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Pyt Murphy s Law

By Mark Baker

I HAVE A RENDEZVOUS WITH DESTINY ...
AND THE TIME 15 NowW !

Photos by Sgt. Jessica Inigo

Top, Sgt. Tony Espinoza, Desert Thunder
coach, hit 6 for 8 during the tournament and
ended up with a.750 batting average.
Right, Chief Warrant Officer Randell Shafer,
pitcher, pulled through for the team as he
was brought in for the third inning of the
third game, helping to secure their victory.
Pitched in the second game as well. Randell
got two homeruns during the tournament
and ended up with a .667 percent batting
average.

By Sgt. Jessica I nigo
Scout Staff

Desert Thunder, the post tournament soft-
ball team, roared |oud and strong duringaCoca
Cola sponsored tournament at the Domingo
Paizfield at the Oscar Y run Community Cen-
terin SierraVista Saturday.

The post team
took first place,
beating out the Si-
erra Vista Pirates
andthreenationdly
rated Tucson soft-
ball teams.

Though the tournament was scheduled as
atwo-day event, the Tucson contenderswere
unabl eto attend the championship game Sun-
day against the Desert Thunder. Thecity was
unableto providelighting for thefieldtoplay a
night finalein lieu of the Sunday championship
game, so the Tucson team had toforfeit to the
post players.

Desert Thunder received awinning trophy
and Coca-ColaT-shirts.

Thiswasthefirst gamethe post team played
together, and though they were still getting to
know each other’s game style, the team was
successful inthetournament.

“We need to

brush up a little by
practicing more to-
gether. We need to
familiarize ourselves
with the starting
lineup so we can
work more comfort-
ably together,” said
Sgt. CraigMarcelin,
second baseman,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Com-
pany, U.S. Army

Lee Mish, team short
stop, catches a line
drive.

By Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks
NCOIC, PAO

305thMI Bn.
sad.

clamthe AA League championship.

Fernando Inigo, team designated hitter,
hits a triple and brings in a run. He hit 4
for 10 with a .400 batting average.

Penguins spiked,
Company B, 305th MI Bn.

Entering M onday night’schampionship volleybal game Company C,
304th Military Intelligence Battalion head coach Liz Andreichuk knew
her team wasthe heavy favoriteto capturethetitle against Company B,

“We defeated thisteam twice in the regular season, but we don’t
want to betoo overconfident cominginto thisgameandlose,” Andreichuk

Those words were nearly prophetic as 305th had to come from
behind toicethe Penguins 13-15, 15-5, 15-5 at Barnes Field House to

Inthefirst set, the Penguinstrailed 13-6 beforerallying nine straight

Garrison, whohit two
homeruns for the
team. “Welook good

iced by

Thunder rolls throughout Sierra Vista

asateam, though, and weplay well together.”

Desert Thunder besat out thefirst two teams
13-12 and 24-18, respectively, with no prob-
lems. Then the team experienced alull inthe
beginning of thethird game.

“For the first time in the tournament we
weredown by runs. After being out inthesun
all day longwe started tolosefocusin thethird
game. But then we got our heads back in the
game and rallied back to defeat them,” said
Fernando Inigo, Desert Thunder designated
hitter.

Sgt. Tony Espinoza, Desert Thunder coach,
Company D, 40th Signal Battdion, saidtheteam
was surprised by the jump the third team got
onthem.

“They were up 15-5, but we pulled ahead.
Weweretied by thesixthinning. Theninthe
seventh inning we came up with sevenruns.”

Espinoza sees the post Desert Thunders
going far thisseason, possibly even qualifying
for astate tournament in Phoenix or Prescott.

“Thisyear’steam is pretty solid defense
wise. We got somelong batsand we' re pretty
even all around, asfar asspeed,” hesaid.

Fort Huachuca s Desert Thunder will play
at the 504th Tournament at the Eifler Sports
Complex Saturday. Thiswill beanal day tour-
nament.

Softbdl playersinterestedinjoining the post
team can contact Espinozaat 459-7263.

points behind the tandem of Jeremy Frye and George Cunningham to
win 15-13. The pair stifled 305th striker Leon Hall at the net after he
scored back-to-back spikes, but Hall would betoo much to handleinthe
second and match sets.

