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Pvt. Murphy’s law

By Mark Baker

By Spc. Jessica Espinosa
Scout Staff

AA league players, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison,
Aardvarks, took on Company B, 304" Mili-
tary Intelligence Battalion, Monday for the
first time this season with nothing but ven-
geanceontheir mind.

Last season Co. B, 304" MI Bn. beat
USAG in overtime during the championship
game. Thistimethe outcomewasalittledif-
ferent. The Aardvarks got the better of Co.
B, 304" 13-8.

Co. B came out strong trying to keep its
titlewith thefirst touchdown scored by Tony
Garcia, Co. B, 304" M|, quarterback. But this
waswherethe Aardvarkstook over.

Chris Daniel, wide receiver, scored the
Aardvarks' initial touchdown, boosting the
team’ smoral e and keeping the defense strong
throughout the game.

Though the extra points were missed,
Daniel came back strong again to make an-
other touchdown and aso scored the two-
point conversion thistime.

“Thiswasareally big gamefor us. There
wereafew of usherefromlast year who took
thisgamevery persondl. If wedidn’t win any
other game but thisone, wewould have been
happy,” Daniel said. “ Thiswasthe game for
me. | took the most pride out of this game.
They were our rivals and we beat them.”

“We practicealot. Wedon't have asmany
good playersaswe did last year,” said Jason
Post, coach and offensiveline player. “Welost
the last three games. But now we stopped
throwing the ball and started running it.”

Post said the team continued to use this
strategy for their final game against the Air
Force's 314" Training Squadron Tuesday
night at Smiley Field, though without luck.

Key players, according to Post, included
Bobby Polite, running back; Kenji Davis, wide
receiver; and Jeffrey Bridges, offensive/de-
fensivelineplayer.

The season finale ended on asour notefor
the Aardvarks, as the undefeated Air Force
team won 21-8, knocking them out of the play-
offs.

The Air Force still has two games left to
finish out their season and they expect to re-
main undefeated, according to Jason Homely,
defensive/offensivelineplayer.

“We play very organized. Sgt. (David)
Arvizu (coach and quarterback) hasbeen re-
ally good in making sure we're in the right
positions, we pay attention to detail and fly
the ball onthedefense,” hesaid. “We havea
lot of confidenceright now. | don’'t seeuslos-
ing a game if we keep playing the way we
have been. It'sbeen alot of fun.”

USAG takes one, loses one to Air Force

Photos by Spc. Jessica Espinosa

Ron Wylie, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison, tries to keep
his flag away from Company B., 304th Military Intelligence Battalion players.

Seeram J.L. Garney, running back, agrees
that the gameshave beenfun. “ A lot of Army
teams under estimate us because we're Air
Forceand only do PT threetimesaweek. But
we practice a lot and play to win,” Garney
said. “It'snice playing with the Army though,
because we get to know them after the games
when we shake hands. They give us respect.
We get along even though there is some ri-
valry. Wework together well and it’sfun.”

TheAir Forcewill play tonight at 7:30 p.m.
against Company E, 305" Military Intelli-
gence Battalion and Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.
with Company B, 305" M| Bn.

The A leaguefinal gameswill alsobeheld
thisweek at Smiley Field. Today Company
D, 40" Signal Battalionwill play at 6:30 p.m.
with Headquarters, 306" M1 Bn. At 8:30 p.m.
HQ, 86" Sig., will play Company B, 86" Sig.
Look for an article next week on the outcome
of the games.

Special to the Scout

Chris Daniel lands in the end zone making
his second touchdown of the night.

Haunting Halloween history

By Airman 1st Class Brad Estridge

Halloween isthe onetime of the year whereit’s not frowned upon
for usto play dressup and go trick or treating. Wemight causealittle
mischief; tell ghost stories around thefire; go bobbing for apples, or
carve scary facesintojack o’ lanterns.

But do you really know what Halloween is? Do you really know
the true origin of the holiday?What it's about? Why we dress up?
Why we bob for apples?

There hasto be areason for the holiday. There hasto be astart to
the many traditions practiced on this day. So what makes
Halloween...well...Haloween?

