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Correct information on the Record of
Emergency Dataformispivotal when
collecting entitlements. - Page 3
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donate their time to support the Special
Olympics held Saturday on post. - B1
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Road closures

Beginning on March 20,
the contractor will be repair-
ingthesewer lineontheNorth
sideof Mott Circle.

Repairswill beintheback
yards of these housing units
and will take approximately
two weeks.

Residents are urged to
keep children and pets out of
thecongructionarea. Any dis-

turbed fencing and
landscapeing will berestored
by the contractor.

Inthe MilesManor hous-
ing area, the contractor will
ingtall trested effluentirrigation
piping along Cushing Street.
during thedaytime. Therewill
be street closuresand re-rout-
ing of traffic at thefollowing
locationsand times:

Jeffords and Cushing
Streets - Wednesday; Carter
and Cushing Streets- March
25; Smith Avenueand Cushing
Street - March 31; North Av-
enue and Cushing Street -
April 2; Squire Avenue and
Cushing Street - April 4.

(Depending on progress,
thesedatesmay vary by aday
ahead or aday after the sched-
uledtimes.)

Beginning Mondaysewer
lines will be repaired along
Cushing Street between Ari-
zona Street and the traffic
circle.

Theserepairswill require
road closuresat Laguardiaand
Tindell Streets, whichwill cre-
atetraffic delayson this sec-
tion of Cushing Street. If at
al possblemotoristsareurged
to avoid thisarea during the
day.

For moreinformation, call
Tom Campbell at 533-3472.

Live CGtown hall

Tuneto Fort Huachuca's
Channel 97 on March 25 at 6
p.m. for the live Town Hall
Mesting.

Viewersmay submit ques-
tions to be discussed in ad-
vance by fax at 533-1280 and
e-mail to PAO-
WATCH@huaarmy.mil.

INSIDE

Women'’s History

Month celebrated
Women have played an
important role in American
Higory. Dating fromtheRevo-
lutionary War to the present,
follow aong in the first of a
seriesof articlesdevoted tothe
contributions of women in
building our nation. Page 5

TRICARE mail order
pharmacy now

available,inuse

On March 1, the
TRICARE Mail Order Phar-
macy program went into ef-
fect as the prescription mail
order pharmacy benefit for
Department of Defense Mili-
tary Health System beneficia
ries. The TRICARE phar-
meacy benefit and co-payments
remain the same. Page 9

Uncle Sam doesn’t want all of you

Retention changes meant to
keep best troops in uniform

BY SGT. 1ST CLASS
DONALD SPARKS
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

Fort Huachucahasbeen a
great placefor soldierstore-
enlist since 1878, but new
changesinthe Army’sreten-
tionpolicy will makestayingin
uniform more competitiveto
keep the best troops.

Last month reenlistment
optionswerelimitedto prevent
the Army from exceeding end-
strength numbers authorized
by Congress.

The Army is authorized
480,000 troopsand Congress
has mandated that the Army
stay within 1 percent of that
number according to Master
Sgt. Larry Pitts, Post Reten-
tion noncommissioned officer
incharge.

“The first thing soldiers
needtoredizeisthat thisisnot
adraw-down,” Pittssaid. “It's
just that theretentionratesare
S0 good now because every-
body wantsto stay inthe Army.
Because of the end-strength,
Congresshassaid, * Somebody
hastogo.””

Pittssaid retentiondivision
at Army G1level hadto come
up with adiscriminatory mea-
sureto eliminate soldierswho
weren'tof highcaliber anddis-
suade those who no longer
wanted to serve.

“We now have a couple
thingsin placewhereasoldier
canbedisqudified,” Pittssaid.
“If you have soldierswho are
flagged because they have a
hard timemeeting weight stan-

See REENLIST, Page 8

Courtesy photo

Sgt. Joseph Rodwell 1ll, Company B, 304th Military Intelligence Battalion, repeats his oath
of enlistment from Capt. Karl Neal, commander, during his reenlistment ceremony Nov.
19. Changes in the retention policy set by the Department of the Army will put more

responsibility on soldiers to remain competitive to reenlist.
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dow toyour health.’

Takecare.

BY SGT.1ST CLASS
DONALD SPARKS
NCOIC, USAIC&FH PAO

Imaginesitting in afoxholeand aiming
at atarget downrange, but try asyou might,
you can’'t focuson thetarget. Themoreyou
stare, theblurrier thetarget getsuntil your
total sight picture becomesablur.

Thisiswhat happenswhen soldiershave
difficulty seeing and not taking care of their

Although theold clichedtates, ‘ your eyes
arethewindow to your soul, soldiers need
to alsorealizethey are also the best *win-

March is National Save Your Vision
Month and was started in 1927 by mem-
bers of the American Optometric Associa
tion to remind the public about the impor-

March is National Save Your Vision Month

tance of vision and professional eyecare.

According to Capt. ChrisRockwdll, chief
of optometry, Raymond W. Bliss Army
Health Center, comprehensive eye exams
arethe best way to determinethe health of
oneeye'sandvision.

“Your eyesight and eye health deserves
to bemonitored,” Rockwell said. “Keepin
mind vision problemsaren’t always appar-
ent. Regular comprehensive eye examsby
an optometrist can help you be certain that
your eyesarefunctioning properly and are

healthy.”

Rockwell added part of soldier readiness
includes making sure those who wear
glasses prescriptionsare up to date.

To educated and inform soldierson the
benefits of eyecare, The Scout isfeaturing
several articlesto highlight Save Your Vi-
sion Month. Seerelated articleson page 4.

Graphic by Angelica Pequefio

Academy U! NCOA, Cochise Collegeteam up

NCOACADEMY RELEASE

The Noncommissioned
Officers Academy began
working in partnership with
Cochise Collegeto offer col-
legecredit to every NCO who
attends either the Basic or
Advanced Noncommissioned
Officers Course at Fort
Huachuca

“The end result could be
that a soldier receives his or
her Associates degree in In-
telligence Operations,” Sgt. 1%
ClassTimothy Soliz, BNCOC
first sergeant. “And it won't
cost an arm and aleg or any

extratimetodoit.”

Eight BNCOC students
have graduated in the past two
weeks and received up to 23
collegecredits, smply by com-
pletingthemilitary training nec-
essary to become a staff ser-
geant.

Soliz said sofar, morethan
60 students in the senior
BNCOC classhavesigned up
with Cochise College, whilea
new BNCOC classstarted this
week with 76 NCOswho will
have the opportunity to take
advantage of thecollege credit
offer.

The amount of credit re-

ceived for aBNCOC student
will depend ontheNCO'smiili-
tary occupational specialty.
For example, the 97B (coun-
terintelligence) NCO who
graduates BNCOC will earn
22 creditsinsuch areasaspsy-
chology, English and computer
information systems.
“Currently, thetraining de-
velopment section of theNCO
Academy isworking withrep-
resentatives of Cochise Col-
lege to determine just how
many creditswill beawarded
for each and every MOS in

See CREDIT, Page 7

Franks. Forcesready for
military actioninlrag

BY KATHLEENT.RHEM
AMERICAN FORCES
PRESS SERVICE

The U.S. Army general
whowould|ead any troopsinto
battle in Irag said last week
that Americalsforcesinthere-
gion aretrained, ready and ca-
pable.

“If the president of the
United Statesdecidesto under-
take military operations ...
thereisno doubt wewill pre-
vail,” said Gen. Tommy
Franks, commander of the
U.S. Central Command in
Tampa, Flaon March 5.

Franks and Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld were
quick to caution during aPen-
tagon media briefing that
President Bush has not yet
decided to use military force
todisarmIrag.

The media have specu-
lated that the United States
is not ready to go to war in
Iraq because Turkey has
been reluctant to allow U.S.
troops to be based in that
country.

Turkey sharesitssouthern
border with Iraq, soacoopera-
tive Turkey could provide a
valuable route into northern

Irag.

Rumsfeld refused to criti-
cize the NATO ally, saying
Turkey isademocracy and en-
titled to make its own deci-
sons.

“What they may ultimately
decideremainsto beseen,” he
said. “In any event, ... we
have‘work-arounds.””

Franks assured that the
U.S. military could respond to
any mission required of it —
evenif Turkey doesn’t allow
the staging of severd thousand
troopsonitssoil.

If military actioniscalled
for, Frankssaid, “weareina
position to provideamilitary
option.”

Rumsfeld alsothanked the
government of Pakistanfor its
continued assstanceinthewar
onterrorism, particularly the
capture of senior a Qaedater-
rorist leader Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed.

“Any who suggest that a
determination to disarm Iraq
would distract usfromtheglo-
bal war on terror would be
wrong,” Rumsfeld said.

He said that just because
thewar onterrorismisn'tinthe
headlinesdoesn't meanit’snot

apriority.

DoD photo by Helene C. Stikkel

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld (left) and
Commander, Central Command Gen. Tommy Franks, U.S.
Army, listen to a question at the close of a Pentagon press
conference on March 5. Rumsfeld and Franks gave reporters
an operational update and fielded questions on the possible

conflictin Iraq.
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MARTY MARKS
WIFE,
MAJ.GEN.JAMESA."“SPIDER” MARKS
POST COMMANDING GENERAL

Do you haveyour Spouse Readiness Packet
prepared and ble?Doyour childrenknow
what to do in case of an emergency if you are
sick or injured? Isyour power of attorney for
medical care and temporary guardianship for
your children ready and easily accessed should
someone else haveto care for them? Are you
registered with the Child Devel opment Center
in case an emergency arisesand you need un-
expected child care? Do you have your emer-
gency phonenumberscard containing the num-
bersof theMilitary Police, Family Assistance
Center, Red Cross, etc., withyou at all times?

All these questions are not meant to over-
whelm; they are questions that should be an-
swered witharesounding “ Yes!”

Planning ahead can help you avoid unfore-
seen problemsin thefuturewhileyour spouseis
deployed. Inthelast few months, we have seen
several examples of Fort Huachuca families
wherethesngle parent, dueto deployment, has
becomeeither too sick to carefor hisor her chil-
drenor hasbeeninjured and isunableto carefor
them. Each of usmust haveaplaninwriting that
statesclearly what theaction planisfor our chil-
dren should we becomeincapacitated. Your rear
detachment commander should haveacopy of
your parent care plan for the duration of your
pouse sdeployment.

Pam Allen at Family Services, Army Com-
munity Services, 533-5919, isworking with our
chaplains socia services, family advocacy, medi-
ca personnel, and the Child and Youth Services
directorate to formalize the Spouse Readiness
Packet. This packet isto be completed by you,
the stay behind spouse and parent to ensureyou
are ready for any unforeseen emergencies in-
cudingthoserequiringyour childrento havetem-
porary care. Beproactiveand put your own readi-
ness packet together now.

The Judge Advocate Genera will assist you
in preparing powersof atorney for medica care,
temporary guardianship andfinancia matters.