Receiving perfect setsfor aspikefromteammate Jim McLean, Hall
kept delivering powerful spikestowardsthe Penguin defenders. Hall
also provided awall of defense at the net as he blocked several spike
attemptsand scoring opportunities.

“1"d personally rather make ablock than scoreaspike,” Hall said.
“Defenseawayswin gamesand that’swhat | try to bring to the court.”

Although the 305th scored many pointsfrom spikes, theteam also
displayed solid fundamenta s of the game by communicating on the court
and keeping service.

“After losing the first set, | just had to calm everybody down,”
Andreichuk said. “Wewere making mistakeswe normally don’'t make,
and wejust had to relax. We knew we were the better team and coul d
play better than what wedid.”

Despitelosing Penguin head coach Joshua Champion praised his

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks

Brian Taylor, Company C, 304th Ml Bn., awaits to return a serve
during the AA League Volleyball championship game. Taylor’s team
came from behind a set to claim the title.

team’seffort.

“We had many playerswho’ d never played volleyball before, so
makingit thisfar wasgreat for us,” Champion said. “ Therewasal ot of
pressureout there. | just told our guysjust to betough mentally andit’s
okay to chokealittle. But we played great and I’ m proud.”

Inthe A League championship game, Headquartersand Headquar-
ters Company, 306th M| Bn. defeated Company B, 40th Signal Bn. in
straight sets 16-14, 15-9 to capture the title. Arthur Gray and Brian
Flower dominated the action leading the way to victory. Thewin ex-
acted revengefor the 306th after having lost to the 40th inthe regular
season.
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% Inthe Spotlight

See your MWR activity highlighted
in The Fort Huachuca Scout, call 538-0836.

- ‘Fort Huachuea Directorate of Gommunity Activities Updates
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The Direcorate of Community Activities is responsible for content appearing on this MWR pagein

The Fort Huachuca Scout. Questions about this section should be directed to MWR Marketing Director,
Paula German at 538-0836 or sent by e-mail to germanp@hua.army.mil.
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SERVICES DIVISION
Facilities announce summer hours

New summer hours are effective now for thefollowing
facilitiesinthe Recreation Services Division of the Director-
ateof Community Activities.

Jeanni€’ sDiner: Mondays- Thursdays, 6:30am. - 9:30
p.m.; Fridays, 6:30 am. - 11:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30a.m. -
11:30 p.m.; Sundays, noon - 6 p.m.

MWR Rents: Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdaysand Fri-
days, 10 am. - 6 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 am. - 4 p.m.; closed
Wednesdaysand Sundays.

Desert Lanes: Mondays, noon - 9 p.m.; Tuesdays, 9
am. - 10 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon -10 p.m.; Thursdays, 4-10
p.m.; Fridays, noon - 11 p.m.; Saturdays, 9am. - 11 p.m,;
Sundays, noon - 9 p.m.

Sportsman’s Center: Wednesdays - Sundays, 9am. -
5 p.m. Closed Saturdays, Sundaysand holidays.

MWR Box Office: Mondays- Fridays, 9am. - 5p.m.;
closed Saturdays, Sundaysand holidays.

MWR ArtsCenter: Mondays - Thursdays, 9am. - 8
p.m.; Fridaysand Saturdays, 9am. - 5p.m.; closed Sunday.

Barnes Field House: Mondays - Fridays, 5 am. - 9
p.m.; Saturdays, Sundaysand holidays, 9am. - 6 p.m. Cur-
rently closed Tuesdaysfrom 8:30- 11 am. Beginning March
9, facility will beclosed Thursdaysfrom 8:00- 11 am.

Eifler FitnessCenter: Mondays- Fridays, 5am. - 9:45
p.m.; Saturdaysand Sundays, 9a.m. - 7:45 p.m.

ApacheFlatsR.V. Resort: Mondays- Fridays, 9am. -
5 p.m.; Saturdaysand Sundays, 9 am. - 5p.m. for check-ins
only.

Ozone Fun and SportsPlace: Fridaysand Saturdays,
6-11 p.m. Open specia hoursduring holiday weekends.