Halloweens origins date back to an ancient Celtic festival called

Photo by Spc. Jessica Espinosa

Clockwise, Derrell Lane, 3, Tyler Martin, 3, Morgan Guinn, 4, and
Josie Goodman, 3 did harvest activities for Halloween. The
pumpkin was sized, the ridges were counted, and then later cut.
Once cut open the kids counted 283 seeds. Friday the students
are going to make mini pumpkin pies out of graham crackers and
a pumpkin pie mixture.

Samhain. Over 2,000 years ago the Celts celebrated their New Year
on Nov. 1. To them, this day marked the end of the summer and
harvest and the beginning of the cold, dark winter. Which was also
often associated with death.

They believed that on the night before the New Year, the bound-
ary between theworld of theliving and the dead became blurred. So
on that night, the Celts celebrated the Samhain, where it was be-
lieved the ghosts of the dead returned for anight.

They felt that because of these events, these spiritsmadeit easier
for the Celtic priests, or Druids, to make predictions about the future,
including the upcoming winter. To celebrate thisday the Celtsdressed
up in costume and held large sacred fires where they sacrificed ani-
mals and crops to the Celtic deities. Extinguishing their individual
firesin the morning to get rid of the lost souls, they then relit their
firesfrom the one sacred bonfire to warm them through the winter.

Around A.D. 43 the Romans had conguered the majority of the

See Halloween, Page B3
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See your MWR activity highlighted

CAMPERS, ECATS, AND WORE!

MWR Rents has new hours scheduled to start Nov. 1.
Hours will be 12-6 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays. The
facility will continue to be closed on Wednesdays and Sun-
days.

Along with the additional service of cabinrentals, MWR
Rents continues to be the place to rent a variety of recre-
ational, household and outdoor equipment.

Trallersand avariety of camping equipment are available
aswell asavast array of sporting equi pment including: bad-
minton, horseshoes, frishies, basketballs, footballs, softballs,
volleyball equipment, mountain bikes, and fishing rods and
reels. For your next backyard get together, MWR Rents has
a selection of barbecue grills, two styles of moonbouncers
and laser tag for thekids.

Tools and equipment for gardening, home improvement
andrepairsareavailablea so. Thelengthly listincludeswaxer/
polishers, carpet cleaners, leaf blowers, lawn mowers, edg-
ers, power tools, and more.

MWR Rentsisoffering a Boating Safety Course on Sat-
urday from 8 am. until 5 p.m. at Murr Community Center.
For moreinformation call 533-6707 or 533-6708.

Lost Canyon Marine at MWR Rents

Lost Canyon Marine has complete marine and R.V. ser-
vices. So haveyour boat tuned up before you head to thelake
this year. All you boaters stop by or call Chuck Mullens at
Lost Canyon Marinefor all your boating needs.

Located at MWR Rents building 70914 or call (520) 940-
1025.

MWR Release

Lil" Skeeters, hasaterrific menu offering avarity of
Original Smokehouse BBQ beef, chickenandribs. Lil’
Skeeterswill be open for businessat 11 a.m. on Nov. 2
for lunch and dinner. Here are just a few of the menu
highlights you can expect to enjoy at MWR’s exciting
new eatery.

Lil" Skeeters Menu Highlights

STARTERS

Chicken Tenders 5.25
Wings (Buffalo or BBQ) 450
BBQ Nachos 3.95
Nachos Gracias 2.95

Monterey Jack & Jalapen o Cheese Planks 3.95

CHILI & SALADS

Lil’ Skeeters Chili 2.50
Garden Salad 2.95
Southern Fried Chicken Salad 5.95
BARBECUE SANDWICHES

Served with Cole Saw and a Pickle Spear
Pulled Pork Sandwich 3.75
Smoked Beef Brisket Sandwich 3.95
BBQ Chicken Sandwich 450

BARBECUE PLATTERS
Served with Choice of Two Sdes and Cornbread

Brisket 5.95
Two Bib Ribs (Turkey) 5.95
St. LouisRibs 8.95
Chicken 7.95
Pulled Pork
Southern Style Catfish 6.95
Combination Plate
Choice of Two Meats 7.95
Choiceof Three Meats 9.95
SIDE FIXIN'S
Baked Beans 1.25
ColeSlaw 1.25
OnionRings
2.25
Corn Bread .75
French Fries
Add Cheese Sauce .75
Add Chili .75

‘LIL KIN FOLKS
Served with Fries.For Youth Ages 10 and under

Hamburger 2.95
Cheeseburger 3.25
Hot Dog 2.95
Chicken Tenders 3.95

For moreinformation call 533-3876
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Upper Garden Canyon’s view of the Morale Welfare and Recreation Boy Scout Cabin.