Oneof our very red scenariosinvolvedamom,
functioning asasingleparent, whowasinjuredin
acar accidentin Tucson. Asaresult of theacci-
dent, shewastakentothehospitd inTucsonwhile
her childrenwerein school on Ft. Huachuca She
had no plan prepared in case of such an emer-
gency. No designated emergency caregiver had
been named, no money set asideshould shehave
tobuy aplaneticket for afamily member toflyin

andhep, no phonenumberswith her thet would
facilitate someonecaling therear detachment
or anemergency child careprovider.
Don'tlet thishappento your family, pre-
pare for any unforeseen emergencies that
would affect you family. Makesureyour chil-
dren and your neighbors/friendsarewell in-
formed about what would happeninan emer-
gency such asthe one described. If we plan
ahead, we can prepare in a matter-of-fact
manner, without alarming our children, our fam-
ily and our friends. Remember, thekey word
with Army familiesis“readiness’. Areyou
ready for any situation?Your Family Readi-
nessGroup and our Family Servicesprogram
at ACSisready toassist youinany way they
can to prepare for the unforeseen. Look for
informationfromtheminthenear futureabout
building your Spouse Readiness Packet.

In the meantime, keep these phone
number’shandy:

Family Assistance Center 24 hour,

after-hoursemergency number answered

by ACS.(520) 678-9697

Staff Duty oncal, 24 hours:

11" Signa Brigade: 533-2160/1339/8599

111" Military Intelligence Brigade:

5336838

Nurses Hotline: 1(888) 874-4111

Red Crossfor funding emergency travel:

1(877)272-7337

Some upcoming events planned with our
familiesof deployed soldiersinmind are:

CrabNight at the Thunderbird DFAC on
March 19 from 5-7 p.m., $3.25 per person,
opentoeveryone.

Messagesfor deployed soldierswill bevid-
eotaped at Youth Serviceson April 19 from
1-5p.m. AAFESwill providethetapes; you
providethemailing! GroupssuchasFRG's
canreserveahdf hour timedotsfor taping.
Richard Brown at Youth Servicesisthepoint
of contact. He can bereached at 533-3027.

“Spring Youth Fest” iscoming upon April
26 from 10 am.- 3p.m. at Geronimo Field,
next to Youth Services—fun for the whole
family. FRG’'s and Parent Teacher
Organization’s are welcome to operate
fundraising booths.

Marty Johnstonisyour point of contact.
She can bereached at 533- 8437.

Remember to send any questions, com-
ments or inspirations to: commanders-
hotline@hua.army.mil, subject: Yellow Rib-
bon Corner.

Until next time, keep smiling, and hangin
there.

Scout on the Street
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CHAPLAIN (MAJ.) DENNISR.NITSCHKE
DEPUTY COMMAND CHAPLAIN, NETCOM

Friendsand neighbors, sometimesyou receive
a“gem” inal thee-mail traffic. | thought I’ d share
oneof my favoriteswith you thisweek:

r The Mule in a Well
A parableistold of afarmer who owned an old mule.

1 Themulefell intothefarmer’swell. The farmer heard the

mule”braying,” or whatever mulesdowhenthey fal intowells.

After carefully assessing the situation, the farmer sympathized

with themule, but decided that neither the mule nor the well wasworth the trouble of saving.

Instead he called hisneighborstogether and told them what had happened...and enlisted them to
help haul dirt to bury the old mulein thewell and put him out of hismisery.

Initiadly, theold mulewashysterical. But asthefarmer and hisneighbors continued shoveling
and the dirt hit hisback...athought struck him. It suddenly dawned on him that every timea
shovel load of dirt landed on hisback. He should shakeit off and step up. Thishedid blow after
blow. “ Shakeit off and step up...shakeit off and step up, shakeit off and step up.” herepeated
to encourage himself. No matter how painful the blows, or distressing the situation seemed the
old mulefought “panic” and just kept right on shkaing it off and stepping up.

It was not long before the old mule, battered and exhausted, stepped triumphantly over the
wall of that well. What seemed like it would bury him, actually blessed him...all because of the
manner in which hehandled hisadversity. That'slife. If weface our problems, respond to them
positively, and refuseto giveinto panic, bitterness or self-pity. The adversitiesthat comeaong
to bury ususually have within them the potential to benefit and blessus.

So, my friends, don’'t let alittle (or alot) of dirt get you down because within your reachis
freedom from your problems. Keep calm, ask for help and moveonwithyour life. Liketheold
muleinthe story, whatever istrying to“bury” you, shakeit off - and step up.

You can contact Chaplain (Maj.) Dennis R. Nitschke by emailing

Dennis.Nitschke@netcom.army.mil.

Women's History Month Commentary

Thewomen of America shaped our past

BY NELL DRUMHELLER
SCOUT STAFF

Let'sfaceit, we are al different. We all
have our strengths and weaknesses, your joys
may seem insignificant to your neighbor, and
my delight in spending theafternooninajump-
ing castlewith my granddaughter might bepure
torture for someone else. Because of these
differences, because we are from different
cultures, religions, nations, and backgrounds
Americaisdiverseand great. Inappreciation
of these differencesour leadersinlocal, state
andfederal positionshave enacted days, weeks
and monthsto recognize our uniqueness.

MarchisNationd Women'sHistory Month.
Americanwomen throughout history have con-
tributed to the growth and strength of our na-
tion, but have not always been recognized for
their contributions.

When | was in high school in the 70’s
women'’shistory wasnot apart of the curricu-
lum, or even a topic of conversation. We
learned of the accomplishmentsof our forefa-
thers regularly, but almost nothing of our
foremothers.

| wasraised in the Northwest, so the saga

of Lewisand Clark wasabig part of our his-
tory. Sacajaweawasdiscussed for her coura-
geous part of the success of Americadiscov-
ering and mapping the westward passage. |
knew who AmeliaEarhart was, but didn’tlearn
any detailsof her lifeand of coursetherewas
Betsy Ross. That'saboutit. When | ook back
onthosedays| realize how docile and accept-
ing | was of my teachersasthey taught methe
maleversion of our history.

Now, nearly 30 yearslater | am asponge,
soakinginthebitsand piecesof datal canfind
on the women who settled, led and shaped
America

According to information | found on the
National Women’sHistory Project Website, |
wasn’'t alone in my frustration and lack of
knowledge when it cameto women’shistory.

Toaddressthissituation, the Education Task
forceof the SonomaCounty (Caifornia) Com-
mission on the Status of Women initiated a
“Women'sHistory Week” celebrationfor 1978.
March 8th, International Women’s Day, was
selected as the focal point to ensure that the
eventsand celebrationwould includea

See WOMEN, Page 5

How does nutrition fit into your health plan?
| | i/

d
Photos by Nell Drumheller

It's something |
don’t have to think
about because
nutrition has always
been a part of my
life.

Family member

| have to watch my We've scaled back
fat intake because |
suffer from high
cholesterol.

a lot of our junk
food. We have kids
and we ensure we

have a balanced
everytime we eat.

Paul Dunn,

Maj. Mitch Brooks,
U.S. Air Force 79" Rescue
Squadron

Sgt. Adrian Allen,
Headquarters and
Headquarters Company
40" Signal Battalion

| have to watch
what | eat. | count
the calories and
see how many | use
and try to balance
them.

Master Sgt. Matthew
Pederson,

355" Wing Safety,

Davis Monthan Air Force
Base

Drill Sergeant,
Company A, 309" Military
Intelligence Battalion

Being a drill sergeant
| have learned the
importance of
nutrition for myself
and my students. It
IS important for
everyday life as well
as the physical
fitness test.

Sgt. 1st Class Vincent S.

Being fit is a big part
of being in the
military. Nutrition is
important to stay in
shape and pass the
physical fithess test.
Also, I'm pregnant
and know how
important proper
nutrition is for
myself and child.

Pvt. Nikki Brinkman,
11" Signal Brigade

Shepherd,
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BY NELL DRUMHELLER
SCOUT STAFF

“Now that I’ ve had to go through the drill
of trying to find thefamilies,” Mike Barber,
casualty officer at Fort Huachucasaid of mak-
ing contact with adeceased soldier’s next of
kin, “I know how important proper informa-
tionis”

A military retireeand now acivilian work-
ing for the Army, Barber can speak with au-
thority onwhat it’sliketo bein uniform and
haveto completethemyriad of formsrequired
by the Department of Defense.

“When | was in the Army | didn’t pay
atentiontoit,” hesaid, speaking about the next
of kininformation on hisDD Form 93.

Now, however, heisadamant about how
important correct information on the Record
of Emergency Dataformis.

That document, along with the
Servicemember’sGroup Lifelnsuranceform,
the SGLV-8286, are the two most important
papersinasoldier’sfile, according to Barber.

A soldier completesboth formswhen they
enter the Army, reviewsthem at each change
of station and isexpected to update them when
thereisachangein beneficiaries or next of
kin.

“If asoldier dies, wewill notify their pri-
mary next of kinwithin four hours,” Barber
said. An Army member, inuniform, notifies
thefamily member in person. But thatisonly
possibleif the DD Form 93 is complete and
current.

“Having the paperwork doneright letsus
help the family members,” he added. If the
primary next of kin, spouse, child, or parentis
unreachabl e, then the next step isto contact
the secondary next of kin, which could besib-

nseasegrief, ensureentitlements

2 S

File photo

Family members who lose a spouse need to be familiar with current next-of-kin information
and forms required by the Department of Defense.

lings, or adoptive parents.

Having paper work properly completed not
only allowsthe casualty officer to providethe
deceased |oved oneswith prompt notification,
but isalso necessary for the lump sum gratu-
itous payment beneficiaries of amember on
activeduty receive.

According to Barber, the death gratuity, a
one-time payment of $6,000, isgivenonly toa
next of kin. I1twill not be paidto anon-relative,
such as a boy or girl friend. However, the
Servicemember’sGroup Lifelnsurancewill be
paid towhoever islisted asthe beneficiary.

“We vehad agtuationwhereasoldier put his

‘Smart card’ to be new standard ID

SCOUT REPORTS

Fort Huachucais streamlining along with
therest of the uniformed servicesto becomea
better, moreefficient force.

Soon the Identification Card Section will
beginissuing Common Access Cards, thenew
standard 1D card, to all active duty personnel
ineach military department, selected reserve,
Department of Defensecivilian employees, and
eligiblecontractors.

The CAC, known asthe* smart card,” will
replace the current 1D card and will havethe
samefunctions, givethe samevalue and pro-
videthe same benefits.

The CAC will beissued to Fort Huachuca
populace through rotating unit scheduling.

Pam Singer, director, Military Personnel
Services, will rel ease unit appointment times
toward the beginning of theyear to helpissu-
ancemovealong smoothly.

“We rebeing flexible. Originaly we heard
it takes 15 minutes per card, but there have
been somehorror storiesthat it cantakeupto
30 minutes per card,” Singer said. “We' rego-
ing to beginwith 20-minute scheduling per card.
If things seem to be going well, we might push
up the scheduling. We' Il just haveto play it by

Singer stressesthat appointment timesare
crucia ingettingthe CAC out to everyone. She
asksthat appointments be kept ontime.