BarnesField House Pool: Mondays - Fridays, 5-7:30
am., lapswin; 7:30-11am., openswim; 11am.-1p.m., lap
swim; 1-4 p.m., open swim; closed Saturdaysand Sundays,
Memoria Day weekend, closed Saturday and Sunday, open
Monday at regular hours. Active duty military and retirees
may swimfor free.

GCOME ON
INY  TRewaters fue

Pools open for summer May 25

Thefirst weekendisfreeto authorized patronsand their guests.
Regular pool feesare$2 for adultsand $1 for children.

Grierson Pool: Tuesdays - Saturdays, 9am. - 1 p.m. les-
sons; 1 p.m. - 5p.m. open swim,; closed Sundaysand Mondays;
Memorial Day weekend open Saturday 10 am. - 6 p.m. and
Monday noon-5p.m.

I rwin Pool: Thursdays- Mondays, 10am. - 6 p.m., openswim;
closed Tuesdaysand Wednesdays, Memorid Day weekend open
Saturday, Sunday andMonday 10am. -6 p.m.

Call 533-3858 for pool information.
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4 evan and jaron
DISHWALLA

Concert ticket presale blowout Saturday

Recreation Services Division ishaving apresale concert
ticket blowout on Saturday from 10 am. to 2 p.m. Ticketsfor
theannua Miller Genuine Draft Army Concert Tour featuring
Styx, Dishwalaand Evan and Jaron will be sold for only $15.
Thisisasavingsof $5 per ticket. Blowout ticketswill be sold
only at MWR Box Office on Fort Huachuca and the Sports
GdleryinSeraVista

Theconcert will beJune22 at Libby Army Airfield on Fort
Huachuca. Admission pricesarethe sameaslast year, $20in
advanceor $30 at the gate. The gateswill open at 6:30 and the
concert will beginat 7:30 p.m.

Tickets will be sold at MWR Box Office, MWR Rents,
Desert Lanes and Ozone on Fort Huachuca, and at area
Safeway Stores off post. Vendors are needed for this popul ar
event. Spacesof 20°' by 10’ areavailableto rent for $350 each.
Applications may be picked up at the Recreation Services Di-
vision officelocated inside MWR Rentsat Irwin and Hunter
streets. Call 538-1690 for information.

Vendorsare needed for thisannual popular event. Spaces
of 20" by 10" areavailableto rent for $350 each. Applications
may be picked up at the Recreation Services Division office
located inside MWR Rents at Irwin and Hunter streets.Call
538-1690for information.

For those who would like to be areal part of this event,
consider becoming avolunteer. Volunteersareneeded inava-
riety of areas, so sign up now by calling 533-4823. Call 538-
1690for genera information.

LakeSide plans Mother’s Day Grande Buffet
Theannual Mother’sDay Grande Buffet will be May 12
from 10:30 am.-2:30 p.m. The cost is $17.95 for adults and
$7.95 for children ages 5-11. Children four years and under
dinefor free. Call 533-2194 for information or reservations.

Desert Lanes news

TheThird Annual PBA Western Regional Tournament will
beMay 10, 11 and 12. Thefina sweeper for bowlersto qualify
for thetournament will be Saturday. Entry feeis$60. Contenders
bowl ten gamesacrossten lanesand one out of sevenwill earna
spat inthetournamen.

The PBA Senior Pro-AmisMay 10from4to 8 p.m. Entry
feeis$25. The PBA Junior Pro-AmisMay 11 at 9 p.m. Entry
feeis$15. Trophieswill be awarded for boysand girls. The
PBA Adult Pro-AmisasoMay 11 at 9 p.m. Theentry feeis
$30. Seniorsand adult bowlersareelibiblefor cash and door
prizes. All Pro-Am participants bowl three gameswith three
different professiona bowlers.

Spectatorsareinvited to come watch the pros at the PBA
Western Regiona Tournament. Call 533-2849 for information.

Sportsman’s Center events for May

A gun safety courseisscheduled for May 11 and 12 from 9
am.-4p.m. Theclasswill cover safety and marksmanship of
variousweapons. Feeis$10 and includes acertificateand t-
shirt upon completion of the course. Participantsmay joinina
fun session on the paintball range after class. Call 533-7085.

