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School board meets

The Fort HuachucaAc-
commodation Schools’
board meeting isat 3:30 p.m.
Monday at Smith Middle
School. For moreinforma-
tion call Diane Chinon at
459-8199.

Awards banquet

Fort Huachucawill host
itsawards banquet honoring
the top civilian, Soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines
of the year, beginning at 6
p.m. on Jan. 23 at the
LakeSideAdctivity Centre.

Cost is $19 and tickets
areavailable from unit reps.
No ticketswill be sold at the
door. For more information,
call Tracy Laventure at 533-
5635.

Flu shot makeup

Soldiers who have not
had their flu shot thisyear,
must report for the makeup
day for active duty Soldiers
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. on
Friday at Murr Community
Center. Soldiersmust bring
their yellow shot book.

For children between 6
monthsand 5 years. walk-in
at the Pediatric Clinic from
1 to 3 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday.

For al others: walk-in at
theAllergy and Immuniza-
tion Clinicfrom7:30t0 11:30
am.and1to4p.m.onMon-
day, from 1-4 p.m. on
Wednesday or from 7:30 to
11:30 a.m. on Thursday.

Patients must bring their
military identification card
and medical record

Department of the Army
civilians must pick up their
medical records and report
to Occupational Health to
get an order to get the flu
shot.

Call 533-9139 for more
information.

INSIDE

Review

See awrap-up of last year’'s
eventsin stories and photos.
- Pages 4 and 5

Relaxation

The folks on Fort Huachuca
had agood time during 2003,
See a review.

- Page Bl and 2

moves closer

BY PFC.JOY PARIANTE
SCOUT STAFF

Fort Huachuca's Military
Clothing Sales Store has moved
two buildings down in Prosser
Villageto the old Ozone build-
ing.

Clothing Sales moved out of
Bldg. 80503 so the space could
be transformed back into adin-
ing facility due to the increase
in troop strength, said Rosie
Jackson, Clothing Sales manager.

“The mission of Clothing
Salesisto support our troopsand
provide services and merchan-
dise for our troops,” Jackson
said.

The new |ocation was chosen
with thetroopsin mind, Jackson
said.

Soldiersintraining were hav-

New home

Military Clothing Sales

to students

storewhen it waslocated near
themilitary police station, she
explained.

Just down the block from
itsold location, the new Cloth-
ing Saleswas placed for easy
accessibility for themilitary in-
telligence Soldiersintraining.

“We' ve had avery positive
response from our customers,”
Jackson said.

“They likethelocation and
the layout of the store. They
can see where all the mer-
chandiseisand it looks more
like a store than adining fa-
cility.”

Clothing Salesisnow open
in Bldg. 80501 10 am. to 7
p.m., Mon.-Fri.,9am.to4p.m
Saturday and 10am.to 2 p.m.
Sunday. For moreinformation
call Clothing Sales at 533-

The new location for the Military Clothing Sales Store in Prosser Village in
Building 80501 makes it easer for Soldiers like Sgt. Lucas Blake, 309th Military

Photo by Pfc. Joy Pariante

ing a hard time getting to the

5523.

Intelligence Battalion, to shop for uniform items.

Department of Homeland Security
Customs aiding US-VISIT program launched

DEPARTMENT OFHOME-
LANDSECURITY RELEASE

On Monday theU.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security
launchedUS-VISIT, anew pro-
gram to enhance the nation’'s

nologiesarethebasisof an ex-
tensve array of highly secure
identificationand persond verifi-
caionsolutions

“Today marksthebeginning
of a new chapter in our
government’s commitment to

security whilefedilitatinglegiti- - gaouring our nationwhileuphold-
gg;ra/el andtradethroughour  jng A mericalsidealsabout free-
S

New entry procedurestook
effect today for most foreign
vigtorswithnorHmmigrantvisas
at 115 arrportsand cruise ship
terminasat 14 segports.

Thesystem utilizesbiomet-
rics, whicharephysica charac-
teidicsuniquetoeschindividud,
toveify identity. Biometrictech

dom of travel and the spirit of
welcoming foreigner vigtors,”
sad TomRidge, Secretary of the
Department of Home and Secu-
rity, whilegreeting passengersat
Hartdfidd-JacksonAtlantal nter-
nationd Airport. “US-VISITis
animportant new dementinthe
globd war againg terrorismand
will serve as a catdy4 in the

growinginternationa useof bio-
metricsto expediteprocessng of
travelers. Wewant to show the
world that we can keep our bor-
dersopenandour netionsecure”

USVIST requiresthat most
foreignvigtorstravelingtothe
United States on avisa have
their two index fingersscanned
andadigita photographtakento
verify theiridentity a theport of
entry.

TheUSVISIT programwill
enhancethesecurity of U.S. citi-
zensandvigtorshy verifyingthe
identity of vistorswithvisas At
thesametime, it fadllitateslegiti-
matetravel and trade by lever-
aging technology andtheevolv-

inguseof biometricstoexpedite
processing & our borders.
“USVISIT represents the
grestestimprovement in border
ingpection in more than three
decades andisashiningexample
of what we can achieve when
government works together,”
saidAsaHutchinson, Under Sec-
retary of Border and Transpor-
tation Security of the Department
of Homeland Security. “US
VIS Tisactudly acontinuum of
security measures that begins
oversess, a the U.S. consular
officesisuingvisas, wherebio-
metricswill be collected to de-
termineif the applicantison a
database of known or suspected

crimingsor terrorigts.

“Whenthevistor getstoour
border, weusethesamebiomet-
rics—thesedigitd “fingerscans’
—toverify that thepersonat our
port isthesamepersonwhore-
ceived thevisaor to seeif we
have learned new information
about any involvementinterror-
ismorcrime.

Thistypeof identity verifica:
tion hepsour Customsand Bor-
der Protection Officersmakebet-
ter admisshility dedsonsanden
hancestheoverdl integrity of our
immigrationsysem.”

“The Department of Home-

See SECURITY, Page 3

Stop Loss keeps Soldiers in fight

BY SGT.1ST CLASS
MARCIATRIGGS
ARMY NEWS SERVICE

TheArmyisexpected toannouncethis
week thet active-duty Soldierscurrently
savinginlragand Afghaniganwill notbe
dlowedtoseparateor retireuntil after their
unitredeploys.

Under thelatest Stop L ossiteration,
7,000 Soldierswill berequiredtostay in
thetheater for theduration of their unit's
deployment and up to amaximum of 90

daysafter theredeployment, said Cal. Elton
Manske, thechief of Enliged Divison, GL.

The7,000 Soldierstobeaffectedindudes
Soldierswhowill nat bedlowedtochange
duty stationsor exittheArmy.
“TheArmy understandsthat thiswill
probably crestehardshipsor disupt some
plans, but thissupportstheinterest of the
United States and directly impacts our
abilitytowin,” Manskesad.
Leadership in the theater and the
Army g&ff continuetoreview SIopLoss,
because there is no intent to keep Sol-
diersfrommovingoninther carearsany
longer thanisnecessary, headded.
Soldierswill beretainedintheArmy
upto 90 daysafter theredeployment be-

cause theArmy hastheir best interest in
mind, offidassaid. Thetimeshouldbeused
by Soldiersto shiptheir persona belong-
ings and properly clear theArmy or the
inddlation, officasadded.