For the appointment, existing military and
civilian employeesneed to bring apicturelD,
work e-mail address, and afour-digit personal
identification number, said Singer. New employ-
eesand eligible contractors should also bring
an additional picture|D and acompleted and
signed DD Form 1172-2.

The CAC containsanintegrated circuit chip,
bar codes, and amagnetic stripe. Also, thesig-
nature block was eliminated from the card.

Thecard will containinformation on blood
type, demographic data, duty status, rank, date
of birth, medical benefits, and organ donor sta-
tus, just to name afew. Personnel and medical
recordswill not be carried onthe CAC.

Inthefuturethe CAC will also be used for
physical access to buildings and controlled
spaces, and accessto computer networksand
systems. Additional component-specific uses
may be added aswell.

Thecurrent ID cards, DD Forms 1173, will
bevalid until they areeither phased out or ex-
pire. Family memberswill not be issued the
CACat any time.

For moreinformation call theID Card Sec-
tion at 533-3267.

girlfriend on hisinsurance, and then yearslater
married someonee sebut did not think to update
thebeneficiary onthepolicy,” Barber said.

When the soldier died, theinsurance money
went to hisex-girlfriend instead of hiswidow
and children.

Within 24 hoursof notification of degeth, the
casualty officer isrequired to contact the de-
ceased next of kin and make arrangementsto
sit down with them and explain their benefits
and options.

Thedesath of aloved oneisadifficult time;
according to Barber having your recordsin or-
der can easethegrief considerably.

Active Duty

Doe,

Jane, Q.
- Pay Drade  Riea
T E4 SPC
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Geneva Conventions ldentification Card

(Editor’s note - Article reprinted from
Nov. 14, 2002 edition of the Fort Huachuca
Scout and written by Sgt. Jessica Inigo. Not
all soldiers have the CAC, but the card isa
valid identification for those personnel who
possess it. Read the Scout as more informa-
tion on CAC issue scheduling is released.)

Tax rdief for homesaes

LEGAL ASS STANCE OFFICERELEASE

For many soldiers, buying ahomeisamo-
mentous event. Nevertheless, with soldiers
often moving from one placeto another dueto
changesin duty stations, the saleof ahomeis
acommon occurrence.

Under certain circumstances, you can ex-
clude the gain of the sale of this home from
your federal income tax return. These rules
apply retroactively to home salesoccurring on
or after May 7, 1997, creating the potential for
sgnificant tax savingsnot only for thistax yesr,
but for past yearsaswell.

For sales on or after May 7, 1997, atax-
payer need not report thegain of such saleif it
isunder $250,000 (or $500,000if marriedfiling
jointly) and the homewasthetaxpayer’sprin-
cipal residence.

Thegeneral rulefor determining whether
thehousein questionisaprincipal residenceis
whether you have both owned and occupied
the housefor at |east two yearswithin afive-
year timeperiod beforeselling.

The periods of ownership and occupancy
normally are concurrent, but they are separate
requirementsand do not haveto overlap.

Thetwo-year occupancy need not be con-
tinuous, but the amount of time in the house
must add up to two yearswithin thefive-year
period. Short temporary absences, suchasva-
cation, TDY, or deployments, do not count
against your period of occupancy.

Generally, thisexclusion can only beused
once every two years, due to the two-year
ownership and occupancy requirements.

However, if you do not meet thoserequire-
ments, you may still be ableto excludeapor-
tion of the gain on the sale of your home.

If you areforcedto sell your homeduetoa
changein place of employment, suchasaPCS,
health reasons or unforeseen circumstances
before thetwo-year ownership and occupancy
testissatisfied, your excludablegainisprorated.

For example, if you owned and occupied
your homefor 18 months, then sold it duetoa
PCS, you would be ableto excludeyour gain
up to 75 percent of the maximum excludable
amoun.

If you have any questionsasto whether or
not you qualify for thisexclusion, call the Fort
Huachuca Tax Center at 533-1314.

The Tax Center is available Monday to
Friday from 8:30 am. to 4 p.m. The Tax
Center canfiletaxeselectronically and answer
tax questionsfor dl eigibleactiveduty soldiers,
dependentsand retirees.

To avoid any complication with electronic
returnsthelast day toe-fileisApril 7, although
the Tax Center will be open to do hard copy
filinguntil April 15. TheTax Center islocated
in De Rosy Cabell Hall, Building 22324 on
Christy Avenue.

Electronic Proving Ground recognizes top engineer's of the year for ‘02

Douglas, Kipple honored during
National Engineers week last month

BY TYWANNA SPARK S
ELECTRONIC PROVING GROUND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Everyday across Americamillionsof workerspunchin at
thetimeclock to performthelir jobs at theworkplace. Some do
their jobsin anonymity not seeking reward or recognition, but
for two U.S. Army Electronic Proving Ground employees, praise
hascometheir way.

Johnny Douglas,
chief, Blacktail Facility,
and AllisonKipple, elec-
tromagnetic engineer,
were awarded the Insti-
tute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers,
Fort Huachuca Section 6,
Engineer of the Year
Award Feb. 20 during
National Engineers
Week.

Douglas, never imag-
ined receiving an award
for thework he doeson
adaily basisandKipple,
never thought shewould
receive recognition after
being with the organiza-
tion for only ayear, but
their branch chief, Rob-
ert Weeks Radio Fre-
quency Test and Mea-

Allison Kipple, electromagnetic
engineer, has only been with
Electronic Proving Ground for one
year, but has already made an
impact on the organization.

surement Branch, thought they wereworthy of thel EEE award.

The purpose of the |[EEE isto promote excellence and pro-
fessonalismin Electrical, Electronicsand Computer Engineer-
ing and to share advances and innovationswith each other and
with theworld, explained Charles Rutherford, chairman, |IEEE
Fort Huachuca Section 6.

“We ask for nominations and we go to supervisors of vari-
ousorganizationson post or intown,” hesaid. “Wewerelook-
ing for an engineer that has done outstanding work this past
year.”

When Weekswas faced with the task of making nomina-
tionsfor the award, it was an easy decision to make, he ex-
plained.

“It'sawaysimportant to berecognized and it’salso impor-
tant to recognize everyonefor thethingsthat they do. Whenan
opportunity likethiscomesup, you haveto takethe peoplewho
jumped out at you themost over thelast year. Allison and Johnny
fit that description,” hesaid.

Although they were nominated for very different reasons,
they both made agreat impact on the organization, Weeksex-
plained.

“Johnny Douglasisdoing thejob of about threepeople,” he
said. “He'sbeen running thetest facility at Blacktail Canyon
whichispretty closeto afull timejob. He'sbeen acting asa
project officer because he lacks government staff there, and
most notably, he' SEPG’slead on amajor project, issued by the
Army Test and Evaluation commandey.

“He'sgoneway above and beyond and he'sput inlotsand
lotsof extrahours, weekendsand TDY.”

Weeks mentioned there are several employeesthat putin
extra hours at EPG, but Douglas has done it for an entire
year.

WhileDouglasdid thework of threeindividuas, Kipplehas
hit the ground running since her arrival to the organization.

“She'sbeen with usalittle over ayear. She'sapart time

employee and she'sfin-
ishing her Ph.D. in elec-
tromagnetic engineering
at the University of Ari-
zona,” Weekssaid. “ She
is here three days a
week and hastaken over
ajob asatest officer; a
job that takes several
years to train other
peopleto do.

“She’s a high per-
former, ago-getter and of
course, technicaly su-
perb.”

Kipplehasalso con-
ducted studiesfor EPG
and has done work on
modeling and applica-
tions packages which
have more than accom-
plished the mission at
EPG, and according to
Weeks, “She has ex-
panded our capabili-
ties.”

Both Douglasand Kipplewere surprised they were named
Engineer of the Year, but were a so both humbled by the expe-
rience.

“Well | was surprised because withwhat | do, I’ m not out
totry and get any awards, I’ mjust trying to get thejob done,”
Douglassaid.

“I’ve only been here one year but it was nice of them to
think of me. | enjoy working here, it'sagreat placeto work,”
Kipplesad.

Photos by Tywanna Sparks

Johnny Douglas, chief, Blacktail
Facility, was surprised for getting
an award for what he described
as simply coming to work every
day.



National Save Your Vison Month

Eyeexamshepcurb
blindnessfrom diabetes

SPECIAL TOTHE SCOUT

Thousands of peoplewill losetheir sight from diabetic eye
diseasethisyear. A simpleeyeexamination could reducethat
number by half, accordingto Capt. ChrisRockwell, chief of f
optometry, Raymond W. BlissArmy Health Center.

Diabetic eyediseaseisagroup of eyedisordersthat afflicts
peoplewith diabetes. Theseeyediseasesare: diabeticretin-
opathy, which occurswhen thetiny blood vessel sthat nourish
the retinaweaken, break down or become blocked; cataract,
the clouding of theeye'snaturd lens; and glaucoma, which de-
velopswhen afluid buildup within the eye damagesthe optic
nerve.

“According to Prevent Blindess America, approximately
14 million peopleinthe U.S. have diabetes,” Rockwell said.
“Unfortunately, many of themwill develop oneor moreof these
eyedisorders.”

Raymond W Bliss Army Health Center isurging people
with diabetesto visit their eye doctor for acomprehensive eye
exam that includesdilating the pupil.

This procedure enablesthe eye doctor to check the back of
the eyefor damage caused by eye disease. Accordingto PBA
nearly half of all blindness can be prevented.

“Diabetic eyedisease offersno symptomsduring the early
stages,” Rockwell said. “By thetime peoplenotice changesin
their eyesight, asignificant portion of vision may have already
been lost permanently.”

Aspart of Diabetic Eye Disease Month,PBA isoffering
freeinformation about diabetic eye disease. Peoplecan obtain
thematerialsby calling PBA at 1-800-331-2020.

U.S. Army photo

‘The eyes are more than the window to the soul,
they’ re also the window to good health’

Eye disease facing baby boomers |looms closer

SPECIAL TOTHE SCOUT

As the turn of the century approaches, 76 million baby
boomers born between 1946 to 1961 face the prospect of age-
related macular degeneration, apotentially blinding eyedis-
ease affecting many older Americans.

Already, morethan 13 million Americans, age40 and older
show signs of the disease, according to Prevent Blindness
America. Whilesignsof AMD begin to appear anong some
individual sage 40 and ol der, the disease most often strikesthose
over 60.

AMD isan eye disease that attacksasmall but very im-
portant part of the eye called the macula, whichisresponsible
for themost sengitive central part of vision. Peopleaffected by
the disease often have trouble with many daily tasks such as
reading and driving.

There are two forms of AMD that affect older Ameri-
cans. In“dry” AMD, thetissuesin the maculabreak down or
become thin. Whilethereis currently no effective treatment
for thiscommon form of AMD, visionlosstendsto be moder-
ateand slow.

In“wet” AMD, the more severe form of the disease,
tiny blood vessal sbeginto grow and proliferate under themacula
Theseweak vessels often break and leak blood and fluid into
the surrounding tissue, damaging vision. In approximately 20
percent of the cases diagnosed early, |aser treatment can pre-
vent further lossof visionfrom ‘wet” AMD.