Disneyland Resort military discounts

Activeduty military personnel areeligiblefor specia mili-
tary rates at the hotel s at the Disneyland Resort in California
through June 13. On Sunday-Thursday, the starting rates per
night at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel are $79, at Disneyland

Directorate of Gommunity |

Hotel $99 and at Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel $49. Friday
and Saturday starting ratesat Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel are
$99; Disneyland Hotel $119; and Disney’s Grand Californian
Hotel $179. Ratesdo not includetheresort fee or applicable
taxes. Military personnel may call (714) 956-MICKEY and ref-
erencethemilitary promotion rate plan MLT.Advanced

Family Readiness Group Training

Army Community Serviceissponsoring aningallation-wide
Advanced Family Readiness Group Training on Saturday. The
classwill beinthe conference room of the Army Community
Servicebuilding 50010, located on Smith St. Thistraining will
cover subjects of meeting management, leadership toolsand
community resources. Registrationswill betaken through Fri-
day. Call 533-2330 or e-mail gail.mortensen@hua.army.mil.

LaHacienda activities

TheLaHaciendaisopen for lunch Monday through Friday
from 11 am. to 1 p.m. Patronsmay dinefromthe daily buffet
or order from awide selection of items on the lunch menu.
Bingoisoffered on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings.
TheEarly Bird Gamesbegin at 6:45 p.m. A Sunday afternoon
bingo session beginsat 12:45 p.m.

2-10-2 Biathlon coming May 18

The 2-10-2 Biathlon, scheduled for May 18, isaten-mile
bike ride sandwiched between two two-mileruns. Thisstrenu-
ousevent beginsat Chaffee Parade Field at 7 a.m. Entry fees
are: $20for civilians; $15 for active duty military; $30for civil-
ian teams; $25 for active duty military teams. For moreinfor-
mation, call LesWoodsat 533-5031.

Army Family Team Building classes

AnAFTB Levd Il classwill be held Tuesday from9a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Snackswill be served. Pre-registration is sug-
gested. A Level | Marathon will be held at Murr Community
Center on May 11 from 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. Snackswill be
served. Attendees are requested to bring alunch. Thismara-
thon coversall Level | classesin one day. These classes are
free. Call 533-3686 or 533-2330for information.

Military Spouse Day

Army Community Servicewill have an open houseMay 10
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. Cake and punch will be served under
canopiesinthe parking lot. Program information and hand-outs
will beavailable. Thisevent will bean opportunity to say thank
you to the military spouseson Fort Huachuca.

Buffalo Corral isoffering aspecial trail rideonMay 10in
celebration of Military Spouse Day. Theridewill befrom9to
11 p.m.The cost isonly $7.50 for military spouses. Thisisa
savingsof $4. |dentification isrequired. Reservationsand pre-
payment are needed by COB May 9. Thisrideisopento other
patrons at the regular price of $12.50. The Corral also offers
openriding to military spouseson May 10 at adiscount price of
$5 per hour. Call 533-5220 for information.

CYSregistration office closed May 13-17
The Child and Youth Servicesofficewill beclosed May 13-
17 and June 10-14 for install ation of new computer software.

MWR Arts Center hosts Art Fest Saturday

TheMWR Arts Center will host an Artsand Crafts Festival
on Saturday from 9am.-5 p.m. Prizeswill begiven away each
hour. Authorized patronswho sign up for art classesduring the
festival will receive a10% discount on classfees. TheMWR
ArtsCenter islocated inthe MWR Plaza, Bldg. 52008 on Ari-
zonaSt. Cdl 533-2015for information.

P& ["th For Questions Concerning MWR Events, please Call Paula German, MWR Marketing Director, at 538-0836 or Dial 1-800-459-EUNT
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Bisbee’s high
desert gardens

Bisbee Bloomersrelease

The alure and beauty of high desert gar-
dens will be featured during the first Bisbee
Garden Tour May 11.

Twelve of Bisbee'sfinest gardenswill be
ondisplay during thesdlf guided tour whichwill
takevisitorsfrom the historic Old Bisbee dis-
tricttothe” CitiesBeautiful” planned commu-
nity of Warren and into the modern San Jose
areawithits panoramic viewsof Mexicoand
rambling ranch-style homes.