Rent Garden Canyon cablns now at I\/IWR Rents

By Cheryl Burns

Do you need to get away? Why not spend aweekend in
Garden Canyon at one of MWR’s Girl or Boy Scout Cabins?
Reservationsfor the Garden Canyon Cabinsare now be-

ing taken at MWR Rents.

These cabins provide awonderful opportunity for small
groupsor familiesto get away to beautiful surroundingswith-
out lengthy travel or complicated travel arrangements. Just
grab your toothbrush and head for the hills, or Huachuca
Mountainsfor atime of relaxation and peace.

Fort Huachuea Morale, Welfare & Recreation

The Directorate of Morale, Welfare & Recreation is responsible for content appearing on MWR page in
The Fort Huachuca Scout. Questions about this section should be directed to MWR Marketing Director,

Halloween Carnival planned

The Youth Center has two nights of
Halloween fun scheduled for two differ-
ent age groups, Friday from 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. will be opentofifth gradersand un-
der, Saturday from 7 - 9 p.m. will be open
to sixth graders and up.

First through fifth graders are wel-
cometo attend without parents. Children
kindergarten and younger must be ac-
companied by an adult.

Costumesare optional, but prizesfor
funniest, scariest and most original will
be awarded to costumewearers. Thecar-
nival will offer games, candy and prizes
for all. Ticketsareincluded with admis-
sion, additional ticketswill be available
for sale. Admission is $1 for members
or $2 for non-members.

DESER RN

New Operational Hours

Desert Lanes has new operational
hours which will take effect Nov. 1:
Mon., 4 p.m.-9p.m.; Tues. 9am. - 10
p.m.; Wed., noon - 10 p.m.; Thurs., 4
p.m.-10p.m.; Fri.4p.m.-1am.; Sat.,
9am.-11p.m.; Sunday, 4 p.m.-9p.m..

Pro Shop Sale

Therewill beaspecial 10 percent off
sale at the Desert Lanes Pro Shop on all
in-stock items today from 6-10 p.m.
Come on in and take advantage of this
great offer.

Halloween Bash
Jointhegreat fun at Desert Lanesan-
nual Rock & Bowl Halloween Bash Sat-

urday from 7-11 p.m. Therewill bea
costume contest, prizesand alivedisc
jockey. Entrance to the event is $10
for bowlersand $6 for non-bowlers.

League Play Turkey Shoot

A high handicap series Turkey
Shoot isscheduled for Oct. 29 through
Nov. 16, 2001. Entry is $2 per per-
son. Oneout of fiveentrantswill win
aturkey for Thanksgiving! Call 533-
5220 for information on any or all of
these special events.

B-A-R-N-E-S5
FIEL.LD HOUSE

Track construction dates
Wed., Oct. 27 - Nov. 7 - No Use
Mon., Oct. 29 - Lay New Surface,

No Use
Mon., Nov. 8 Open for Business
For more information call 533-

5031.

SP@RTSMAN'S
CENTER 533-7085

October Calendar

Friday: Night Paintball 7-12 p.m.
Remember that Friday isthelast night
of paintball for thisyear, so don’t miss
it! For more information call 533-
7085.

uffcalo
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-
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New Hours

Effective immediately Buffalo
Corral will be observing new hours
duetoforceprotection. Therenta area
will be closed Mon. through Thurs.
and open Fri., Sat., and Sun. from 9
am.to4 p.m. The private mount area

operating hourswill remain the same. For
moreinformation, call 533-5220.

Ticket values from Box Office

Ticketsare now availablefor the mu-
sica “Dracula Baby” being held at the
Bisbee Repetory Theatre. Thisfiendishly
funny and not very bloodthirsty musical
isbeing staged Friday, Saturday and Nov.
2and 3 at 7:30 p.m.; also on Sunday and
Nov. 4 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10.

Call 533-2404 for further information
on this event or for tickets and military
discounts on many attractions, sports
eventsand entertainment events.