Research centers acrossthe country are experimenting
with additional different methodsto stop the growth of these
blood vessel's, such asdelicate surgery to removethe new blood
vesselsor drugsto prevent their growth.

Very preliminary research suggeststhat adiet richin anti-
oxidants found in dark green, leafy vegetables may lower a
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Army Dr. (Lt. Col.) Kraig S. Bower examines Sgt. 1st Class
Carla Stewart’s eyes during a follow-up visit after laser
surgery. “It’s outstanding,” Stewart said after having LASIK.

person’srisk of developing “wet” AMD.

“It may be many yearsbefore such measurescan be proven
effectivein preventing AMD,” said Capt. ChrisRockwell, chief
of optomety, Raymond W. BlissArmy Health Center. “Inthe
meantime, people with AMD can also be helped to use their
remaining vision more effectively with the use of low-vision
aildsand effectivetraining. It'salsoimportant for older Ameri-
cansto learn all they can about eye disorders affecting their
agegroup.”

During the February observance of AMD Awareness
Month, people can obtain freeinformation about thiseyedis-
ease and how tolivewith AMD by calling PBA at 1-800-331-
2020.

Safety tipsto protect children from eyeinjury

Sportseye safety a must
for adults, children

SPECIAL TOTHE SCOUT

According to Prevent Blindness America, morethan
40,000 eyeinjuriesoccur annually in sportsand recreational
activities. Morethan half of theseinjuriesareto children,
yet only ahandful of sportsorganizationsmandate the use
of eyeand face protection for young athletes.

“Children are ofteninjuredin sports because they are
not as fast, as accurate, or as experienced as their adult
counterparts,” said Capt. ChrisRockwell, chief of optom-
etry, Raymond W. Bliss Army Health Center. “When
youngstersare under pressureto react quickly, they may
throw wild, dodge the wrong way, or kick in thewrong
direction.”

Sportseyeinjuriesmay includebruisesaround theeyes,
shattered facial bones, retinal detachment, and even per-
manent vison|loss.

Not surprisingly, basketbal | isnow theleading cause of
sportseyeinjuriesfor both children and adults. Baseball
follows at a close second. Swimming pool sports are
ranked third.

“Within the next decade, the number of sportseyeinju-
ries could increase because more Americans are moving
toward amoreactivelifestyle,” Rockwell. said. “Andas
Americans become more active, sportseyeinjurieswill
continueto climbif peopledo not take the necessary steps
to protect themselves.”

Raymond W Bliss Army Health Center advises par-
entsand coachesto encouragetheir children’scoachesto
require eye and face protection by their youngsters.

Cigarette, cigars can cause serious damage

SPECIAL TOTHE SCOUT

Each year, nearly 250,000 Americans
aretreated in hospital emergency roomsfor
product-related eyeinjuries. Of these, nearly
60 percent occur in or around thehome. In
fact, household products cause morethan
32,000 seriouseyeinjurieseach year.

Adultswho wear eye protection rein-
forcethelessonsthey teach their children.
Prevent Blindness Americaoffersthefol-
lowing home safety tipsto keep children safe
and prevent accidentsfrom occurring.

Bathroom and kitchen

* Teach children not to run around with
forksor knives.

* Place detergents and other cleaning
suppliesbehind locked doorsor away from
children'sreach.

» Set agood example by wearing eye
protection when cleaning the oven or using
cleaning solutionsthat are ammoniabased.

* Encourage children not to run around
withtheir toothbrushes.

Bedroom

» Make sure clothes hangers stay in
thecloset.

 Don'tdlow childrento play with small
or pointy toysin bed.

* Young children should not be allowed

to play with hairspray, brushes, and combs.

Play area

* Teach childrento put toysaway after
playtime.

» Keeptoysintended for older children
away from younger ones.

* Remind children not to throw toysor
objectsat each other.

* Repair or throw away toyswith bro-
ken parts.

Yard and garden

» Keep children away from the area
when using lawn equipment, such aslawn
mowers, or weed and hedge trimmers.

* Inspect thelawn for rocks, sticks, or
other debrisbeforemowing.

* Always wear safety eyewear when
using lawn equipment, fertilizers, and pesti-
Cides.

Workshop

* Placenalls, glue, screwdrivers, or other
toolsaway from achild'sreach.

» Keep young children away from the
areawhere power tools are being used.

 Set agood example by alwayswear-
ing eye protection when working around
equipment.

* Encourage otherswho enter thework-
shop to wear eye protection.

to children’seyesthrough unsafe childplay

SPECIAL TOTHE SCOUT

Here'sawarning smokers might not know
about. Smoking products, such ascigarettesor
cigars, can cause seriousdamageto children's
eyes, according to Capt. ChrisRockwell, cheif
of optometry, Raymond W. BlissArmy Health
Center.

These productsrank asthe second leading
cause of injury to children under five years of
age and affect more than 3,000 youngsters
annualy.

Eyeinjuries associated with cigarettes or
other smoking products occur because of
children’snatural curiosity.

Youngsters often grab ashtrays placed
abovetheir eyelevel. In many instances, the
smoking materials in these ashtrays are still
burning.

According to Prevent Blindness America,
most accidentsthat occur among young chil -
dren are associated with common products
found in the home, such as clothes hangers,
toys, and cleaning solutions.

“The home can be aminefield for many
young children,” Rockwell said. “Potential
hazards can lurk where people least expect
them. That’swhy it’sso important for parents
to child proof their house.”

Eyeinjuriesfor children agefiveand older
have a so been linked with school supplies, out-

door activities, and guns.

“Older childrentend to be moreactive and
more‘inventive,” Rockwell said. “They find
many more usesfor pensand pencilsthan writ-
ing.”

According to Prevent Blindness America,
morethan 83,000 eyeinjuriesstrike children
eachyear. Approximately 90 percent could be
prevented through safety practicesand use of
proper eye protection.

PBA recommends that parents child
proof their home by going through each area
of thehouse at youngster'seyelevel.

“They’ Il find thedanger zonesmoreeasily
thisway,” Rockwell said. Older kidscan be
taught and encouraged to follow simple eye
safety rules. Safety rules that children help
creste have agreater chance of being followed.

“Eye safety begins with the grownups,”
Rockwell added. “Parents, teachers, and other
adults need to teach our young that when it
comes to their eyesight, they need to play it
safe.”

During the September observance of
Children’'sEyeHealth and Safety Month, Pre-
vent Blindness Americaisdistributing afree
eye safety checklist that parents can use at
home.

People can obtain the eye safety checklist
by calling Prevent BlindnessAmericaat 1-800-
331-2020.
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America’shisory: women who helped build our nation

COMPILEDBY NELL DRUMHELLER
SCOUT STAFF

MarchisNationa Women'sHistory month.
I n respect to the contributions made by women
in Americathe follow experts offer a small
sampling of themany womenwho have shaped
our past and our future.

Thebirth of anation

Nancy Morgan Hart _
_Asbefitsalegend, Nancy Morgan Hart is
said to be related to pioneer Daniel Boone,

Revolutionary War Generd Danidl Morgan, and
by marriageto SenatorsHenry Clay and Tho-
mas Hart Benton. Asalso befitsalegend, her
physical appearance was both dramatic and
Imposing: red hair, freckles, six feet tall, cross-
eyed, and scars of small pox evident on her
face. Nephew Thomas Hart Benton described
her as muscular and erect at sixty. Shewasa
hard swearer and a sharpshooter who could
handle arifleaswell asany man. Hart wasa
loyal patriot who often disguised herself asa
man to spy on the British. Oneday, six British
soldierspaid avisit to her home. They insisted
that she cook them ameal. Noticing that the
men had set their gunstotheside, shediscreetly
removed them from the room, one by one.
When theBritish soldiersrealized what Nancy
had donethey jumped to their feet. Sheraised
agunto her shoulder and warned themto stand

back. When one of the soldierscharged at her,
Nancy shot and killed him. Nancy’s husband
and neighborsquickly arrived and hung theother
men. The neighboring Cherokees called her
“Wahatchee” or War Woman, and named a
creek after her.

Lydia Darragh

When the British occupied Philadel phiaon
September 26, 1777, Lydia Darragh was a
housewifeliving on Second Street. Shortly af-
ter the British arrived, Mgor John Andre
knocked on Darragh’sdoor and ordered her to
move out of the house so that British officers
could useit. However, shewasallowed to stay
in her home as she had two small childrenre-
quiring care and no place to go. She had to
keep aroom availablefor British officersto
hold meetings.

Soitwas, onthenight of December 2 that
her house served as a conference center for
top British officers. The officerslistened at-
tentively as Howe fine-tuned his plansfor a
maor offensiveagainst Whitemarsh onthe4th.
Generad Howe, acting oninformationfromhis
spies, heard that the Americanswere moving
to anew camp. Hewanted to catch the Ameri-
cansout inthe open.

Alsolistening attentively was Darragh, ina
linen closet abutting the meeting room. Among
thoseat Whitemarshwas Darragh’soldest son,
Charles, who was serving with the 2nd Penn-
sylvaniaregiment. Asthe meeting was break-
ing up, Darragh sneaked back to bed and
feigned deep.

Darragh had two daysto warn the Ameri-
cans. She concocted aruse. She went to Brit-
ish headquarters and requested a pass to go
and get flour at amill in Frankford. The re-
quest itself was not that unusual, as the poor
werefrequently given passesto purchasegoods
in the countryside. Darragh set out early on
themorning of the 3rd carrying an empty flour
sack. She walked several miles through the
snow before heading toward the Rising Sun
Tavern, which was north of the city. Shortly
before shereached thetavern sheraninto Tho-
mas Craig, amember of the Pennsylvaniami-
litiaand acquaintance of her son Charles. She

on her newsof theBritishplansto Craig,
who promised he would take it to General

Washington himsdif.

It wasobviousto theBritish that the Ameri-
cans had been well prepared for their attack
and further knew when they were coming.
Somebody had leaked word and the British
werelooking for the source. Several suspects
werequestioned including Darragh.

On December 9th, Andre, the spymaster
who would recruit Benedict Arnold to the Brit-
ishsde, knocked on Darragh’ sdoor oncemore.
He asked Darragh if anyone had been up on
the night of the 2nd. She told Andre that ev-
eryone had been asleep early. Andre believed
her. Heleft saying, “Onething is certain the
enemy had notice of our coming, were pre-
pared for us, and we marched back like apar-
cel of fools. Thewallsmust have ears.”

Deborah Samson

Schoolmarm Deborah
Samson was never men-
tioned among the beauties of
her day; but Private Robert
Shurtliff wasalwaysrecalled
inglowingtermsasbeing one
of the toughest, strongest,
and most patriotic soldiersin
the Massachusetts Fourth
Regiment at the 1782 and
1783 campfiresand taprooms of what is now
known as West Point, New York. Shurtliff’s
physical endurancewas|egendary.

What no one suspected for quite awhile
was that Deborah and Robert were one and
the same person.