Eclecticin style, muchliketheformer Cop-
per mining town itself, thetour gardensreflect
thehomeowner’ s preferences and experiments
rather than landscape architects planned per-
fection.

Thereismuch practical knowledge and af -
fordabl e adviceto be gained through thetour.

The gardens reflect a range of |andscap-
ing, including X eriscape, natural state, water
features, traditional, and sunlight mitigation.
Vistorswill find fruit trees, a90-year-old olive
tree, lily ponds, roses, low water useplants, high
water use plants, an outdoor room, native high
desert plants, water features, bonsai shrubs, and
many different varietiesof trees, bushes, vines,
perennialsand annuals.

Ticketsfor thetour, whichrunsfrom 10am.
to 1 p.m., are $5 and may be purchased at the
Visitor Center, 35 Subway Street, in Old Bisbee.

Buffalo Corral

evacuates horses,
softball canceled

By Sgt. Jessica I nigo
Scout Staff

Buffalo Corral evacuated all horsesduring
Tuesday’sfire, relocating the majority of the
animalsto various softball fieldson post.

Theanimals' safety was of main concern
asthefireand smoke crept closer to the Cor-
rd.

Dueto therel ocation, the use of most soft-
ball fieldswere canceled.

Oncethewild firewas controlled and the
smoke cleared the horses were brought back
totheir homes.

No horseswereinjured inthewild firethat
burned near the Corral, though many were
shaken up fromall thecommotion.

Now thingsare O.K. back at the Corral.

Photos clockwise:

Horses took advantage of the lush
grass on Smiley Field once
relocated.

Horses were moved with various
vehicles to get them out as
quickly as possible. No horses
were hurt during the fire, though
many were shaken up from all the
commotion.

Flames and smoke billowed
behind the Corral as horses were
evacuated to different softball
fields.

For moreinformation, call 432-5421 or vist
www.bi sheearizona.com.

Beforethescheduled tour a9 am. atalkiis
scheduled for those peopleinterestedinlearn-
ing about plantsthat attract birds and butter-
flies.

Thetalk, by Sandy Upson, noted L epidop-
terist and nature photographer, entitled “ Attract-
ing butterfliesto Your Garden” will take place
at 47 Wood Canyon in Old Bisbee.

Thisgarden, whichisnot onthetour, has | Pools, running
been specifically planted to attract birdsand | through sprinklers
butterflies. and playingwithrun-

Thetour ishosted by the Bisbee Bloomers,
acivic organization dedicated to the enhance-
ment of the natural beauty of Bisbee.

Thegardentour isbeing heldin conjunction
with the Fiestadelas Aves, International Mi-
gration Celebration May 9-12 hosted by the
Southeastern ArizonaBird Observatory.

Thefestiva will includeactivitiesfor wild-
lifeloversof al agesand interest levels.

It will include field trips to famous and
lesser-known natura areason both sidesof the
border, aswell as presentations by expertsand
enthusiasts on avariety of topics. Therewill
be educational and informational displaysrep-
resenting public agenciesand non-profit orga-
nizations, aswell ascommercia exhibitsby ven-
dorsof wildlife-related and environmentally
friendly products.

[uxury.

residents

ning hoses. In this
desert environment,
we don't have that

Thisisareminder for

Protect children, water this summer

Housing Officerelease
Spring is here and so is the warmer
weather. Many of us were
raised with activities
suchasswimmingin

of Fort

Huachucathat swimming poolsare not au-
thorized. Wading poolsare, however, autho-
rized, but will not exceed onefootinheight |.—.
and seven feet in diameter. Wading pools
must be moved frequently in order to avoid
damageto grounds.

Theprohibition of swvimming poolsispri-
marily to protect the safety of childrenliving
in quarters. Even with fences, pool covers
or other security measures, childrenfind a
way to gain accessto thoseinviting attrac-
tions, such asaswimming pool.
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Maintain nature

Housing release

The Arizonawinter for 2001 will godown
asmildand very dry. Now thisisgreat wesather
for snowbirdsand touristsaike, butitisareal
problemfor our trees.

Fort Huachuca continues to have a very
significant number of trees die from lack of
water. Many of these trees took decades to
get to their maturity and majesty.