InNovember theArmy announced that
active-duty Soldierswould not bedlowed
tovoluntarily leavetheArmy or changeduty
gationsif they wereassgned to unitsthat
had been selected to participateinthe sec-
ondrotationof OperationIragi Freedomor
thefifthrotationof Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

TheNovember Stop L ossannounce-
ment dsolifted thelast two specidtiesaf-

fected by the 12-Month Skill-Based Stop
LossProgram.

“Wehaveevduated theentire pro-
gram, andweredlized that puttingindi-
viduasunder Stop L ossbased ontheir
skills was not providing us what we
needed at theunit level,” Manskesaid.
“Unit cohesioniswhat droveour deci-
sonto moveaway from skill based to
unit based.”

Theforcerotation policy that isbe-
ingimplementedwill doaway withindi-
vidual replacements and serve as a

See STOP LOSS, Page 3

Commissary officials: No ‘mad cow’ beef

BY BONNIEPOWELL
DEFENSE COMMISSARY AGENCY

Officials at the Defense
Commissary Agency are
closely monitoring the ever-
changing situationinvolving

acase of bovine spongiform
encephal opathy, also known
as“mad cow” disease, iden-
tified Dec. 23inasinglecow
in Washington.

Since Dec. 23 the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
has conducted alimited re-
call of 10,000 pounds of beef
that may originate from the
infected cow and from cows
slaughtered at the sametime
and location.

“No beef in any of our
275 commissariesworldwide
has been involved in a
USDA recall,” said Col.
Mark Wolken, chief of pub-

lic health, safety and secu-
rity for DeCA.

“The USDA has stated
that the U.S. beef supply is
safe and that the beef recall
resulted from an abundance of
caution, not fear that the meat
isinfected. Shouldthe USDA
make a determination that
thereisadanger, DeCA would
befirst to react to protect the
health of our customers,” he
said.

Since the first U.S. case
of BSE was identified Dec.
23, commissary customers
have raised questions about
the safety of beef purchased

at their local commissary.
Questionsrangefrom “should
| return the ground beef |
bought last week?’ to* hasmy
commissary received meat
from theinfected cow?’

The answer to both ques-
tionsis“no” said Wolken, an
Army veterinarian.

“Asis always the case,
customers who wish to re-
turn commissary products
for afull refund may do so
without question. The brain,
spinal cord, and lower intes-
tine —where the protein or
‘prion’ that is believed to
cause BSE isfound —is not

generally used in food con-
sumed by Americans. Those
partswere removed from the
infected cow before any of
it could enter the meat sup-
ply.”

USDA investigatorshave
determined that the recalled
meat went to a few com-
mercial marketsin Alaska,
Hawaii, Idaho, Montanaand
Guam as well as Washing-
ton, Oregon, Californiaand
Nevada. “No commissaries
received any of those ship-
ments,” Wolkenemphasized.

See COW, Page 3
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Team Talk
Ring In

BY
MAJ.GEN.JAMES
“SPIDER”
ANDMARTY
MARKS

Happy New Year, everyone! We hope
the holiday season brought the best for you
all and hopethat timewith friendsand
family hasenergized you for 2004. Let’s
al get off toagreat start inthisNew Year!

Fort Huachucaissuch agreat placeto
liveand work! Our super staff excelsin
implementing quality of life programsthat
makethisacommunity of excellence.
However, what makesthistruly an exem-
plary Army post isthat we don’t rest on
our laurels. Instead, thisplaceisabeehive
of innovative activity, with everyone
constantly striving for further improvement.
That'swhat it takes, folks, and | can’t say
enough about how much | appreciatethis
cregtive, “ cando” attitude!

L et’stake amoment to recap some of
the highlightsof 2003 on Fort Huachuca.
Thisingtalation and community havealot
to be proud of!

First and foremost, the caliber of
soldierstrained here continuesto betop-
notch. Theimportance of what we do has
been demonstrated timeand timeagain,
and the superbly trained men and women
who learnand honetheir military intelli-
genceskillshereat theU.S. Army Intelli-
gence Center are proof that what we do
heretruly matters. My thanksto all of you
involvedinthistraining for your dedication,
professionalism, and desireto passon your
knowledge and skillstoAmerica sfighting
men and women.

Another big changethisyear hasbeen
our reorganization of thegarrisoninline
with the Installation Management Agency.
Asalways, when any reorganization
occurs, therearegrowing pains. However,
under the guidance of our Garrison Com-
mander, Col. Larry Portouw, you all have
shown remarkableflexibility and determi-
nation to help thisprocessgo smoothly and
inamanner which isquitetransparent to
most of us, knowing that it will improvethe
way the Army does businessin theend.

Highlightsfrom last year go onand on—
accreditation of Army Community Ser-
vices, completion of our new School Age
Servicesbuilding, theaccomplishments of
our super volunteer “corps,” aweek of
fantastic All-Army boxing championships,
numerous environmental awards, recogni-
tion of employees dedicated to doing their
jobsefficiently and effectively, adelicious
barbecuefor our families (sponsored by the
ArizonaBeef Council), the popular
Lonestar concert ontheairfield, just to
nameafew...

2004...

A look at the year ahead

Thisnew year promisesto bejust as
exciting; we already have somemajor
eventslined up that will be of interest to
many of you.

TheArmy Family Action Plan contin-
uesto beavery important meansto
identify critical issuesthat affect theArmy
family —and, just asimportant, to work
toward resolution of the problems. Fort
Huachuca sAFAP conferenceisset for
March 9-10 at the Main Post Chapel. We
need delegatesfrom every demographic
set represented here on Fort Huachuca.
Thisconferenceisagreat experience and
agreat way to beinvolvedintheAFAP
process. If youwould liketo be part of
thisdynamic program, contact your Family
Readiness Group representative, or call the
Army Community Services Point of
Contact, AndreaSovern, at 533-3686.

Construction continuesto bring better
homes and better facilitiesfor all of us. Of
course, I’'msureyou’ veall noticed the
construction going onjustinsidethemain
gate—agas station, shoppette and fast
food restaurant. The beautiful new houses
on post arerapidly heading toward
completion, and wejust broke ground on
an expansion for our world-classun-
manned aeria vehicletraining facility. The
Directorate of Community Activitieswill
be going through some big changesthis
year, aswell. We'll renovate LaHacienda
to makeit atop-notch, multi-function
facility that this post and thiscommunity
areproud of .

A world-classsporting event will
happen here this October, when Fort
Huachucawill host the 2004 Consell
Internationa du SportsMilitaireworld
boxing championship. That'sright...world
championshipsright hereat Fort
Huachucal Countriesfrom around the
world will participatein seven daysof
international boxing right hereat Barnes
FieldHouse. Thisistruly aworld-class
affair that we areprivilegedto host. It'sa
lot of work for everyoneinvolved, but the
folksat the Directorate of Community
Activitiesareupto thetask and, with
support from all therest of us, thiswill be
asuper event. Be sureand mark your
calendarsnow to attend this* mini-Olym-
pics’ of world-classboxing.

Findly, as2003 endsand 2004 begins,
let usnever forget all the great Americans
who have served and who continueto
serveinthewar on terrorism around the
world. A Soldier’sfirst duty isto remem-
ber. Let’'sremember theminall wedo,
everyday.

Our best wishes go out to each and
every oneof you for health and happiness.
And, from Marty and me, thank you all for
everything you have doneand will continue
to do to make Fort Huachucathe best it
can be.