When Deborah wasnot quite six her father
died, her mother could not providefor her chil-
dren and it became necessary for her to“ bound
out” some of them. Deborah wastaken to the
daughterlesshome of aMiddleborough farmer,
Deacon Jeremiah Thomas, the proud father of
no lessthan ten sons.

There Deborah spent about ten years, grow-
ing to beamost fivefoot eight inchestall, al-
most afoot taller than the average woman of
her day, and taller than the average man. Hours
of strenuousfarm work broadened her shoul-
dersand hardened her muscles. Being anin-
telligent, spirited person she obtained an edu-
cation by having the Thomasboysreview their

studies with her each evening after they re-
turned from school.

When Deborah waseighteen, shegot ajob
as aschoolteacher and supplemented her in-
comeby spinning and weaving & varioushomes
and at Sproats Tavern, a%a;trtlenn lace for
the menwho discussed thebattles of the Revo-
lutionary Wer.

Patriotism and thelove of adventurefinaly
got the best of the tall schoolmarm, and on
Monday, May 20, 1782, a%oung manidentified
asRobert Shurtliff stated hewanted tojointhe
army for the balance of thewar. Hissignature
was bold, legible and still exists in
Massachusetts' srecords.

Although thelast mgjor battle of the Revo-
lution had been fought the previous October
when Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown,
determined Torieswho refusedto giveupwere
still savagely fighting desperate guerillawar-
farein somearess.

One of the Tory units was a feared and
specially trained band led by Colonel James
Del_ancy, and several merciless hand-to-hand
strugglestook place. In thesewild skirmishes
Shurtliff demonstrated his courage, strength,
loyalty and fighting skill over and over again.
Shurtliff suffered a forehead wound from a
saber slash and then was felled by a musket
ball inthe upper [eft front thigh. At afield hos-
BI tal aFrench doctor bound up the head wound,

ut was not advised of thethigh injury. When
the doctor began to attend another wounded
soldier, Deborah limped out of the hospital, and
later, withiron nerve, using her knife, managed
to extract the musket ball in her thigh.

Eventually it was discovered that Robert
Shurtliff wasin reality awoman, and because
of ‘his heroic services, an HonorableDischarge
was awarded to Robert Shurtliff on October
23,1783,

Deborahjourneyed to the Stoughton home
of her aunt, Alice Waters, the wife of farmer
Zebulon Waterswhere shemet her future hus-
band farmer Benjamin Gannett.

OnJenuary 19, 1792, thelegid aturegranted
Deborah thirty-four poundswithinterest from
October 23, 1783, thedocument bearing awel |-
known signature, John Hancock, who wasthe
Governor atthetime. _

Editor’s note: The history of women in
America will continue next week.

WOMEN from page 2

multicultural perspective, recognizethecon-
nection between and among all women, and
celebrate the important role of womenin the
paidlabor force.

In 1979, Molly Murphy MacGregor, then
the Director of the SonomaCounty Commis-
sion on the Status of Women, wasinvitedtoa
Women'sHistory Ingtitute at Sarah Lawrence
College to discuss the importance of using
Women'sHistory Week asafocal celebration
to recognize and celebrate women’s historic

accomplishments.

The conferencewasfor leadersof women's
and girl’ sorganizationsthroughout the country.
The participants decided unanimoudly to pro-
mote the idea of a Women'’s History Week
withintheir own organizations, school districts,
and states. They also agreed to work toward
securing an official Congressional Resolution
that would declare the week of March 8th as
“Nationa Women’sHistory Week.”

In March of 1980, President Jmmy Carter

Congratul ationsto the Smith Middle School pupilswho placed in the Computer Olympics
competition sponsored by Armed Forces Communication and Electronics Association and held
at Cochise Collegeon Friday. The Smith Middle School students had animpressive showing
earning eight Gold medals, five Silver medd s, and two Bronze medalsin the different eventsin

which they competed.

Various middleschools, with over 100 pupilsfrom across Cochise County, participated inthe
Olympics. Pupilsfrom Smith placedinthefollowing events:

Computer Keyboarding: Samantha Ottinger 1st place
Shawn O’ Keefe 2nd place
ZoeBieranowski 3rdplace
ChrigtinaEpley 6th place
Word Processing Application: Emily Mohoroski 1st place
JocdynWillis 3rdplace
Samantha Ottinger 5thplace
Advanced Word Processing App.:.  Amber Watkins 1st place
Powerpoint: SamanthaCobb 2ndplace
JessicaCreager 5th place
Spreadsheets Application: Kate Kosowiec 4th place
Desktop Publishing Application: Shawn O’ Keefe 2nd place
Myriah Clay 4th place
Amber Watkins 6th place
Home Page Design: Kate Kosowiec 1st place
Word Processing Theory: ShaunHuntley 1st place
Emily Mohoroski 2nd place
Myriah Clay 4th place
Applications Theory: Shawn O’ Keefe 1st place
Desktop Publishing Theory: Myriah Clay 1st place
Powerpoint Theory: ZoeBieranowski 2nd place
Amber Watkins 5th place
Emily Mohoroski 6th place
Internet Theory: SamanthaCobb 1st place
ChriginaEpley 6th place

issued a Presidential M essage to the Ameri-
can peopl e, encouraging the recognition and
celebration of women'’s historic accomplish-
mentsduring theweek of March 8th, Women's
History Week. By the end of 1980, then Rep-
resentative Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) and
Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) had co-sponsored
thefirst Joint Congressional Resolution that
declared the week of March 8th in 1981 as
National Women'sHistory Week.

In 1987, at the request of women’sorgani-

zations, museums, libraries, youth leaders, and
educatorsthroughout the country, the Nationa
Women's History Project successfully peti-
tioned Congressto expand thenational celebra
tionsto the entiremonth of March. A Nationa
Women's History Month Resolution was
quickly approved with strong bi partisan sup-
port in both the House and Senate.

Since1992, aPresidential Proclamation has
carried the directive for what isnow amajor
nationa andinternationa celebration.

Kudos Korner
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Curtin is Civilian of the Month

Theresa Curtin, a Child and Youth Services
classroom leader, was the Civilian of the Month
for February.

According to her supervisor, Heidi Malarchik,
Curtin is an exceptional classroom leader. “She
knows the children as unique individuals and
spends time cultivating one-on-one relationships
with each child,” she said.

Other nominees for this award were: Carol Ramage
(112th Military Intelligence Brigade), Fidencio
Salinas (Directorate of Information Managementg,
Berta Bustamante (Medical Activity Command
Sandra Perry (Directorate of Civilian Activities,
Business Operations),
(Communications Electronic Command Software
Engineering Center), Evelyn Cole (111th MI Bde.),
Paul Godlewski (304th MI Bn.), Ruben Zuniga
(Futures Development and Integration Center),
Stephen McFarland (306th Ml Bn.), and Randall
Gale (304th MI Bn.).

Curtin will have the use of a car for one month
from Lawley Chevrolet; gift certificates from Sierra
Vista merchants; a desk plaque from the Civilian
Personnel Advisory Center; an Morale, Welfare and

Elizabeth Conley

Recreation certificate for lunch or dinner from an
Fort Huachucaestablishment; awall plague from the Sierra Vista Chamber of Commerce;
and her name, as Civilian of the Month, posted at the Main Gate.
Nominate your deserving employee for Fort Huachuca Civilian of the Month. Per FH
Regulation 690-5, all permanent appropriated fund and nonappropriated fund employees
are eligible with the exception of employees officially assigned as supervisors (GS-10 and
above) and senior executive service personnel. Contact CPAC, 533-5282, for further

information.

\Volunteers named

_Sol dierswho qualified for the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal in February

are:

Sot. 1st ClassPetricia Tucker - Company A, 304th Military Intelligence Battalion
1st Lt. Deborah DeRienzo - Company A, 305th MI Bn. _
Capt. Thomas Williams - Headquarters and Headquarters Company , 86th Signal Bn.
g?t. Heath Gunter - United States Army Garrison
c¢. William Chan - Company E, 305th M1 Bn.
Pfc. Rene McRae - Company A, 305th MI Bn.
Sgt. 1st Class Toni Santoro - HHC, 111th M1 Brigade
1st Sgt. David Sargent - Company A, 309th M1 Bn.

VIPVolunteer for February isMary Owen, coordinator for the Army Community Services

Paygroup.

Pet of the Week

My name is Max. | am a black domestic long hair 1-year-old
kitty. I have already been neutered and am up to date on my
vaccines. | love kids and know how to use my litter box. |
would love to be a part of your family!! My adoption fee is

only $42.

Several other dogs and cats are available at the Fort Huachuca
Veterinary Treatment Facility from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday. For information, call 533-2767.
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Community Updates

Applications accepted for

Spouses Club activity

The Fort Huachuca Officer and Civilian
Spouses Club isaccepting applicationsfor its
spring disbursements. Applicationsmay beob-
tained by caling Ellen Grombacher at 458-1880
or Jm Coffman at 459-6262. Applicationswill
be accepted through tomorrow.

Women'’s History Month

luncheon set for March 26

TheFort HuachucaWomen'sHigtory Month
Luncheonwill beheldMarch26 11:30am.to 1
p.m. a La Hacienda. This year’s theme is:
“Women Pioneering the Future.” Command
Sergeant Mg or Maureen N. Johnson, of the
112th Military Intelligence Brigade, will bethe
guest speaker.

Ticketsare $8.25 and will not besold at the
door. For moreinformation or to purchasetick-
etscontact your unit Equal Opportunity repre-
sentative or the Military Equa Opportunity Of-
ficeat 533-1717/5305/3696.

Troy State representatives

will visit education center

Representativesof Troy State University will
beavailablefor academic counsding at the Fort
Huachuca Education Center, Building 52104 on
March 26, from9amto3p.m.

TSU offersthreegraduate businessprograms
at Davis Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson:
Master of Sciencein Management, Master of
Sciencein Human ResourcesManagement, and
Executive Master of BusinessAdministration.
Inaddition, they havegraduate and undergradu-
ate degree programsonlinethrough their Dis-
tance Learning Program.

Vigtthe TSU Website at www.tsufl.edu for
additiona information and meet with their rep-
resentatives on March 26. Call Pat Puhlman,
533-3010, for moreinformation.

German exhibit at U. of A.

celebrates relationship with U.S.

Evolution of a Friendship, an exhibition cel-
ebrating German-American solidarity, will make
itsonly Arizonagppearanceat the University of
ArizonaSouth, SierraVigta, through Wednes-
day.

The exhibition, sponsored by the Military
Higtory Research Indtitute of Potsdam, Germany,
wasdevised to express Germany’ sgratitudefor
U.S. support of German unification. It hasbeen
traveling the U.S. for morethan ayear.

AccordingtoLt. Col. Hmut Scheefer, Ger-
many Army Liaison Officer at Fort Huachuca,
“the exhibition commemoratesthecloserela-
tionsthat exist between both of our countries.
The people of Germany know how muchtheir
country owesto Americaand to the American
people.”

The exhibit documents the common past
shared by Germansand Americans, from 1507
to the present day. It will be on display in the

Learning Resource Center at the University of
ArizonaSouth, 1140 N. Colombo. Thehoursare
8am.to9p.m. Monday through Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday hourswill be10am.to4 p.m.