Aside from the aesthetics these trees pro-
vide, the cost to remove the dead limbs and
trunksisamajor concern to the Housing Of -
fice. Themoney we useto removethese dead
treesisthe samemoney that paintsyour home,
replacesfloors, maintainsyour appliancesor
enhancesyour homein any way.

The Housing Office cannot water these
treesalone. Itis, therefore, very important to
enlist your assistance. The office recognizes
theinconvenience hand-watering these trees
will have on you, the customer. Sprinklersare
not authorized on Fort Huachucauntil May and
June. Sprinkling your yard will dso not provide
the deep root watering that the treesrequire.

Takethetimetositinyour yards, visit with
your neighborswhileyou water our valuable
resource, our trees.

The Housing Office wants to ensure
there is no tragedy of an injury or loss of
life. Secondly, of course, isthewater us-
age. Residentsmust beever vigi-

lant to protect and conservethis

. — vital resource.
\ Housing employees, aswell as
: unit sponsors, will be monitoring the
.-';I

(- use of swimming poolson theinstal-
- (H_ lation.

Warnings and citations will be
given as appropriate. Let’'s keep
children safe, protect the environ-
ment and utilize the community swimming
poolson Fort Huachuca.
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Twelve of 47 teams finish Best Ran

By Spc. Douglas DeMaio
Army News Service

FORT BENNING, Ga.— A captain and staff sergeant won
the 20th annua Best Ranger competition here April 28, leading
12 teamsthat finished the 60-hour test of endurance.

Capt. Duane Patin and Staff Sgt. Daniel Jenkinsfrom the
5th Ranger Training Battalion took thelead intheroad march,
held it through remaining eventsand never looked back.

I njurieson the hazard-wrought course kept many of the 47
teamsfrom finishing, and more than one competitor crossed
thefinishlinelimping. Staff Sgt. Shane Jernigan finished witha
broken ankle.

“Itisatest of will,” said Army Chief of Staff Gen. EricK.
Shinseki, who presented the winners gol den pistolsand medal -
lions April 29 at the Ranger Memorial. “ Trust and teamwork
are demands of the Ranger Creed and you will all take these
lessons|earned back to your units.”

Asthe crowd watched theweekend competition, oneranger
descended from a helicopter 1,500 feet above the drop zone
and agust of wind carried himinto thetrees. He hit the sharply
pointed branches. At that moment spectators gasped, asthey
grasped asense of the dangersinvolved with the contest.

The events are designed to put stress on the mind, joints,
musclesand bones, acompetition official said.

“You know it'sgoing to hurt comingintoit,” said 1st. Lt.
Scott Wence, 1st Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment.

The competitionistough, said Gunnery Sgt. Keith Oakes,
winner of last year’s competition with partner Sgt. 1st. Class
William Patterson. He said it demands more than some can
give.

“All these guys have had mgjor lifestyle changes,” Oakes
said. “All your freetime goestoward training.

“Your mindset startsto change,” Oakessaid. “ You watch
what you eat. Your sleeping patterns change.”

The competitorsare disciplined, said Capt. John Serafini,

11th Regiment.

“Thisisthemost physi-
cdly demandingthingl’ve
ever done,” Serafini said.

“The challenges are
just astough mentally as
they are physicaly, said
Lt. Col. David Pound,
Ranger Training Brigade
executive officer. Each
year the competition is
changed to challengethe
mental toughness of the
compstitors.

“A lot of thiscompeti-
tion is psychological,”
Pound said. “Wewant to
throw in enough twiststo
eventheplayingfied. We
try to take these guysout
of their comfort zone.”

Experienced competi-
tors have insight to the
demands of the competi-
tion and so extending an
event, liketheroad march,
or adding an additional
event triesto equa out the
advantages an experi-
enced competitor may
have over a first-time
competitor, hesaid.

This year the fitness

See Ranger, B4

ger contest

-

Photo by Spc. Douglas DeMaio

Capt. John Serafini, 11th Infantry Regt., finishes the helocast swim on day three of the Best
Ranger Competition. He finished 12th overall.
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White House honors Army Winter 2002 Olymplans

By Doug I de
Army News Service

ALEXANDRIA, Va — Army athletes joined the rest of
theU.S. Winter Olympic team April 23 at a\White House cer-
emony honoring their achievements.