Scout On The Street

Fditorial

BY SGT.1ST CLASS
KENNETHHUNTER
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ADVISOR

“Likeany man| would
liketoliveafull life. Longev-
ity hasitsplace.” TheRever-
end Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. spokethesewordsonApril
3, 1968, during aspeech at

Movement.

regard torace, sex, color,
religion, or nationd origin.
Thesearethesameprinciples
that King taught during his
work withthe Civil Rights

Jan. 15 will mark the 75th
anniversary of King'shirth-
day. Jan.19 will mark the
officia holiday. Many Ameri-

Clayborn TempleinMemphis,  cansonthat day will remem-

Tennessee. Kingwasthereto  ber thelifeof King by

support the SanitationWork-  delivering excerptsfrom

erswho wereon strike many of hisfamousspeeches.  Martin Luther King Jr.
againgthecity. Thenextday  Arguably hismost famous

King was assass nated.
King'sdegth did not end
the Civil RightsMovement.
Hisassassination began an
entireseriesof events. These
eventsledtotheformation of
severa organizationsthat
further supported thiscause.
Oneof these organizations,
the Defense Race Relations
Institute, wasformed because
of thetenseracerelationsin
themilitary duringthelate

and most quoted speechisthe
“I Have A Dream” speech.
Inthisspeech King outlined
oneof hisvisonsfor America
by saying, “1 say toyoumy
friends, even though weface
thedifficultiesof today and
tomorrow, | till havea
dream. Itisadream deeply
rooted intheAmerican
dream. | have adream that
oneday thisnationwill riseup
andliveout thetrue meaning

infinitedignity and respect
because all men and women
arecreated equal. Thisisthe
samegoa and objective of
the Department of theArmy’s
Equa Opportunity Program.
INn1963, Kingeulogized
thefour littlegirlsthat were
killedinthebombing of the
16th Street Baptist Churchin
Birmingham, Alabama. Inhis
eulogy, King spokewords
that still resonate today about

1960s. Thefoundationof the  of itscreed: “Wehold these how we as human beings can
DRRI and itssuccessor, truthsto be salf evident, that learn through education and
Defense Equa Opportunity al men arecreated equal.” training focused onthefair
Indtitute, isthat al personnel King'smany writingsand  treatment of oneanother;
should betreatedwithdignity  teachingstaught that every-

and respect. Thisiswithout oneshould betreated with See KING, Page 7

Chaplain's Corner

Past creates road map to future

BY CHAPLAIN(LT.COL.)
JAMESR.STEPHEN
DEPUTY INSTALLATION CHAPLAIN

InRoman mythol ogy, Janusisthegod of
beginnings, thedeity respons blefor theNew
Year. Ascustodian of theuniverse, heholds
sacred thefirst hour of theday, thefirst day of
themonth, and thefirst month of theyear -
January - which bearshisname. He'srepre-
sented with two bearded heads set back to back
- onelooking a the past, the other looking aheed
tothefuture.

Janusisafittingmode for thisseason of
reflectionand renewd. Just ashisopposing
facesseethe pagt and thefuturesmultaneoudly,
wewould dowell to ponder over thepast year
aswemeakeplansfor thenext twelvemonths.

Many peopleset asdesometimeevery
January toreflect. They ask themselves
questionslike “What havel learned?’ and
“What will | dodifferently?” Remembering
obgtaclesovercomeand hardshipsendured, they
cherish happy times, areinvigorated by nearly
forgottentriumphsand humbled by thegoodness
aroundthem. Their writtenlist of blessngsand
accomplishmentsrenewstheir resolveand puts
present problemsinto the perspectiveof passng
time

Of course, learning and benefiting fromthe

pastisvadly different fromlivinginthepagt.
Theformer strengthensour commitment to
growthandimprovement; thelatter siflesgrowth
and stopsprogress. Wesmply cannot graspthe
hopeof thefutureif we reholding ontothehurt
of thepast.

Onethingiscertain; theNew Year comes.
C.S.Lewisdescribed thefutureintheseterms:
“...somethingwhich everyonereachesat therate
of sixty minutesan hour, whatever hedoes,
whoever heis”

Regardlessof thefixed speed at whichwe
travel to another year, thefuture can be paved
withlessonlearned. But, if weneglectthe
wisdom of yesteryear or areblindedtothe
possibilitiesof tomorrow, wemay continueto
travel adull and dusty highway. Thepast can
serveasaroad map of sorts, guiding usover
rough spots, reminding usof detours, and even
preparing usfor morescenicroutes. By
remembering how wemadeittowhereweare
right now and conscioudy decidingwherewe
wouldliketo benext year at thistime, wecan
makebetter decisonsand achieveagrester
measureof hgppiness.

Theunknown of thefuture becomesless
threstening and more promising asweadopt the
wisdomof Janus.

Let uslook tothepast andlearnandlook to
thefutureandlive.

What was the most significant event of 20037

“They caught
Saddam Hussein.”

“Pfc. Lori Piestewa
and the lives lost in

“That they finally
caught Saddam

“All the 11th Signal
Soldiers leaving at

“The Vikings lost to
the Cardinals.”

“When they caught
Saddam Hussein.”

Hussein.” Selene Romero, one time.” Jorge Sosa, 2003.” Gary Terlisner,
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Aim high

The Libby Army Airfield is certified annually. Air Force Lt. Col. Al Steffes from the 162nd Fighter Wing flew two simuated emergency landings in his F-16 Dec. 29 to assist in the
barrier certification. The two barriers at the airfield work similar to cables on aircraft carriers by braking a plane rapidly during an emergency landing. Steffes and fellow Air
National Guardsmen gave a helping hand to the Army.

Photo by Spc. Matthew Chlosta

Flu hits nation
knowledge Is power

MEDICALACTIVITIESCOMMAND
RELEASE

Just thinking about “theflu” brings
onfedingsof fear and dread.

Thisyear’sdataseemsto show that
peopleintheUnited Statesare getting
sckwiththefluearlier thanusud and
according to the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention.

There are ways to prevent the
Sporead of thefluand thebest defenseis
toget your fluvaccine. Whilethepre-
dominant virusis' tanexact matchand
fluviruseschange, research hasshown
thevaccnewill provideprotectiontothis
grainof theinfluenzavirus. Below are
some facts and answers to common
questionsdongwithinformetiononpre-
ventionandwhat todoif you get Sck.

Whatis the flu?

Influenza (commonly caled “the
flu”) isacontagiousrespiratory iliness
caused by influenzaviruses.

Symptoms of flu

Symptomsof thefluincludefever,
heedache, extremetiredness, dry cough,
sorethroat, runny or stuffy nose, and
muscleaches. Nausea, vomiting, and
diarrhea, are much more common
among childrenthanadults

Influenzasymptomsmay mimicthe
symptomsof acommon cold. A good
guiddinetofollow indetermining the
difference is to remember that while
they aresmilar, influenzasymptomsare
muchmoresavere.

Spread of flu
Influenzavirusesare spread when

a person who has the flu coughs,
neezes, or pesksand goreadsvirusinto
theair,and other peopleinhdethevirus
Thevirusescandsobespreadwhena
persontouchesasurfacewithfluviruses
onitandthentoucheshisor her noseor
mouth.