Military Appreciation Night at
Golden Corral

In support of Veterans Day, every
Golden Corra restaurant acrossthe coun-
try will be offering aFree Dinner Buffet
with choice of beverage on Monday night,
Nov. 12 to any veteran, aswell as active
duty miltary personnel who visit any
Golden Corral. No questions asked. No
IDs or uniforms are required, just iden-
tify yoursdlf at the register when you come
through the line. Golden Corral is
partnering fund-raising efforts with the
national and local Disabled American
Veterans organization.
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Halloween from B1
Cdltic territory. Within the time that they had ruled over the
lands, the Romans had merged two festivals of their origins
with the Celtic festival of Samhain.

Thefirst was Feralia, aday inlate October wherethetra-
ditional Romans cel ebrated the memory of the dead. The sec-
ond Roman celebration to be merged was a celebration to
honor the Roman goddess of fruit and trees, Pomona. The
symbol used to honor Pomonawasthat of an apple, whichis
probably where the modern day tradition “bobbing for apples’
comesfrom.

By the seventh century, the influence of Christianity had
spread through thelands. During thistime, Pope Boniface |V
designated Nov. 1 asAll Saints' Day. Many believed hewas
trying to replace the Celtic celebration of the dead with asimi-
lar day to remember and honor saints and martyrs.

This celebration was also known as All-hallows or All-
Hallowmas. Thenight before, the night of Samhain, beganto
be known as All-hallows Eve, and eventually, Halloween.

Almost 1,000 years later, the church set Nov. 2 as All
SoulsDay, aday to honor thedead. Thisday wasvery similar
to the celebration of Samhain, marked by costumes of saints,
angels, and devils, large bonfiresand parades. With thesethree
dayscombined, theeve of All Saintsday, All Saintsday, and
All Souls day became known as Hallowmas.

Inlater years, when European immigrants started coming
to America, they began bringing their varied Halloween cos-
tumeswith them. Because of the strict Protestant beliefsfound
in New England, Halloween practices were much less com-

mon there. The celebration of the holiday was much more
popular in places such as Maryland and other southern col o-
nies.

Asthe belief systems of different ethnic groups meshed
with each the Native American culture, a distinct “Ameri-
can” version of Halloween wasformed.

The first colonia celebrations included “play parties,”
which featured telling stories of the dead, telling each other’s
fortunes, and even dancing and singing. Thesefestivalsalso
featured ghost stories and often various forms of mischief
making.

Nearing the second half of the nineteenth century, America
began to become flooded by immigration. Irish immigrants
fleeing the Potato Famine of 1846 helped to introduce the
tradition of trick-or—treating here.

Also with this clash of cultures, most young women be-
ganto believethat on thisday they were ableto deriveinfor-
mation of their future husbands by doing tricks with items
such asyarn, apple parings and mirrors.

In thelate 1800s, Americans moved to adapt the day into
amore community-oriented holiday. To do so, they threw large
get-togethersfor both children aswell as adults.

These parties consisted of games, various seasonal foods
and festive costumes. Parents were urged not to incorporate
anything “frightening” or “grotesque” into celebrations of
Halloween. Because of the encouragement by the newspa-
pers and such, Halloween lost most of its superstitious and
religious overtones by the beginning of the next century.

By the 1930’s,
Halloween had become a
the efforts of the
community, vandal-
holiday more toward the younger gen- )‘-\ N
eration. Eventually, parties began to move into town civic
American tradition. Today Americans spend morethan $2.5
billion dollars on Halloween, making it Americas second larg-

ism began to plague
the nationally cel-
centersand homes.
It was also believed that by providing the community with
est commercia holiday falling right behind Christmas.
Halloweenisnot only atimeto get candy from the neigh-

secular and community
oriented celebration V‘
with parades and
town wide parties. ’
ebrated holiday.

For reasonssuch asthis,
small treats, it would give the children something to do and
cut down on thelevel of vandalism.
borsand scareyour friends or carvefacesin pumpkins; Hal-
loweenisatimetorelivetraditionsthat date back thousands

However, despite
RS
town leaders began to direct the
Throughout the years, a new tradition was started. An
of years.

Three million fish were stocked in Arizona waters this past year

By Rory Aikens
Arizona Game and Fish Department

Stocking three million fishinto Arizonawatersthis
past year was just one of the innumerable activities by the
Arizona Game and Fish Department’ sfisheries program.

