal agencies in civil litigation, will make the final decision on whether to appeal the decision.
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“We are confident that the US Fish and Wildlife Service will be able to produce a high quality Biological Opinion because of our strong history of using innovative technologies and creative methods to conserve natural resources,” said Col. Michael W. Boardman, garrison commander.


“While consulting with USFWS to develop a new Biological Opinion, we will continue our beneficial partnerships with other environmental stakeholders and continue our vital national defense missions on Fort Huachuca,” said Boardman.

As a result of this ruling, the fort will ask the Department of Army to withdraw its current plan to transfer 203 acres of land adjacent to the Libby Army Airfield to the City of Sierra Vista.  

"We were confident that this land transfer would not adversely impact the environment, but without a valid biological opinion we must withdraw the action," said Boardman.  


Under the 1999 Biological Opinion, Fort Huachuca committed itself to a long list of conservation measures, most of which it has already achieved.  For example, over the past six years, the fort has reduced its on post water use from 2,355 acre-feet in 1996 to 1,655 acre-feet in 2001.  It did this by implementing state-of-the-art water conservation technology, demolishing old buildings, aggressively seeking out and fixing water leaks throughout the installation, imposing an extremely rigid irrigation policy, using treated wastewater effluent to irrigate its golf course and sports fields, and xeriscaping open areas.  

The fort has also recently completed constructing a $6 million recharge project that will return up to 1,000 acre-feet of treated effluent to the regional aquifer each year.  
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To offset its off-post impact, the fort has joined The Nature Conservancy and the Bureau of Land Management to undertake an innovating and fruitful approach towards conservation within the Sierra Vista subwatershed.  

Fort Huachuca is the first Army installation to implement a bold and innovative plan to partner with The Nature Conservancy to purchase conservation easements within five miles of the San Pedro River from willing sellers.  The purchase of conservation easements is a new initiative to support the fort’s Water Resource Management Plan and to help meet the Army’s obligations under the Endangered Species Act.


The Army has been a steward of the land here since 1877.  Sustaining the land it defends is a vital component of the Army heritage and critical to the fort’s mission of training soldiers and growing leaders.


Fort Huachuca will continue to work with its partners and neighbors in the community to seek out aggressive ways and innovative technologies to conserve precious natural resources in the high desert environment.
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