March child care training
scheduled for families

Fort Huachuca Family Child Careis now
accepting applicationsfor their March Training
Class. Family members, 18 yearsand older who
wouldliketo earn extramoney by taking care
of kids should attend. Class sizes are limited.
For moreinformation, call 533-2494.

Range Closures
Range closuresfor today through Wednes-
day are:

Today —AA,AC,AD,AM, AU, T1, T1A,
T2, T3

Friday —AA,AC,AD, AH, AK, AL, AR,
AU, T1,T1A, T2, T3

Saturday —AC,AD,AL,AM,AU, T1, T1A,
T2,T3

Sunday —AL,AM,AQ,AU

Monday —AH, AL,AM, AN,AR,AU, T1,
T1A, T2, T3

Tuesday —AH,AL,AN,AR,AU, T1,T1A,
T2, T3

Wednesday —AH, AL, AM, AN, AR, AU,
T1,T1A, T2, T3

For moreinformation onrangeclosurescon-
tact Range Control 533-7095.

Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner

TheLadiesAuxiliary to Veteransof Foreign
Wars Post 10342 in Huachuca City will holda
Saint Patrick’s Day dinner Monday from 5to
6:30p.m.

Dinner will include corned beef, cabbage,
potatoes, carrots, rye bread and coffee or ice
tea. All for only $5. Dessert will beavailablefor
anadditiona cogt.

For moreinformetion call StephanieMorris,
President, LadiesAuxiliary 10342 at 533-3352.

National Prayer Breakfast set

Retired Mg. Gen. John Thomas, former
commanding genera of theU.S. Army Intelli-
gence Center and Fort Huachuca, will speak at
the National Prayer Breakfast set for 6 am.
March 25, at the LaHacienda Club.

The event follows the tradition of the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast started by President
Dwight Eisenhower in1953. Theprogram gives
people an opportunity, regardiess of religious
affiliation, to cometogether inthespirit of peace.

Ticketsareavailablefor $3 fromunit chap-
lains, thelngtdlation Staff Chaplains Office, unit
first sergeantsand command sergeantsmajor.

For moreinformation about the event, call
thelngdlation Staff Chaplain Officea 533-4748.

Scholarship applications
The Fort Huachuca Education Association

is now accepting scholarship applications
from graduating seniors at Buena High
School. Those seniors who have demon-
strated academic excellence and have afi-
nancia need may apply at the BuenaHigh
School counseling office. Deadlinefor ap-
plyingisApril 4.

For further information call Jan Camps,
Scholarship Chairperson, at 459-8986.

AOC luncheon

The Cochise Chapter, Association of Old
Crowswill host itsmonthly luncheon March
20, 11:30am. - 1 p.m., inthe Geronimo Room
of the LaHacienda Club. The publicisin-
vited to attend.

Col. Kevin Peterson, Training Doctrine’s
system manager, is the guest speaker. The
topicisthe Prophet Program Update. RSV P
to Cochise Chapter website at http://
www.cochisecrows.org/,Bill Meyer 458-
7070, or Gene Frantz at 533-2331. The cost
is$8.50.

Retiree Activity Day

Fort Huachucawill host the Retiree Activity
Day March 21 from8am.-12 p.m. at theMurr
Community Center Ballroom. John Radke(Cal.,
U.S. Army ret.), of the Chief of Army Retire-
ment Services, Personnel Commandwill bethe
keynote speaker.

No reservations are necessary. For more
information, call TammaraFossat 533-5065 or
Ted Hartman at 533-5733.

Osteoporosis volunteer training

A two day training on Osteoporosisthat will
includetopicssuch ascalcium, non-dairy cal-
cium, supplements, weight bearing exercises,
screening and treatment-will bepresentedfor a
registration fee of $50, by Evelyn B. Markee,
Extension Agent, Family and Consumer Sci-
ences, The University of ArizonaCooperative
Extension.

ThetrainingisMarch 21 from 1-4:30 p.m.
and March 22 from 8:30 am.-4:00p.m. at the
Universty of ArizonaSouth Campus. Everyone
iswelcome. For moreinformation and aregis-
tration packet, call the Cooperative Extension
officeat 458-8278, extenson 2178.

[ Fort Huachuca Lent/Holy Week Services

Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service
April 20, 6 a.m.
Main Post Chapel
Keynote Speaker: Father Greg Adolf, Saint Andrews Catholic Church

Catholic- Lent

Service Day Time Location
Stations of the Cross Every Thursday 5p.m. Main Post Chapel
“Poor Man’'sMeal” Every Wednesday Noon Main Post Chapel
“Poor Man’'sMedl” Every Thursday 6p.m. Main Post Chapel
Penitential Service April 11 7p.m. Main Post Chapel
Catholic - Holy Week

Palm Sunday Mass April 13 9:30am. Main Post Chapel
Palm Sunday Mass April 13 11: 30am. Kino Chapd
Holy Thursday Mass April 17 7p.m. Main Post Chapel
Good Friday -

Stations of the Cross April 18 11:30am. Main Post Chapel
Service of the Cross April 18 3p.m. Main Post Chapel
Holy Saturday Mass April 19 7p.m. Main Post Chapel
Easter Sunday Mass April 20 9:30am. Main Post Chapel
Easter Sunday Mass April 20 11:30am. Kino Chapd
Protestant - Holy Week

Pam Sunday April 13 9:20am. Kino Chape
Pdm Sunday April 13 9:30am. Prosser Village
Palm Sunday April 13 lam. Main Post Chapel
Maundy Thursday April 7 7p.m. Kino Chapdl
Good Friday April 18 11:30am. Kino Chapd
Easter Service April 20 9:20am. Kino Chape
Easter Service April 20 9:30am. Prosser Village
Easter Service April 20 Tam. Main Post Chapel
Jewish

Shabbat Service Every Friday 7p.m. Main Post Chapel
Passover Seder April 16 6:30p.m. Main Post Chapel

Sunday Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Community Events Calendar

Toadditemstothecalendar, call the Central Community Coor dinator at 533-6870.

*SV Optimist Club meets at 13
6:30 a.m. at the Landmark
Café. Call Robert Atkinson at 459-

*National Association of Retired

Ed SciEffELIN'S TErriTorial dayS aT TombSTonE.
Hose cart racesand Fireman’sball Saturday and mining competition, pros-
pecting displaysand parade Sunday.

Spring Break March 17-21

for dl Accommodation and SierraVistaschools

Employees Chapter 1400 meets at
1la.m.at OYCC. Call 378-6605 lic.
for details.

*Huachuca Area Retired Teach-
ers Association meets at OYCC
at10a.m.

* Early Release for Fort Huachuca
Schools. Myer,-Kindergarten @
1:20 p.m. Grades 4 &5 @
1:30p.m. Johnston, grades 1 -3
@ 1:15 p.m. and Smith, Grades 6-
8@ 1:40p.m.

* All City Concert begins at 7 p.m.
atthe Buena H.S. Performing Arts
Center. Call 515-2820 for info.

271 *Rollin’ Thunder Skate Park 5 -9
p.m. for teens only. Call 533-3205
for information. Open to the pub-

*Rollerskating at Youth Services,
Bldg. 49013 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Call 533-3205 for details.

14 15

* Saint Patrick’s Day Parade.
Dress in green and join others
waving shamrocks parading
down Fry Blvd.

*Youth Services at Bldg. 49013
has open recreation from 1 - 8
p.m. Call 533-3205 for info.
*Rollin’ Thunder Skate Park is
open 1-6p.m. Call 533-3205 for
information. Open to the public.
*SV Youth Center is sponsoring
a Groovy Green game day from 1
-4 p.m. This event is free and
opentoall 11-17 years olds.

16

*The Wild Bunch atthe OK Cor-
ralin Tombstone at 2 p.m.

9647.

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day

* San Pedro Kiwanis meets at
noon in the Crystal Room of
Thunder Mountain Inn.
tact Nilda Townsend at 458-

* Thunder Mountain Bridge
Club meets at 12:30 p.m. at
Thunder Mountain Inn. Call
Dianna Smith at 432-3883.

17 18

* Rickety Rockettes meets at
OYyCCatl0a.m.

* National Association of Re-
Con- tired Employees Chapter 1400
meets at 11 a.m. atOYCC.

* Cochise Toastmasters meets
at Landmark Café from 6:30 -
8:30 p.m. Call Toni Reeves at
538-7502.

* Cochise Chordsmen
(SPERSQA) meets at SV Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m.

* Society for Creative Anachro-
nism meets at OYCC at 7 p.m.

for details.

*La Salida Del Sol Lions meet
at Thunder Mountain Inn at
6:45a.m. Call Lee at 378-1399

* SV Chess Club meets at
Peter Piper Pizza at 7 p.m.

19 20

* SV Optimist Club meets at
6:30a.m. atthe Landmark Café.
Call Robert Atkinson at 459-

* National Association of Re-
tired Employees Chapter 1400
meets at11a.m.atOYCC. Call
378-6605 for details.
*Huachuca Area Retired Teach-
ers Association meets at OYCC
atl0a.m.

* Early Release for Fort
Huachuca Schools. Myer,-Kin-
dergarten @ 1:20 p.m. Grades
4 &5 @ 1:30p.m. Johnston,
grades 1-3 @ 1:15 p.m. and
Smith, Grades 6-8 @ 1:40 p.m.

details.

* Rollin” Thunder Skate
Park 5 - 9 p.m. for teens only.
Call 533-3205 for information.
2m Open to the public.

* Rollerskating at Youth Ser-
vices, Bldg. 49013 from 6:30 -
8:30 p.m. Call 533-3205 for

21 22

*SV Parks & Leisure presents a
Spring Craft Bazaar from 9 a.m.
-3 p.m. atthe Ethel Berger Cen-
ter. Call 417-6980 for details.
*Youth Services at Bldg. 49013
has open recreation from 1 - 8
p.m. Call 533-3205 for info.
*Rollin’ Thunder Skate Park is
open1-6p.m. Call 533-3205
forinformation. Open to the pub-
lic.

*20th Annual Mr. & Mrs. Cop-
per Classic Bodybuilding & Fit-
ness Championship at Buena
H.S. Performing Arts Center be-
ginning at 6 p.m. Call 378-2461
for details.

23

24 25

26 27

28 29

* The Vigilantes at the
Helldorado Set in Tombstone
atlp.m.

* Newcomer’s Orientation at
MCCat9a.m.

* San Pedro Kiwanis meets at
noon in the Crystal Room of
Thunder Mountain Inn. Contact
Nilda Townsend at 458-9647.
*Thunder Mountain Bridge Club
meets at 12:30 p.m. at Thunder
Mountain Inn. Call Dianna
Smith at 432-3883.

*National Prayer Breakfast at La
Hacienda at 6 a.m. Costis $3
* Rickety Rockettes meets at
OYyCCatl1l0a.m.
*National Association of Retired
Employees Chapter 1400 meets
at1lla.m.atOYCC.
*CG's Town Hall from 5- 6 p.m.
on the CAC Channel 97
*Cochise Toastmasters meets at
Landmark Café from 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. Call Toni Reeves at 538-
7502.
Cochise  Chordsmen
(SPERSQA) meets at SV Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m.
* Society for Creative Anachro-
nism meets at OYCC at 7 p.m.