A person who issick with the flu
can spread viruses — that means they
are contagious. Adultsmay be conta-
giousfrom oneday beforedeve oping
symptomsto upto seven daysafter get-
tingsck. Children can be contagious
for longer than saven days.

Preventing flu

Vaccination: Thesinglebest way
to prevent thefluisto get vaccinated
eachfall. Butremember, thevac-
cineprotectsindividualsagainst the
most severe strainsof theflu, it will
not protect agai nst the common cold
and mild strains of influenza.

Antivird medications. Threeanti-
viral drugs(amantadine, rimantadine,
and oseltamivir) are approved and
commercidly availablefor usein pre-
venting and treating theflu.

All of these medicationsare pre-
scription drugsand areavailableonly
by prescription for specific, highrisk
patients.

Preventing the spread of flu

Avoid close contact — avoid close
contact with peoplethat aresick. When
you aresick, keep your distancefrom
others

Stay home when you aresick —if
possible, say homefromwork, school,
and errandswhenyou aresick.

Cover your mouth and nose—cover

your mouth and nosewithatissuewhen
coughing or sheezing.

Clean your hands — wash your
hands often, thiswill help protect you
fromgerms.

Avoidtouching your eyes, noseor
mouth— germsarecftensoreadwhen
apersontouchessomething that iscon-
taminated with germsand thentouches
hisor her eyes, nose, or mouth.

Whatto do if you get sick

If youdeveoptheflu, itisadvisable
toget plenty of regt, drink alot of liquids,
and avoid using a cohol and tobacco.
Also, you can take medicationsto re-
lievethesymptomsof flu (but never give
aspirin to children or teenagers who
haveflu-likesymptoms—and particu-
larly fever—without firs Spesking toyour
doctor.)

If, however, your flusymptomsare
unusualy severe(for example, if you
arehavingtroublebregthing), youshould
consult your hedlth-care provider right
away.

If youareat specid risk fromcom-
plicationsof flu, you should consult your
hedth-care provider when your flu
symptomsbegin. Thisincludespeople
65 or older, peoplewith chronic medi-
cd condiitions, pregnant women, or chil-
dren. Your doctor may chooseto use
certainantivird drugstotreat theflu.

Raymond W. BlissArmy Hedlth
Center currently has an adequate
suppleof thefluvaccine, but supplies
arelimited nationwide.

Itisimportant toremember certain
high-risk, immuno-supressed patients
must receivether vaccineasapriority
adongwithour activeduty soldiers.

KING from Page 2

“Somehow we must believethat the most misguided
among them can learn to respect the dignity and

worth of al human personality.”

Asthereflections, of King'slifeand death
continue throughout January, the messagethat all
people deserveto betreated with dignity and respect
regardlessof race, sex, color, religion, or national
origin should not beforgotten or taken for granted.

Soldiers, DA civiliansand family members should not
forget that we havetheresponsibility to ensureall people

aretreated fairly inal of our daily activities, whether

tear us apart.

these activitiesare on or off duty or on and off our
installation. We aremembersof adiversemilitary that is
amode of socia changein our country. We should strive
to draw strength from of our diversity instead of letting it

COW from Page 1

“But | can certainly understand
customershaving concernsand ques-
tions. We're dl affected by this—
we'redl concerned.”

Mad cow isafata disease that
destroys the brains of the infected
anmd.

Itiscausedincatleby misshgpen
proteinscalled prionsandisthought
to be spread from animal to animal
through contaminated feed.

Arareformof thediseaseinhu-
mansknown asvariant Creutzfel dt-

Jakob Disease has been linked to
the consumption of contaminated
beef products. Theapproximately
140 degths linked to “mad cow”
sncethemid-90shavemainly been
inBritain.

For thelatest developmentson
the current situation aswell asfor
linkstothe USDA and other infor-
meation on recallsand food safety,
commissary customers should
check the food safety link at
WWW.COMIMI SSares.com.

SECURITY from Page 1

land Security hasbeentesting thenew
entry procedures since Nov. 17 at
Hartdfidd-JecksonAtlantal nternationdl
Alirport.

Thetest showed that the new pro-
ceduresadd an averageof 15 seconds
totheentry processat primary inspec-
tionfor foreign nationd straveingwith
visas. More than 20,000 passengers
from Centrd and SouthAmerica, Eu-
rope, Asaand SouthAfricaparticipated
in the voluntary test, which con-
firmed the program’sability to verify
identity without adding significant
timeto the process.

The Department of Homeland
Security today also began apilot test
of exit proceduresfor departing pas-
sengers holding visas. A departure
confirmation program using auto-
mated kiosksisbeing tested at Bal-
timore-Washington International Air-

port and at selected Miami Seaport
cruiselineterminals.

Foreignvigtorsexiting the United
Statesfrom thoselocationswill bere-
quiredto confirmtheir departureat the
kiosk. US-VISIT officidswill evau-
atethetestsand consider aternatives
to theautomated kiosksfor departure
confirmation throughout 2004.

Congress has mandated that an
automated entry-exit program be
implemented at the 50 busiest land
ports of entry by Dec. 31, and at al
land portsby Dec. 31, 2005.

A Request for Proposal wasissued
in November to engage the private
sector tohelptheUS-VISIT program
develop the optimum sol utionsfor en-
try and exit processing. The contract
will beawardedinMay.

For more information, visit
www.dhs.gov/us-visit.

Renovations close salons,
barber shops on post

The Beauty Shop and the Post Exchange and Mini Mall Barber Shops
will closeonthefollowing datesfor renovation:

Beauty Shop
Mini Mall Barber Shop
Main Barber Shop

Sunday and Monday
Tuesday and Wednesday
Jan. 15-17

STOP LOSS from Page 1

meansof eva uating the effectiveness
of unit manning, accordingto Manske.

In October of last year, Chief of
Staff of the Army Gen. Peter
Schoomeaker announced that unit man-
ning was one of 16 focus areas that
would get his immediate attention.
Army leadershipwill look for concepts
that will provide greater stability to
troopsandtheir families, Schoomaker

said during theannual A ssociation of
the United StatesArmy symposium.

“Thereisno questionthat Soldiers
who train and deploy together are a
better fighting organization,” Manske
sd.

Unit manning leadsto unit cohe-
sion and studieshavesaidit leadsto
combat effectiveness and reduced
casudties, Schoomaker said.
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Oh, what a year! 2003 in review

January

. Photo b)_/ 1st Lt Traci Gift
Stop movement stabilized deploying troops’

readiness in January 2003.

Oneson’s journey to the Army
Spc. Ronald L. Bucca, son of former Fire
Marshal of the Fire Department of New
York, Manhattan Base, Ronald P. Bucca,
joined the Army in January 2003.
Hisfather’sdeath on Sept. 11, 2001, was
afactor in his change of career.

Suspicious letter, evacuation
Five familieswere evacuated from post
housing Jan.7, 2003, when a suspicious
package was received in the mail.
The incident was cleared when FBI
agents, who were dispatched to the scene,
determined the package wasn'’t threatening

to housing residents.

Rocky assisted with War on Drugs

From Jan. 6 to April 4, Spc. Patrick Riley,
18th Military Police Detachment, and his
dog, Rocky, helped fight the War on Drugs
at the U.S. border.

Rocky sniffed out more than 1,700
pounds of narcoticsduring their rotation, his
biggest find being 297 pounds of marijuana
on Jan. 26.

Members of the K9 team on post rotated
out on 90-day rotations working with U.S.
Customs Service and U.S. Border Patrol.