FisheriesChief Larry Riley explained to the Arizona
Game and Fish Commission on Oct. 20 that the fisheries
program isvery broad and department personnel throughout
the agency are directly or indirectly involved in the team
effort.

Riley provided the commission with an overview of
accomplishmentsthis past year. “ By ho meansisthisan ex-
haustivelist, and probably inappropriately gives short shrif
to many of the every day activitiesthat we takefor granted,”
Riley said.

The accomplishmentsare:

— Thehatchery program traveled morethat 120,000 miles
and stocked more than three million fish for fishing recre-
ationin Arizona.

— Completed a second reintroduction of Gilatrout in
Raspberry Creek in November of 2000.

— Made good headway on the recovery of the Apache
trout through a continuing partnership with anglers, the
Apache-Sitgreaves

National Forest, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

— A partnership with the Northern Arizona Flycasters
and the Coconino National Forest, worked to refurbish Middle
Tank by draining and re-excavating the lake along the lines

of the very successful JD Dam Lake project completed a
couple of years ago with the same partners.

— Completed refurbishing Rose Canyon Lakein part-
nership with the Coronado National Forest, theU.S. Marine
Corps, and the Seabees.

— Continued afisheries management initiative at Fortuna
Pond near Yumain conjunction with the Bureau of Land
Management.

— Worked with the City of Tempefor initiating awinter
trout stockings on the 224-acre Tempe Town L ake.

— Worked with the White Mountain Flycasters and oth-
ersto make considerableimprovementsalong Silver Creek.
Thewinter catch-and-release program on Silver Creek has
caught firewith local anglersand visitorsto the Show Low
area.

— Installed spawning substratein Lee Valley Creek in
partnership with anumber of fishing groups,

— Traveled to Wyoming to gather arctic grayling and
stocked theminto Lee Valley Lake.

— Continued the partnershipswith Anglers United, Bu-
reau of Land Management, California, Bureau of Reclama-
tion, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and MWD on the Lake
Havasu Fisheries Improvement Project. Thisisthe largest
freshwater habitat improvement project in the United States.

— Completed acommitment to stock 30,000 razorback
suckersinto the Lake Havasu. Progress is being made by
our partnersto meet asimilar commitment for bonytail.

— Worked in partnership with the Flagstaff Arboretum

to provide arefugiumfor Little Colorado spinedace.

— Worked on watershed improvements on East Clear
Creek and reintroduced Little Colorado spinedacein part-
nership with the Coconino National Forest, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and affected permittees,

— Dedicated abrand new fishing pier at Bartlett Lake
this past summer — a cooperative venture with the Tonto
National Forest and the Arizona Department of Transporta-
tion.

“I"d beremissif | didn’t mention thefact that the depart-
ment, along with the Arizona-New Mexico Chapter of AFS
and the Western Division of AFS, hosted the 131st annual
meeting of the American Fisheries Society in Arizonathis
past summer.

Thismeeting brought more than 1,100 prominent fisher-
ies scientistsfrom around North America, and theworld, to
Arizona. One prominent fisheries scientist termed one of
the symposiaat that meeting as* historic,”” Riley said

Riley added that the Fisheries Program in Arizonaserves
more than 400,000 licensed anglersthat spent nearly eight
million daysfishing, contributed about $9 million dollars of
license revenueto the department, and spent more than $330
millionin Arizonaon fishing, contributing more than $660
million to the state’seconomy.

“The Fisheries Program al so made significant contribu-
tionsto the conservation of topminnow, pupfish, little Colo-
rado spinedace, Apachetrout, Gilatrout, razorback suckers,
and many others,” Riley said.

1. Hold a grown-up’s
when you cross the street.

4. Tell the driver if you drop some

10.Careful getting off the bus so nothing
snags in the

11.Look left, look right,
look - -

lQ.Eon"f cross if you =
ear a
dETE
e

13.Flow with
the traffic,
lease stay
o the

16.Draw out a special

—, with your
parents tnni\{]hf. .
17.Seat belts
save = I.
19.Inside your
helmetvtupe a .
and dime.

21. tracks mean
we stop, look, and
listen.