President George Bush welcomed more than 200 Olympi-
ansduring the ceremony on the south lawn asthe athletesfilled
asmall areabehind him and on twin staircasesleadinguptoa
second-floor ba cony.

“All of your victoriesrequired hard work and skill and the
determination to meet your goals,” Bushtold the athletes.

“It wasanimportant timefor America, andyoudidn’t let us
down. You' re now morethan athletes, you’ rerole models.”

For the Army Olympians, the White House ceremony was
onestop on awhirlwind meet-and-greet tour through thenation’s
capitol, including Pentagon visitswith Secretary of the Army
ThomasWhite, Undersecretary of the Army LesBrownleeand

Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz. The athletesalso
met with Army Chief of Staff Gen. Eric K. Shinseki and Sgt.
Maj. of the Army Jack. L. Tilley.

Spc. Doug Sharp, one of three Army athletes on the USA
I1 bobsled team that won abronze medal at the Games, said he
appreciated the attention from Army leadership.

“It'sawonderful pat onthe back,” Sharp said.

Aspart of their itinerary, soldiersvisited Arlington National
Cemetery, where Sgt. Kristina Sabasteanski and 2nd Lt. Garrett
Hines placed awreath during aceremony at the Tomb of the
Unknowns, recogni zing the wartime sacrifices of their fellow
soldierspast and present.

Ten of the 13 Army athletesand coachesin Washington last
week are members of the Army’s World Class Athlete Pro-
gram — a Morale, Welfare and Recreation activity of the
Army’sCommunity and Family Support Center in Alexandria,
Va

Photo by Doug Ide
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz checks out the
gold medal Spc. Jill Bakken won for bobsledding.

Ranger from B3

test required the competitorsdo sit-upsimme-
diately following their pushups, which didn’t
allow the participants any timeto catch their
breath and took them by surprise, Pound said.

Theroad march was a so changed. Instead
of marching 21 miles, amark many of thecom-
petitorsthought wasthefinish line, themarch
was extended an additiona three miles.

“It threw the dynamics off the guys who
thought they would stick with the pack,” said
Sgt. Anthony Mayne, competitor from 3rd Bat-
talion, 75th Ranger Regiment.

“When the pack didn’t makeit, it hurt alot
of thecompetitors.”

More than half the participants were
knocked out of the competition during theroad

march event. Only 15 teams remained out of
theorigina 47.

o, strategies paid off for afew teamswho
used the march to move up in the standings,
Maynesaid.

“We moved up in the standingsand ran our
race,” hesaid. “Wewere not concerned about
what the other teamsweredoing...”

After completing the event, many of the
teams were worn down and not fully recov-
ered by the second day.

“You can recover from the first day of
events,” Oakessaid. “ Theroad marchiswhere
itrealy starts. It will settleeverything.”

Onthefina day, 12 teamswere anxiousto
finish, Maynesaid. Although Jenkinsand Patin

had pretty much sealed the deal to be dubbed
the 2002 Best Ranger, therest of the competi-
torslived by their creed and fought onto com-
pletetheir mission.

“It feel slikewe accomplished something,”
Maynesaid. “It'sapersona achievement...”

The Army’sgoal for the competitionisto
display some of thefinest tactical and techni-
ca soldiersintheworld andto allow theranger
participants to incorporate what they have
learned inthe competition and teach their pla
toons the knowledge they’ ve gained, Pound
sad.

“It highlights the best two-man-buddy
team,” Pound said. “In their own right, they
areworld-class athletes. They are the best of

thebest.”

Inaway, sharing their knowledgewith their
unitsislike contributing to abig family, said
Mg . Gen. Paul Eaton, Fort Benning command-
ing general, who hasknown the second-place
winners, Capt. Jeffrey Vanantwerp and 1st Lt.
LucasVanantwerp, sincethey werekids.

“Thiscompstitionispart of agreat, big fam-
ily,” Eatonsaid.

“Thefamily ispart of theU.S. Army. Moth-
ers, daughters, dads, wives, sonsand girlfriends
aredl celebrating in thisincredible competi-
tion.”

(Editor’s note: Soc. Douglas DeMaio is
amember of the Fort Benning Bayonet news-
paper staff.)