Pets could be microchipped

An update to Fort Huachucaregulation
40-116, Control and Care of Pets, Horses
and Transient Animalsimplemented that pets
on post with biting incidents or who had
been impounded more than twicein a12-
month period would be microchipped at the
owners expense.

Goliath remains “online” forever
Goliath, one of B Troop, 4th U.S. Army
Cavalry’s horses, was given full military
burial honors on Jan. 24, to include a 21-
gun salute and the playing of taps.
Goliath passed away dueto poor health
from alacerated heart valve.

UDIl apprehensions increase

Theeffort and dedication of thesix Mili-
tary Police officers who made up Fort
Huachuca's Environmental Protection Of-
ficeresulted in asignificant increaseinthe
detection and apprehension of undocu-
mented immigrants on post.

Withinthefirst quarter of fiscal year 2003
the total number of UDIs apprehended
were already 73 percent of the total UDI
apprehended in FY 2002.

February

Aerostat tears, cause may be wind

The Tethered Aerostat Radar System
experienced a fabric tear Feb. 25 which
caused the aerostat a complete loss of lift.

Environmental specialists successfully
cleaned up 15-20 gallons out of the 80 gal-
lons of fuel in the tank at the time of the
rupture.

Photo by Jeff Porter

March

IMA insignia part of garrison

attire

On Mar. 1 al military members of the
Install ation Management Agency began to
wear the IMA shoulder sleeve insignia
patch and distinctive unit insigniacrest in
accordance with the Secretary of the
Army’s General Order #4.

The order applied to garrison Soldiers
on Fort Huachucaaswell asgarrisonson
Army installationsworl dwide.

AFAP conference held

The Fort HuachucaArmy Family Ac-
tion Plan Symposium was held March 11-
13 at the Main Post Chapel.

Delegates, ranging from middle school
agetoWorld Wer Il veterans, met and dis-
cussed issuesincluding childcare, retiree
benefits, housing, leave policies and the

Uniform Code of Military Justice.

MI Brigade inactivates

Fort Huachucaquietly inactivated the
112th Military Intelligence Brigade on
Mar. 27.

Although there were no honors ren-
dered to give closure to the unit’s contri-
butions to the Army and MI Corps, the
unit’slegacy wascarried on asit wasre-
organized with the 111th Military Intelli-
gence Brigade.

‘Smart card’ is new standard ID
The Identification Card Section pre-
pared to begin issuing the Common Ac-
cess Card in March.
The CAC, also known as the “ smart
card,” will eventually replace the current
ID cards, DD forms 1173.

Sgt. 1st Class Charles Lohr, Company A, 306th Military Intelligence Battalion, was the
usher who assisted and comforted Nason’s sister, Gena Nason, through the memorial
ceremony for Chief Warrant Officer Christopher Nason Dec. 3.

Photo by Elizabeth Harlan

Fort’s Honor Guard serves
Soldiersfrom the Fort Huachuca Honor
Guard provided full ceremonial honorsto
Pfc. Lori Piestewa, 507th Maintenance
Company, onApril 12in TubaCity, Ariz.
Piestewa, amember of the Hopi Tribe,

was the first Native American military
woman to diein combat.

Volunteers save taxpayers money

From Jan. 21 to Apr. 22, volunteer tax
preparers at the Fort Huachuca Tax Cen-
ter helped prepare nearly 3,000 income tax
returns.

The volunteers saved the fort commu-
nity more than $430,000 in fees and ser-
vicesthey would have paid off post.

Local lifesavers are real heroes

Two Joint Interoperability Test Command
contract employeeswererecognized on April
25 by the American Red Crossas Real He-
roes. On Sept. 16, 2002 Lyn Farbo and Trish
Blake saved thelife of their co-worker Ralph
Handley.That's when Farbo entered and
started to immediately clear hisairway and
perform CPR because he wasn't breathing
and had started to choke.

New shuttle bus schedulereleased

TheSearaVigaPublicTrangt Sysemshuitle
busfor Fort Huachucare eased anew schedulein
April,toindudeabuswhichdrculaesaroundthe
post Mondaysthrough Saturdaysfrom 6:30am.
t07:35p.m. and aseven-day servicefrompostto
commercid areasdowntown.

11th Signal Brigade’s new digs

Soldiersfrom 11th Signal Brigade pro-
vided satellite communications support for
U.S. forces operating in Irag from aformer
presidential palace near Baghdad, Iraqgin
April.

Paramedics join fire department
Asof April, three paramedics were sta-
tioned at the post fire department to provide
an advanced level of care 24-7.
Prior to the paramedics being stationed
on post, the fire department relied on their
civilian counterpartsfor post emergency care.

Teleconference links soldiers, pals

Studentsfrom Smith Middle School were
ableto ask questionsof their penpals, 11th Sig.
Bde. Soldierscurrently deployed to Kuwait, via
teleconferenceApr. 14.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks
Pfc. Tammy Darby, Company D, 309th
Military Intelligence Battalion, ensures her
line of sight is correct as she employs the
M18A1 Claymore mine during ‘hip-pocket’
training May 16 at the Rappel Tower.
Her drill sergeants conducted the training
to reinstill common tasks the soldiers
learned in basic training.

Photo by Elizabeth Harlan
Jasmine Gonzales, 8, whispers a message

to her playmate at the new playground at
Fort Huachuca School Age Services June
2.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Donald Sparks
Sgt. Sean Burke, 19th Signal Company,
hugs his five-year-old son Felix after
returning to Fort Huachuca Aug 2.
following his deployment in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Photo by Elizabeth Harlan
Staff Sgt. Angel DeJesus, 40th Signal
Battalion, returns to Fort Huachuca Dec. 10,
culminating a six-month deployment to the
Iraqgi theater. His daughter,Alexander, 2, holds
on tight.
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May

Mammoth tusk found

A fossilized tusk wasdiscovered on Fort
HuachucaApril 17 by Larry Braden, chief
of surveys, Electronic Proving Ground/New
Tec. The tusk appeared to belong to a

Photo by elizabeth Harlan
Lisa Rockwell pays tribute to her father,
Sgt. 1st Class Paul Adlesic, on Memorial
Day, May 19.

Colombian Mammoth. Thetusk was suc-
cessfully excavated May 6. Thetusk was
then processed for curation at theArizona
State Museum, University of Arizona

SMA Tilley to meet soldiers
Sergeant Mgjor of theArmy Jack Tilley

met and talked with the soldiers of Fort

HuachucaMay 1 at Cochise Theater.

Environmental awards given

The White House Closing the Circle
Award for water resource management pro-
cess and system was awarded to Fort
HuachucainApril. Fort Huachucareceived
a2002 Secretary of DefenseAnnual Envi-
ronmental Award inrecognition of itsnatu-
ral resources conservation program. Garri-
son Commander, Col. LawrenceJ. Portouw,
was at the Pentagon May 14 with Tom
Cochran, chief of the Environmental and
Natural Resources Division, to accept the
award. Fort Huachuca also received the
Secretary of the Army Award for energy
and water management on Dec. 3.

June

Center ‘oodles of fun’ for kids

A new facility opened June 2 for Fort
Huachuca’'s School Age Services. The fa-
cility provides more room and better equip-
ment for children in grades one through
five.