22.When riding to school
in a truck or a car,
— vyour safety belt.
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. 8. Be , be seen.
7 9. Stay in your
..... ~ " "Yohen the
school bus is moving.
- 14. Weara ______every
- i time you ride your hike.
15. Get to the bus
'- . . stop 5 early.
- . 18. Never ride in the
back of a pickup :

/

Before school starts plan
your .

3. A Shoulder belt should bhe

worn on the

4. Call me Gus, I'ma
yellow school

5. A bus driver’s main
concernis .

6. The _
is the area behind the
school bus where the
driver can’t see you.

7. Alwuys cross the
street af the
or the corner.

20, Stop for people on foot,
and pul:!slies_ on paw. [t’s not
just polite, it’s also the .
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Changing of the leaf

Fall colors on the Sierra Vista Ranger District

By Tom Deecken
Forest Service

While not as spectacular as other parts of
the Coronado National Forest, the Huachuca
Mountains offer beautiful fall color leaf dis-
plays. Distant views are available from sev-
eral roads. Closeexperiencesusualy require
some hiking.

Aspen and maplesdisplay the best colors.
Look for golden hues of quaking aspen the
first two weeks of October. From late Octo-
ber to late November, big-tooth and Rocky
M ountain mapl es bring a season ending show
of brilliant velvet red and orange.

Scan the higher elevations of the peaksfor
cluesof the change. While enjoying displays
of golden aspen and red maples, you may see
very local splashesof color from Arizonasy-
camore, ash and walnut. These three species
haveonly brief color displaysand are best seen
when enjoying the aspens and mapl es.

During this period, also ook for the yel-
lows of wild grape and thereds of skunk bush
and poison ivy. Asclimbing vines or shrubs,
they provide additional contrast to the forest
understory.

Driving

Carr Canyon Road offers the closest ac-
cessto some of the Mountain’saspen groves.
Thisroad is located about 7 miles south of
SierraVista. Travel south on Highway 92 and
make a right turn on the road immediately
before the Mesquite Tree Restaurant.

Thefirst part ispaved, but the road quickly
turnsinto a one-lane dirt road. Look for sy-

camores, ash and walnut al ong this portion of
Carr Canyon. For the next five miles, theroad
winds up the side of Carr Canyon to the pine
forest at the Reef Townsite Campground.

At the nearby trailhead parking lot, you
should be able to see the gold of aspen scat-
tered acrossthe upper face of 9100-foot Carr
Peak. Thesetrees sprouted after the 1977 Carr
Fire burned the older aspensand conifers.

A few maples are accessible by road in
Miller Canyon. Two miles south of Carr Can-
yon, Miller Canyon Road ends at the parking
lot just below the Beatty Orchard.

At the parking lot and a short distance
down the creek bed, look for scattered big-
tooth maples. Their red leaves, especidly in
mid-November, offer astriking contrast tothe
shades of greeninthe neighboring oaks.

Thelower mileof the Miller Canyon Road
ispaved whereit passesthrough privateland.
Then, the pavement ends and becomes dirt
road for the 1.5 milesto thetrailhead parking
area. Beatty’sOrchard isprivate property but
access to upper Miller is possible by the
marked hiking trail.

Hiking

Those groves of aspen seen from the Carr
Peak Trailhead are about amileaway. Asyou
follow the switchbacks up thetrail, you pass
through severa patches. Itisfivemilestothe
top of Carr Peak and back.

Carr Peak also affordstremendous views
of the aspen colors on Miller Peak. For the
more hardy, continue your hike onto the 9466-
foot high Miller Peak. However, be prepared

for a10-mileround trip from the parking area.

In the lower part of the Reef Townsite
Campground, look for themining interpretive
trail. Portions of this steep one-mileloop over-
look the deeply shaded upper Carr Canyon.
Thevelvet red maples stand out from the sand-
stonecliffsand dark green conifers.

Another starting point for hikers is the
Ramsey VistaCampground. It isat theend of
Carr Canyon Road and 1.5 miles past the Reef
Townsite. Hike the Comfort Springs Trail to
the Hamburg Mine, a distance of 2.5 miles.
Thetrail iswell maintained but expect some
up-and-down relief asyou drop in and out of
Carr and Ramsey canyons.