* La Salida Del Sol Lions

meet at Thunder Mountain Inn at
6:45a.m. Call Lee at 378-1399
for details.

*SV Chess Club meets at Peter
Piper Pizzaat7 p.m.

*The Art Discovery Series pre-
sents the “Glenn Miller Orches-
tra” at the Buena H.S. Perform-
ing Arts Center beginning at 7
p.m. Tickets in advance at $15
and $18 atthe door. Children are
$5 atall times. Call 458-7922 for
info.

* SV Optimist Club meets
at6:30a.m. atthe Landmark Café.
Call Robert Atkinson at 459-
21

*National Association of Retired
Employees Chapter 1400 meets
at1la.m.atOYCC. Call378-
6605 for details.

*Huachuca Area Retired Teach-
ers Association meets at OYCC
atl0a.m.

* Early Release for Fort
Huachuca Schools. Myer,-Kin-
dergarten @ 1:20 p.m. Grades
4 &5 @ 1:30p.m. Johnston,
grades 1-3 @ 1:15 p.m. and
Smith, Grades 6-8 @ 1:40 p.m.

* Rollin” Thunder Skate
Park 5 - 9 p.m. for teens only.
Call 533-3205 for information.
Open to the public.

* Rollerskating at Youth Ser-
vices, Bldg. 49013 from 6:30 -
8:30 p.m. Call 533-3205 for
details.

*Youth Services at Bldg. 49013
has open recreation from1-8
p.m. Call 533-3205 for info.
*Rollin’ Thunder Skate Park is
open1-6p.m. Call 533-3205
forinformation. Open to the pub-
lic.

* Huachuca Astronomy Club
Public star Party at the Junk
Bond Observatory in Hereford at
7 p.m. Call 366-5788 for direc-
tions

MCC = Murr Community Center

MPC = Main Post Chapel

QY CC = Oscar Yrun Community Center

Army Family Team Building classes and information at Murr Community Center, 533-3686 or 533-2330
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HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY

IH A WORLD FULL OF 3 LEAF CLOVERS,
YOU RE & FOUR

Higory of a shamrock

Thefirg referenceto the Shamrock inwritten
Englishdatesback from 1571; inwrittenlrish, asa
“seamrog” from 1707. Referred asabadgetobe
wornonthelape onthesaint’sfeast day, it canbe
traced for thefirst timeaslateas 1681.

Asasymbol of Irdlandit haslong beeninte-
graedintothesymboal of theUnitedKingdom, along
with the Rose, the Thistle and the Leek of En-
gland, Sootlandand Wales Sotoday, onSt. Patrick’s
Day, amember of the British Roya Family pre-
sents Shamrock to the Irish Guards regiment of
theBritishArmy.

Themagic shamrock

Threeislrdand’ smagic number. Numbers
playedanimportant rolein Cdticsymbolism. Three
wasthemost sacred and magica number. [t mul-
tipliestonine, whichissacredto Brigit. Threemay
havesgnifiedtotality: past, present and futureor
behind, beforeand here or sky, earth and under-
world. EverythinggoodinIrdand comesinthrees.
Therhythmof gory tellinginthelrishtraditionis
based on threefold repetition. Thisachievesboth
intengficationand exaggeration. Threeaccomplish
mentswell regardedinlrdland: adever verse music
ontheharp, and theart of shavingfaces.

The Leprechaun

TheLeprechaunisanIrishfary. Helookslike
asmall, old man (about 2 feet tal), often dressed
likeashoemaker, with acocked hat and aleather
apron.

Accordingtolegend, leprechaunsaredoof and
unfriendly, liveaone, and passthetimemaking
shoes They dsopossessahidden pot of gold. Trea:
sure hunters can often track down aleprechaun
by thesound of hisshoemaker’ shammer. If caugit,
he can be forced (with the threst of bodily vio-
lence) to reved thewheresbouts of histressure,
but the captor must keep their eyesonhimevery
second. If thecaptor’ seyesleavetheleprechaun
(and he oftentricksthemintolooking away), he
vanishesand al hopesof findingthetreasureare
los.

Editor’s note: information derived from
www.theholidayspot.com.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANDNATURAL
RESOURCESDIVISON,
DIRECTORATE OF INSTALLATION SUPPORT
RELEASE

TheEnvironmenta and Natura Resources
Divisonrecaivescdlsdally fromsoldiers, cvil-
ians, and family membersasking
for help concerningwildlifecom-
inginto contact withthemat home
anda work. For thepast few years
winter ranshavebeen sparse, and
thereforewater and food sources
forwildifeintheHuachucaMoun-
tainsand grasdandshavebeen se-
verdy reduced. Asaresult wecan
expecttoseeincressadwildlifeand
human encounterswithinthecan-
tonment areasand specificaly the
BonnieBlink areaduetoitsclose
proximity to the mountains. The
purposeof thisarticleistoanswver
someof themorecommonly asked
questionsabout urbanand wilder-
nesswildlifesituationsthat occur
at Fort Huachuca

Quedtion: I’'vegot deer, jav-
ina, rabbits, and coyotescomingintomy yard
al thetimeand esting my flowers, shrubs, or
vegetablegarden, what can| do?

Answer: Indesert environmentsanimals
often haveatoughtimefinding sourcesof food
and water and are constantly competing with
each other for what nature provides. When
people comeaong and build communitiesin
wildlifehabitat weoften providetheseanimals
withaneasy sourceof food andwater whichis
not natura to the environment. So our pres-
enceisthe problem and at least partidly the
solution. Don't leave open sourcesof food and
water outinyour yard or aroundtheworkplace.
If youhavepets, bringtheir water andfood dish
indoorsat night. Also, empty your bird feeder &
night asthisisagood sourcefor attracting bats
and other animals. If you' reinto landscaping
your yard ask your sdespersonat thelocd gar-
den shop about plantsthat will not beattractive
towildlifeasasourceof food.

There are dternatives to those plants that
youmay bemorefamiliar withfor yard decora-
tion. Erectingaphysicd barier aroundtheplants
that youwishtoprotectisdsoagoodidea. The
key istokesgpyour yardfreecf litter and sources

of food. Abovedl, don'tleaveyour trashout over-
night (bearsand other wildlifewill loveyoufor it)
but rather placeit out onthe street themorning of
pick-up. Thesestepsmay not diminatethe prob-
leminoneday but oncetheanima sfind out that
the"freemed program” isover, they will likely go
esawvhere,

Question: A bird, abat, or a snake has en-
tered my quarters, how do| getit out?

Answer: Birdsandbatsusudly aren’taprob-
lem, just find somethingtowaveat themandguide
themto an open doorway or window. Thetrickis
tofigureout how they gat indoorsinthefirg place.
Check your quartersin detail and if you find an
opening 1/2inchor larger submit awork order if
you aren't ableto closethe opening yoursdlf. You
should aso bevery cautionsof abat found onthe
ground (aliveor dead) asthiscould indicatethat
thebat israbid. Rather than attempting to dispose
of thebat yoursdf call ENRD (538-0492 or 533-
1867) ortheMilitary Police Desk, 533-3000. If
someonehashad physica contact withthebat in-
form medical personnel as soon asyou can. Do
not touch aliveor dead bat!

Snakescanbealittletrickier tohandle. Agan,
unlessyou haveaconcernthat the snekemay be
poisonousget agtick or abranchand gently nudge
or pick up the snake and moveit outdoors. The
snake will be more than grateful for your assis-
tance. After removing thesnakewashyour hands
thoroughly withadisinfectant. If you haveacon-
cernthat the snake may bevenomouscall either
the MP desk or the ENRD immediately. Do not

Fort Huachucawildlifeand you: answersto FAQ’s

attempt to gpproach thesnakeyoursdf if you have
any concernfor your safety. If you refindingmouse
droppingsor other sgnsof rodent activity around
your quartersor placeof work set trapsand get rid
of them. Again, it' saquestion of food andthemice
arethelikely causefor atracting snakes.

Question: What do | doif I'm bitten by a
oorpionor asneke, or someother
“critter” that got me when |
waan'tlooking?

Answer: Easy answer, if
you'rebitten by something, and
you see what bit you, try your
best to remember what it looks
like. Knowing what type of
ke, scorpion, or pider will as-
s thedoctor greetly intresting
you. Cleanthewound with anti-
septic and wrap with a loose,
cleanbandageand seek medicd
hdpimmediatdy. Donot cut the
wound and try to suck out the
poison, thiswill only causeinfec-
tionand make mattersworse.

Quedtion: Thesehirdsare
buildingtheir nestsoutsdeaf my
quartersand causng metolose
degpandtheir droppingsaremakingamess, what
canl do?

Answer: Cdl theENRD andwe |l comeout
and makeadetermingtion concerningnestremoval.
Do not take mattersinto your own handsand re-
movethenes, eggs, or harassthebird. Many birds
andther nestsareprotected under theMigratory
Bird Treaty Act and therefore can not be tam-
peredwith until thechickshaveleft thenest. Vio-
lationsof theMBTA canresultinfinesand/or im-
prisonment. If thenest and birdsareprotectedthe
nesting periodisusudly nomorethanafew weeks
and after theyoung havel eft thenest ENRD per-
onnd canremoveit.

Fort Huachucaisagreet placetoliveandwork
and oneof thegreatest benefitsof being hereisthe
opportunity to experience the greet diversity of
wildife Your children havethebendfittolearnabout
wildlifenotjustinbooksor televison, butinther
ownfrontyards. Additionaly, wehavean oppor-
tunity to experience many diverseenvironments
from desert scrub to evergreen forests here on
Fort Huachuca. Indoing so, thereareafew things
thet should beunderstoodwhilerecreatingoutdoors
whichwhenfollowed, will ensureanenjoyableand
safeexperience.

DIS photo

TRICARE mail order pharmacy 1n effect, benefitsremain intact

TRICARENEWSRELEASE

Asof March 1, the TRICARE Mail Order
Pharmacy program replaced theNational Mall
Order Pharmacy program asthe prescription
mail order pharmacy benefit for Department
of Defense Military Health System beneficia-
ries.

The TRICARE pharmacy benefit and co-
payments remain the same — only the pro-
gram name and benefit manager have changed.

Express Scriptsinc., aleading benefit pre-
scription manager in the United States, isthe
new TMOP benefit manager.

To bedigiblefor the new pharmacy ben-
efit, the sponsor and family member must both
beenrolled and eligiblein the Defense Enroll-
ment Eligibility Reporting System.

Members of the National Guard and Re-
serve and their family members are also eli-
gible for TMOP if the sponsor is on federal
(Title10or Title 32) activeduty ordersfor more
than 30 daysand their DEERS informationis
up-to-date.

TRICAREdigibility for sponsorsand fam-
ily membersiseffective on the date of activa-

tion onthesponsors orders.