National Guard supports post

Fort Huachucabid farewell to Battery
B, 2nd Battalion of the 142nd Field Artil-
lery of the Arkansas National Guard, who
had been on Fort Huachuca since Septem-
ber 2002, and welcomed the 259th Engi-
neer Company of the Arizona National
Guard, both unitsserving in support of Op-
eration Noble Eagle.

Hall of Fame

TheMilitary Intelligence Hall of Famein-
duction at Fort Huachuca was held June 26
and 27. Theannual event recognizes Soldiers
who have made significant contributionsto the
Military Intelligence Corpsand itsprofession.

Recycling up for grabs

June 30 was the last day the Beacon
Foundation operated the SierraVistarecy-
cling facility. The city’s Public Works De-
partment initiated a pilot project to try to
keep the public drop-off sites open for Si-
erraVistaresidents.

July

New general comes, goes

Fort Huachuca s new Deputy Commanding
Gengd, Brig. Gen. BabaraG Fagt, waswe comed
on post July 18. Fast | eft for asix-month tour in
Iraq the sameweek.

Fort’s juvenile curfew policy
A new post JivenileCurfew palicy wasimple-
mented by thegarrison commander.

August

Army’s newest fire truck tested

The United States Army Operational
Test Command
put the Army’s
new Tactical Fire
Fighting Truck
throughawildland
firefighting test-
burn Aug. 1 at
Range 6.

The mission
for the two
TFFTs and their
crewswasto ex-
tinguish, contain
and control awild
land fireusing the TFFTSs.

School uniforms are at AAFES

BeginningAug. 13, al Col. SmithMiddle
School students were required to wear
school uniforms. The specific uniform was
available at the main Post Exchange in a
special section.

Army, Air Force train together

A joint test pilot Staff Weather Officer
coursewas completed by ateam of both Army
andAir ForceservicemembersinAugust.

The course was designed to teach Air
Force weather forecasters, who will be as-
sgnedtoArmy units, Army 101, saidAir Force
Forecaster, Bill Simcox, SWO course admin-
istrator.

Building dedications

The Joint Interoperability Test Command
dedicated their Key Management I nfrastruc-
ture Building to the Navajo Code Talkers at
10am.,Aug. 27.

TheProsser Village Troop Medical Clinic
was dedicated in aceremony on Nov. 14 at
to honor a Navy Medal of Honor recepient
and Vietnam veteran, Navy Hospital Corps-
man 2nd Class David Ray.

-y

-
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undisclosed location in Iraq on April 1.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Robert Hyatt

Sgt. John Buscher of B Co 86th Signal Bn, Fort Huachuca, Ariz., uses an air drill to
dig holes in order to sink anchor cables that will anchor a heavy tropo antennaat an

Rachel Custer takes a moment with her father, Brig. Gen. John Custer, who departed
in July, to reflect on their time on Fort Huachuca.

Photo by Elizabeth Harlan

September

Quality of life sessions resume

Maj. Gen. James “Spider” Marksre-
sumed his Quality of Life sensing sessions
in September as part of an ongoing effort
toimprovethe quality of lifefor members
of the Fort Huachuca community.

Marks began conducting sensing ses-
sionswith groups of 10-15 randomly-se-
lected members of the Fort Huachuca
team shortly after taking command.

The sensing sessions had proven to be
avaluabletool, allowing Marksto identify
and improve numerous issues impacting
the quality of life at Fort Huachuca.

Some of these concernsincluded lack
of adequate signs informing personnel
about on-post busroutes and cost, post of -
fice hours, vehicleregistration hours and
on-post daycare.

Two years, memories still strong

On the second anniversary of Sep. 11, the
personnel of Fort Huachucaremembered and
honored theinnocent men, women, and children
who perished in those sensel ess acts of terror-
ismin New York City, Washington, D.C., and
Pennsylvania. The observanceson Sept. 11dso
served as areminder of the heroes who have
lost their livesin operationsin thewar against
terrorism.

AFAP committee meeting

Col. LawrencePortouw, garrison commander,
charedtheArmy Family ActionFlancommande’s
Searing committeemesting Sep. 29, reviewingthe
progressondl activelocal AFAPissues.

Maor directorates, senior commanders, ser-
geantsmgj or, subject matter experts, and family
membersparticipated inthemesting.

October

Rocky delivers K-9 punch

A military policedog discovered drugsdur-
ing arandom vehicle search at the East Gate,
Oct. 7. The vehicle was impounded by the
Crimind Investigation Division.

Canopies over post gates

Canopieswereinstalled over theinbound
lanes of traffic at the Main and East gates
Oct. 20-24 as one of several ongoing con-
struction projects designed to enhance safety
and quality of lifeat Fort Huachuca.

ACS awarded accreditation

The Army Community Service on Fort
Huachucareceived recommendation for ac-
creditation with commendation by the assess-
ment team from the | nstallation M anagement
Agency’s Southwest Regional office asone
of the Army’sbest communities.

Firefighter of the year named

Matt Petrowski was named firefighter of
theyear for both Fort Huachucaand Cochise
County.

Novemoer

Ideas shared at conference
TheU.S.Army Intelligence Center and Fort
Huachuca hosted the fifth annual Language
Conferencein cooperation with the Defense
Language Instituteon Nov. 5and 6.

259th engineers end adventures
The 259th Engineer Company, Arizona
National Guard, who began their mission on
Fort Huachuca June 10, demobilized Nov. 13.
Soldiersinthe259th arefrom all over the state
of Arizona, but their unit'sbaseisin Phoenix.

Class preps troops for new threat

The306th Military Intelligence Battalion’s
Intelligence Support to Counterterrorism class
took already qualified interrogatorsand ana-
lyststo awhole new level in November. The
soldiersreceived “cultural awareness’ train-
ing to better prepare them for the situations
they may faceinlrag.

Passage good news for theriver
Fort Huachuca, the San Pedro River, and

surrounding communitiesall benefited from
passage of Section 321, of thefiscal year 2004
DefenseAuthorizationAct signed by President
George W. Bush on Nov. 23. The new law
regffirmedthefort’ sresponsbility for somewa-
ter useinthelocal community while changing
theway that water useisevaluated under the
Endangered SpeciesAct.

Two men become Soldiers

Spc. Matthew Portonova, Company E,
309th Military Intelligence Battaion, waswork-
ing on Capitol Hill inhissecond year asalegis-
lative aide when he heard about the attacks on
theWorld Trade Center towers.

Spc. Alex Vershinin, Company E, 309th Ml
Bn. wasat work asvice president of produc-
tion for an apparel manufacturing company, at
the corner of 36th and Broadway in New York
City when he heard about the attacks on the
WTC towers. Asaresult of the attacks, both
men decided tojoin themilitary. Portonovaen-
listedin Juneand Vershininenlistedin Novem-
ber.

See 2003, Page 7
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Community Upaates

Soldiers’ pay issues

Thedefensemilitary pay office
has established an e-mail account,
DMPO@huaarmy.mil, for pay in-
quires. Thisaccount will allow Sol-
diers who are serviced by the
DMPO to submit pay inquireswith-
out going through their S1 Person-
nel Action Center. The SI/PAC isthe primary point of contact
for military pay issuesfor Soldiersassigned to their units. The
email account isto be used asan additional sourceto resolve
pay issues. Keep your SI/PAC advised of any pay concerns.
Oncereceived by the military pay office, aSoldier should ex-
pect an answer within 3to 4 businessdays. Dueto privacy acts
concerns, the DMPO will only accept emailsfromAKO, Fort
Huachucaexchange accounts, or other government e-mail ac-
counts.