At Hamburg Mine, you have your choice
of the three best stands of maple in the dis-
trict. Both Ramsey Canyon above and below
the mine and nearby Pat Scott Canyon have
good trails that put you underneath substan-
tial groves. And, mixed with theaready fallen
red leaveswill berelicsof the extensivemin-
ingthat ispart of the history of the Huachucas.

Round-trip distance from the Ramsey
Vista parking lot to the maple stands of
Ramsey and Pat Scott Canyonsis6émiles. The
more adventurous hikers can take loop hikes
through upper Ramsey and Pat Scott Canyons
and around the backside of Carr Peak. These
hikes will range in distance from 9-12 miles
and are more strenuous.

In Miller, maple stands that show good
color start about ahalf mile abovethe parking
lot previoudy mentioned for thiscanyon. Look
for thetrailhead on the north side of theroad
just opposite the parking area. Starting at the

——

Tombstone Waterworks, maples are easily
seen aongside the old mining road that serves
asthetrail.

If you want to hike another mileor so, you
will be rewarded with more maples as well
as the sound of the cascading Miller Creek.
Theyellows of ash and box elder and the oc-
casional red of poisonivy add to the beauty
of the canyon from mid-October to late No-
vember. And finally, akind word about those
drab oaks. Asyou have read, the fall colors
of the Huachucas offer welcome contraststo
the all year greens of the mountains. But the
greensalso havetheir story.

Theoaksfoundinthelower elevationsare
northern extensions of similar species in
Mexico. They have adapted to the late spring
and early summer dry period we experience
before the monsoon season begins. What
looks like dying treesin May is actually the
annual leaf cast for Arizonawhite, Mexican
blue and Emory oaks. While vast color
splashesare not provided, thisleaf changeis
asubtle reminder of another season in south-
eastern Arizona.

Coronado National Forest offices sell a
recreation map that shows the places men-
tioned above. The small bookstore on the Si-
erraVistaRanger District also hastreeiden-
tification and hiking guides as well as topo-
graphic maps of the Huachucasthat can help
travelersplantheir visit.

But most of all, keep your eyes open and
bring acamerafor memories when you visit
the Sierra Vista Ranger District in search of
the changing leaf!

Are you taking an unnecessary risk, not using your seatbelt?

By Bruce V. Heran
Safety Manager

The ongoing war on terrorism isteaching us many things
about our country and selvesthat are helpful to our survival,
but we still insist on taking unnecessary risks. Onein par-
ticular isthefailureto use seatbeltsin our vehicles.

As Safety Manager, | have probably heard every reason
imaginablefor not wearing them. Everything from*“I could
be trapped upside down and afire breaks out” to “What if |
crash off a bridge and go under water and can’t get the
seatbelt off?” | hear many other thoughtsalong theline* That
it can’t happen to me,” I’'m acareful driver,” or “I’monly
going ashort distance.”

When examined, each of thereasonsisbogus. If you are
involved in an accident and the vehicleis upside down, on

fire or under water and you didn’t use the seatbelt you have
probably been either gjected from the vehicle or are uncon-
scious and can’t get out anyway.

Being g ected from avehiclein an accident isamong the
most dangerous things that can happen. Your unprotected
body will collidewith or be hit by any number of things.

As for the “it can’'t happen to me crowd,” it can and
doeswith great regularity. The odds are about 25 to 1 against
you. That is, seatbelt users are 25 times less likely to be
injured in any given type of accident than those who don’t
buckle up.

Right about now, | usually hear the comment * but my car
hasair bags.” Air bagsoffer little or no protection from side
impacts. Getting T-boned are one of the most common types
of accidents, just ask any insurance company.

Then there are two other thingsto consider. In asurvey
conducted afew years ago, automobile operatorswere asked
if they knew their carswere equipped with air bags. Nearly
oneinfiveanswered yeswhentheir carsactually didn’t have
them. There has also been somefairly recent hysteriaabout
air bags causing injuries and deaths. True, but misleading.

For every injury attributed to air bags, many thousands
were prevented. Still individual s have disconnected their air
bagsfrom fear and also fail to use the seatbelts. If you pur-
chased aused vehiclethat is* equipped” with air bags check
to seeif theair bags areindeed present.

Thebottom lineisthat thereisn’t any substitute for the
level of protection offered by seatbelts during an accident.
A final thought, if you have children, make sure they are
properly belted in, and if appropriatein an approved car seat.