“Under TRICARE, beneficiarieshavethree
optionsfor filling their prescriptions. They can
useamilitary treatment facility, aTRICARE
retall network pharmacy, or TMOR” said Army
Col. William Davies, director, DoD Pharmacy
programs.

Prescription medications filled under
TMOP cost $3 for a90-day supply for generic
medications, and $9 for a 90-day supply for
most brand-name medications. Prescriptions
filled using aretail network pharmacy cost $3
for a 30-day generic supply and $9 for a 30-
day supply for most brand-name medications.

“Wewant beneficiarieswho havelong-term
medi cation needs to consider using the mail
order program. It providesup to a90-day sup-
ply of most medications for asingle co-pay-
ment, whereasthey only receivea30-day sup-
ply for asingle co-payment in the retail net-
work pharmacy system,” Daviessaid.

Beforeaprescription can befilled, each ben-
eficiary must complete a one-time Express
Scripts Registration Form and returnit to Ex-
press Scriptsfor processing.

Theregistrationformisavailableonlineat

WWW.EXpress-scripts.com, or may be picked
up at any military treatment facility or regional
TRICARE Service Center.

The TMOPregigtrationform, new prescrip-
tion and payment (by credit card, check or
money order) should bereturned to the address
provided on theregistration form.

Thebeneficiary’ sname; the sponsor’s So-
cia Security number, address, and telephone
number; and the provider’sname, addressand
telephone should be clearly written on each
prescription submitted.

Express Scripts can mail prescriptionsto
any U. S. postal addressor APO/FPO address
(except aprivateforeign address) overseas.

Sponsorsand family membersassigned to
an embassy without an APO/FPO address
must usetheir official Washington, D.C., em-
bassy addressto receive prescription medica-
tions.

Prescriptionsfor beneficiariesresding over-
seasmust be prescribed by providerswho are
licensed to practiceintheU. S.

Deliveriesfor locationswithintheU. S. re-
quireapproximately 5to 7 daysto process. Ad-
ditional timemay berequired for prescription

medi cations delivered oversess.

Beneficiaries covered by apharmacy ben-
efit under other healthinsurance may only use
TMOPIf their OHI does not cover the medi-
cation they need, or if the pharmacy benefit
under the OHI plan has been exhausted.

If themedication requirediscovered under
TMOP, Express Scriptswill fill the prescrip-
tion as long as the beneficiary has no other
pharmacy benefit available or until the
beneficiary’s pharmacy benefit isrenewed un-
der the OHI.

Beneficiariesmay check the status of their
new or refill prescription orders anytime at
WWW.express-scripts.com or by callingtoll free,
(866) DoD-TMOP (866) 363-8667).

Activeduty sponsorsmay verify or update
DEERSinformationfor themsdvesor thar fam-
ily membersby contacting or visiting their local
military identification cardissuing facility.

Sponsors may locate the nearest military
personnel office or ID card facility on the
DEERSWeb site at www.dmdc.osd.mil/rdl/ to
verify DEERSdligibility. Sponsorsmay aso
verify DEERSHigihility by caling DEERStoll
freeat (800)-538-9552.

CREDIT from Page 1

BNCOC,” Solizsaid.

Sixty-seven ANCOC students will
graduate today with 19 college creditsfrom
CochiseCollege.

Thenext ANCOC classstartstheir train-
ing on April 1, and up to 96 senior NCOs
could signupfor the college credit.

All NCOswho complete both phases of
ANCOC training at Fort Huachucawill earn
19 credits, eightin Phase 1 and 11 in Phase
2. Creditisearned in subject areassuch as
physical fitness, communicationsand busi-
ness management.

“Non-MI soldierswho will attend only
our 12-day Stand Alone Common Core, or
Phase 1, of atwo-phase course (the second
phaseisbranch specific) will dso qualify to
receive college credit,” Soliz added. “ Stu-
dentswho complete Phase 1 will earn eight
college creditsif they sign up for the pro-
gram.”

Studentspay only a$35 applicationfee
to Cochise Collegeto take part in thispro-

gram. Therewill beno other costsassociated,
such asbuying booksor paying lab fees.

Onceasoldier hasearned at least 16 credit
hours, he or she hasmet theresidency require-
mentsfor Cochise College.

“The soldier can then work with the col-
legeto develop their degree plan, and that can
befrom anywherein theworld, thanksto the
Internet,” Solizsaid.

The new venture between the NCOA and
Cochise Collegetook effect on March 4, and
accordingly to Soliz, “Unfortunately, it doesnot
have agrandfather clause.”

Cochise Collegerecently started working
with units such asthe 309" Military Intelli-
genceBattalionto givecollegecredittoinitial
entry soldier traineesfor thetraining they re-
ceivein Advanced Individual Training upon
graduation.

Intheory, an M1 soldier could attend AIT,
BNCOC and ANCOC and eventually end up
with over 60 college credits.

“Many soldierscomplainthat they can’tfind

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks

timeto attend college because their unit opera-
tional tempo issuchthat they’ reoftentimesin
thefield or deployed,” Soliz said. * Some com-
plain that even though they may receive full
tuition assistance, they still can’t afford to buy
books or pay other expenses associated with

Students attending the
Noncommissioned
Officers Academy,
pictured left, are eligible
to receive college credit
towards a degree from
Cochise College as part
of a new partnership
between the two
schools. Basic NCO
course students can
receive up to 23 credits,
and Advanced NCO
course students can
receive up to 19 credits,
with a $35 application
fee.

obtaining acollegedegree.

“Well, Fort Huachucaand Cochise College
are doing something to help them overcome
thosefrustrationswith aplanto offer credit to
soldierswho must be hereanyway. Itisdefi-
nitely awin-win situation for thesoldier.”
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dards, failing PT standards or receives action
under UCMJ[Uniformed Codeof Military Jus-
tice], thenit’'sgoingto play apart whenthey’re
upfor reenlistment.”

Pittsmentioned unlikeinthe past, if asol-
dier failed hisPT test during the reenlistment
window, but later retested and passed, all he
needed wasawaiver from hisimmediatechain
of commandto reenlist.

However, under the new policy, thesoldier
isautomatically ineligibleto reenlist unlesshe
getsawaiver fromthefirst general officer in
hischain of command.

“Again, there hasto be somekind of dis-
criminating factor. We have alot of soldiers
who want to reenlist,” Pitts said. “Waivers
should be only submitted for exceptional and
meritorious cases, which meansthat soldiers
must have done something to justify thewaiver
and have done something to set them apart from
everybody else.”

Career counselors have to be the honest
broker for the needs of the Army and Pittssaid
standards are written in black and white for
soldiers.

“A lot of theresponsibility ultimately falls
uponthesoldier,” Pittssaid. “ Alsoit fallsupon
the soldier’sleadership and first-line supervi-
sorswhenthey’ redoing their counseling to let
the soldiersknow, ‘thisiswhat you need to do
to stay competitive.’”

Soldiersshould competein soldier and NCO
of themonth boards, go to collegeto build their
civilian education, and exceed course standards
at Noncommissioned Officer Education
schoals.

Another incentive that hasbeen cut isthe
Selective Reenlistment Bonuses, which are
monetary incentivesgiven to soldiersinjobs
that are short and have inadequate retention
levels.

“All soldiersliketo get thebonuses,” Pitts
said. “I think in the short term by losing bo-
nuses, it's not hurting Fort Huachuca at this
time. But later onif the bonusesdon’t go back
up, it could affect usdown theline.”

Hementioned Military Intelligencesoldiers
arevery attractive and marketableto civilian
companiesoutsdethegate, so thebonusesare
attractivein keeping themin uniform.

Another popular option, overseasand State-
side assignment of choice, has been affected
under the new guidelines.

Courtesy photo

Staff Sgt. Brian Brewer, Company B, 304th Military Intelligence Battalion, repeats his oath
of enlistment from Capt. Karl Neal, commander, during his reenlist ment ceremony. For
mid-term soldiers such as Brewer, the retention policy affected reenlistmen options such
as bonuses and station of choice. Koreais the only overseas choice now.

Koreaistheonly option mid-term soldiers
serving on asecond or subsequent enlistment
period will haveif they want to reenlist for an
overseasassignment.

Pittsunderstands many soldiersreenlist to
try to be closer to home, but said the needs of
the Army isthefirst priority when assigning
soldiersto duty stations.

“Themaority of soldiersdon’t want to go
to Korea,” Pitts said. “| was briefed that in
order to get one soldier to report to Korea, a
branch manager has to put eight soldiers on
ordersbecause of defermentsor declination of
assgnment.

“Eventhoughwetry toreenlist soldiersfor
theoption of their choice, it aso hasto be con-
sistent with what the Army needs. Soldiers
havetoredizereenlistmentis aprivilege, it's
not aright.”

Therearedlternativesfor soldiersPittssaid
if they want to reenlist.

“For mid-career soldiers who want to re-
enlist, thebest thing to doisreenlist for stabili-

zation. The options and qualifications can
change as they’ ve done before and as it has
thistime,” Pittssaid. “ Something elseto con-
Sider istoreenlisttogoto Koreawith afollow-
on assignment back toaCONUS I ocation. That
way they know wherethey’ re going to bego-
ing. We can dothat.”

Pitts expressed the importance of soldiers
not waiting until thelast minuteto reenlist as
well. Soldiershaveto reenlist beforethey have
threemonthsleftin service.

When it comes down to three months or
less, it requires Department of the Army to
approvereenlistment.

“They’ reapproving very few,” Pittssaid.
“Andit also appliesto soldierswho sign adec-
lination of continued service statement and later
on change their mind to get it removed. It's
almost impossible because you've aready
made up your mind oncethat you didn’t want
to go on the assignment. The Army istaking
you for what you said.”

Despitethe new changes, Pittsdoesn’t see

‘1‘1e majority of soldiers don’t
want to go to Korea. | was
briefed that in order to get one
soldier to Korea, a branch
manager has to put eight
soldiers on orders...Even
though we try to reenlist
soldiers for the option of their
choice, it also has to be
consistent with what the Army
needs. Soldiers have to realize
reenlistment is a privilege, it's
not a right.

Master Sgt. Larry Pitts,
Fort Huachuca Retention Office
Noncommissioned Officer in Charge

the measures etched in stone. He compared
the current policy to the Army’s drawdown
policy in 1992 to which he said retention man-
agers had a reenlistment cap authorizing so
many reenlistments per quarter, but hedoesn’t
seethe Army going back in that direction.

Not only haveincentives been taken away,
some soldiersin over-strength military occu-
pational speciatieswill beforced toreclassify
into MOSs with shortages, especially those
specialties with a shortage of soldiersin the
ranks of sergeant and staff sergeant which
have become known asthe STAR MOSs be-
causethey aretypically marked with an aster-
isk or star on personnel lists.

According to Sgt. Mgj. James Vales, G1
retention sergeant major at DA, an early out
optionisbeing considered and will beavailable
to soldiersin over-strength MOSsthis calen-
dar year.

Onceapproved, soldierswill beableto sepa-
ratefrom the Army 90 days beforetheir end-
of-servicedate, hesaid.