Range closures
Today —AC,AD,AUT1,T1A, T2
Friday —AU
Saturday —AU, T1,T1A, T2
Sunday —AU
Monday —AC,AD,AF,AH,AL,AM,AN,AU, AW
Tuesday —AF,AH,AL,AM,AN,AW
Wednesday —AF,AH,AL,AM,AN, AU, AW
For moreinformation call Range Control, 533-7095.

Tax volunteers needed

Community volunteers are needed to provide free tax
assi stanceto Southern Arizonares dents next tax-filing season.
Volunteerspreparefederal and statereturnsfor those who need
help the most - the el derly, disabled, non-English speaking and
thosewith limited incomes.

To volunteer or obtain more information, please visit
the Volunteer Center of Southern Arizona's Web site at
www.volunteersoaz.org or call the United Way at 520-903-9000,
ext. 310, Monday through Friday, 8:30am. - 4 p.m. Members
of theVolunteer Center of SouthernArizonaincludethe United
Way, Catholic Community Servicesand the IRS.

WBU recognizes honor students
Dr. Jeff Barnes, dean of Wayland Baptist University’s Si-
erra Vista campus, announced recently that 11 students ex-

celled in their studies and were named to WBU’s Dean and
President’sHonor Roll listsfor thefall semester.

Dean’slist (grade point averagefor semester of 3.5 or
higher) - ThomasDavis, Alberto L opez, Erik Lownsberry, John
Marcus and Joseph Perry.

President’s list (grade point average of 4.0) — Juliet
Blevins, Steve Hartjen, Scott Hinson, LindaKlein, Charlotte
Nucci, and Joseph Pedone.

Mileage reimbursement changes

Effective Jan. 1 the mileage reimbursement rates for ad-
vantageous use of privately owned automobiles, motorcycles,
andairplanesincreasad tothefollowing amounts: privatdly owned
automobile, 37.5 cents; privately owned airplane, 99.5 cents
and privately owned motorcycle, 28.5 cents.

Green to Gold

The Greento Gold briefingwill beheld from 11 amtill noon
Friday at theEducation Center.

For moreinformetion, cal Sharon Lewisat 533-2390.

Child caretraining

The Fort Huachuca Family Child Caretraining classbegins
Monday. Training isMonday through Friday from 8 am. to
1:30 p.m. andisfor family members 18 and older interested in
caring for childrenintheir home.

Thetraining isfree of chargeto al interested parties. For
more information, call the FHFCC program at 533-2498 or
stop by and visit their officein Murr Community Center. The
FHFCC Officeisopened Monday through Friday from 7 am.
to4 p.m. Further information may also be obtained from the
FCC director viae-mail at fcc@hua.army.mil.

Habitat for Humanity meeting set

Habitat for Humanity will meet at 7 p.m. on Jan. 13inthe
Fellowship Hall of the SierraVistaUnited Methodist Curch on
the corner of St. Andrews Drive and Buffalo Soldiers Trail.
For moreinformation call Elise Raschkeat 378-3701.

MLK Commemoration Breakfast

The Fort HuachucaMartin L uther King Commemoration
Breakfast will be held from 7 to 8:15 am on Jan. 15 at the
LakeSideActivty Centre.

Chaplain (Mg@.) Kenneth Hancock will be the keynote

speaker. Ticketsare$8. Cal the Military Equal Opportunity
Office, 533-1717/3696 for moreinformation.

Emergency Planning Committee

The Cochise County Loca Emergency Planning Committee's
regular monthly meetingwill behelda 1:30 pmon Jan. 16, inthe
Science Building Room 200 at Cochise College, 901 Colombo
Street, inSerraVisa

Thepublicisinvitedtoatend. For additiona information call
Bob Bobar at 432-9550.

FRG kickoff planned

I I l The Headquarters, Headquarters Company

U.S.Army Garrison will holdits Family Readi-

ness Group kickoff from6to 7:30 p.m. Jan 22 at
the Murr Recreation Center. Call 533-0939 or E-mail
beanj @hua.army.mil for moreinformation.

Electronic Proving Ground celebrates 50 years

TheU.S. Army Electronic Proving Ground will celebrateits
50th anniversary by hosting atour, opentotheloca community,
of EPGfacilitiesFeb. 11, and adinner Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m. at the
LakeSideActivity Centre, on Fort Huachuca. All former EPG
employees are encouraged to support and attend this historic
event.

Please R.S.V.P. for the dinner and tour by Jan.30. Dinner
tickets cost $20 and can be paid by cash or check. Please make
checks payableto the EPG Activity Fund. Paymentscan bede-
livered or mailed to the Electronic Proving Ground, CSTE-DTC-
EP-CO-PALttn: Protocol Office, 2000ArizonaS., Fort Huachuca,
AZ 85613.

For tour timesor moreinformation call the EPG Proto-
col Officeat 533-8267 or 538-7029.

Suicide prevention

Suicide preventionisacommander’sprogram but weareal
responsiblefor oneanother. Pointsof contact in our community
for helpincludethe Raymond W. BlissArmy Hedlth Clinic, Be-
haviora Health Servicesat 533-5161 or 533-7030; SerraVista
Regional Health Center, emergency room at 417-3060; the Fam-
ily Life Chaplainat 533-4748for suicide awarenessand preven-
tion training to ass st commanderswith theidentification of at-
risk personnel and the Army Substance Abuse Program/Risk
Management and EmployeeAssistance Servicesat 538-1286.

Tax Season

Some pay earned while serving in a combat
zone can be excluded from federal taxes

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
RELEASE

Editor’s note: The post tax as-
sistance office, Building 22324, is
open Feb-Apr., Mon.-Fri. 8 am.-4
p.m. For more information call,
533-3090.

If you are amember of the U.S.
Armed Forceswho servesinacom-
bat zone, you can excludecertain pay
fromyour income. You do not have
toreceivethe pay whileyouareina
combat zone, arehospitalized, orinthe
same year you served in a combat
zone. However, your entitlement to
the pay must havefully accruedina
month duringwhichyou servedinthe
combat zone or were hospitalized as
aresult of wounds, disease, or injury
incurred while serving in the combat
zone.

Enlisted personnd, warrant offic-
ers, and commissioned warrant offic-
erscan excludetheamountslisted be-
low fromtheir income.

* Active duty pay earned in any
month you served in acombat zone.

* mminent danger/hogtilefire pay.

* A reenlistment bonusif thevol-
untary extension or reenlistment oc-
cursinamonth you served inacom-
bat zone.

* Pay for accrued leaveearnedin
any month you served in a combat
zone. The Department of Defense
must determinethat the unused leave
wasearned during that period.

* Pay received for duties as a
member of theArmed Forcesinclubs,
messes, post and Station thesters, and
other nonappropriated fund activities.
The pay must be earned in amonth
you served in acombat zone.

* Awardsfor suggestions, inven-
tions, or scientific achievementsyou
are entitled to because of a submis-
sionyoumadeinamonth you served
inacombat zone.

* Student loanrepaymentsthat are
attributableto your period of service
in a combat zone (provided a full
year's service is performed to
earn therepayment).

If you are a commissioned
officer, youmay excludeyour
pay according to therulesjust
discussed. However, theamount
of your exclusionislimitedto the
highest rate of enlisted pay (plusim-
minent danger/hostilefirepay re-
ceived) for each month during
any part of whichyou servedin
acombat zone or were hospital -
ized as a result of your service
there.

Any questions?

Quedtion: | amamember of the
U.S. Armed Forces performing
servicesin a combat zone. Isany
part of my military pay for serving
in this area excluded from gross
income?

Answer: Yes, if you serve in a
combat zone as an enlisted person
or as a warrant officer (including
commissioned warrant offic-
ers) for any part of a month,
all your military pay received
for military service that month
isexcluded fromgrossincome.
For commissioned officers, the
monthly exclusion is capped
at the highest enlisted pay, plus
any hostile fire or imminent
danger pay received.

Question: My husband
and | are both enlisted per-
sonnel serving in the U.S.
Armed For cesin the combat
zone. Arewe each entitled to
the income tax exclusion for

military pay?

Answer: Yes, each of you quali-
fiesfor theincome tax exclusion for
your respective military pay.

Quedtion: | amamember of the
U.S. Armed Forcesstationed on a
ship outsideany combat zone. | fly
missions over a combat zone as
part of the military operationsin
that combat zone. I sany part of my
military pay excluded from gross
income?

Answer: Yes. The combat zone
includes the airspace over it,
S0 you are serving in the com-
bat zone.

Question: If | aminju-
red and hospitalized while
servingintheU.S. Armed
Forcesin a combat zone,
isany of my military pay
MR excluded from grossin-
I come?

: Answer: Yes. Military

pay received by enlisted
personnel who are hospital-
ized asaresult of injuriessus-
tained while serving in a combat
zone is excluded from grossincome
for the period of hospitalization,
subject to the 2-year limitation pro-
vided below. Commissioned officers
have a smilar exclusion, limited to
the maximum enlisted pay amount
per month. These exclusions from
gross income for hospitalized en-
listed personnel and commissioned
officers end 2 years after the date
of termination of the combat zone.

Question: My wifeiscurrently
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces
in a combat zone and will be €li-
gible for discharge when shere-
turns home. If she is discharged
upon her return, will the payment
for the annual leave that she ac-
crued during her service in the
combat zone be excluded from
gross income?

Answer: Yes. Annual leave pay-
ments to enlisted members of the
U.S Armed Forces upon discharge
from service are excluded from
gross income to the extent the an-
nual leave was accrued during any

month in any part o
which the member serve
in a combat zone. If youl
wifeisa commissioned of-
ficer, a portion of the an-
nual leave payment she
receivesfor leave accruec
during any month in any
part of which she served =
in a combat zone may be
excluded. The annual
leave payment is not ex-
cludable to the extent it
exceeds the maximum enlisted pay
amount for the month of service to
which it relates less the amount of
military pay already excluded for
that month.

Question: | am an enlisted per-
son serving in a combat zone. If |
reenlist early while | am in the
combat zone and receive my re-
enlistment bonus several months
later when | am stationed outside
thecombat zone, isany part of my
reenlissment bonusexcluded from
gross income?

Answer: Yes. The reenlistment
bonus is excluded from gross in-
come although received in a month
that you were outside the combat
zone, because you completed the
necessary action for entitlement to
the reenlistment bonus in a month
during which you servedinthe com-
bat zone.

Question: My brother, who is
acivilian in themerchant marine,
ison a ship that transports mili-
tary suppliesbetween the United
States and the combat zone. Is
he entitled to the combat zone
military pay exclusion?

Answer: No. Those serving in
the merchant marine are not mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces.
The combat zone military pay ex-
clusion applies only to members
of the U.S. Armed Forces. Neither
federal civilian employees nor ci-
vilian defense contractors de-
ployed with U.S. forces qualify for
an exclusion of income earned
while working in a combat zone
or qualified hazardous duty area.

They may, however, qualify for
an extension of deadlinesto file
and pay taxes.

TheU.S. Armed Forcesinclude
all regular and reserve compo-
nents of the uniformed services
that are under the control of the
Secretaries of Defense, Army,
Navy, and Air Force, and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security with
respect to the Coast Guard.

Question: My husband is a
member of the U.S. Armed
Forces performing services re-
lated to a combat operation but
he is not in the combat zone
and he is not receiving hostile
fire/imminent danger pay. Ishe
entitled to the military pay ex-
clusion?

Answer: No. U.S. Armed
Forces personnel serving outside
the combat zone are not entitled
to the military pay exclusion un-
lessthey are serving in direct sup-
port of military operations in the
combat zone for which they re-
celve hostilefire/imminent danger
pay. The Department of
Defense certifies areas that meet
these requirements.

Question: How dol certify my
entitlement to the military pay
exclusion?

Answer: Your service branch
must certify your entitlement on
the Form W2 it provides you. If
you believe you are entitled to the
exclusion, but it is not reflected
on your Form W-2, ask your ser-
vice branch to issue a corrected
FormW:2.
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Cost Warriors

Cost Warriors was an addition to the
Scout recognizing post personnel who have
found unique waysto save money spent on
things such asfacilities, training, supplies
and equipment on Fort Huachuca.

Education Center awards

Awards won by the Army Education
Center on Fort Huachuca were the 2003
Council of College and Military Educators
I nstitution Award, both won by the Cochise
College MOS Credentialing Program.

School Recognition
Col. Smith Middle School eighth-grade

students scored the highest math marksin
the state on Arizona's Instrument to Mea-
sure Standards. The school was among the
highest ranking schoolsin Arizonaaccording
to the Arizona Department of Education.
Smith received adesignation of “Excelling,”
under the state’ saccountability system, com-
monly referred to asArizona L earns.

Warrant Officer dies in Iraq

Chief Warrant Officer Christopher Nason,
Company A, 306th Military Intelligence Bat-
talion, died in a traffic accident between
Mosul and Dihok, Irag on Nov. 23. Nason
was honored Dec. 3 during amemorial ser-
vice at the Main Post Chapel.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles

A Shadow 200 unmanned aerial vehicle
experienced enginefailureand crashed 50
feet south of the Rugge-Hamilton runway
Feb. 7.

OnMar. 18 the Defense Department un-
veiled abilliondallar roadmap for unmanned
aerid vehiclesduringthenext 25 years.

TheArmy’snewest warrant officer mili-
tary occupational skill, 350U Tactical Un-
manned Aerial Vehicle Operations Techni-
cian, was created primarily because of the
increasing demand of UAV sintelligencecol-
lection onthebattlefield.

Thefirst RQ-5A Hunter UAV took its
maiden flightin Germany during aceremony
ontheHohenfelsArmy AirfieddldAug. 15. Fif-
teen Army unmanned aerial vehicle opera-

tor sudentsfrom Company E, 305th Military
Intelligence Battalion, participatedinalive
fiddtraining exercise, the* capstone’ of UAV
training, at Wren Arena, Sept. 24.

TheThunder Mountain Evaluation Cen-
ter here hosted an unmanned aerial vehicle
demonstration Oct. 6-10to evaluate the po-
tential use of UAV sfor homeland security.

The United States Army Unmanned
Aeria VehicleTraining Center began exca-
vationsfor their $10.4 M expansion Dec. 11
with agroundbreaking ceremony at Black
Tower.

Fort Huachuca's Joint Interoperability
Test Command, in conjunctionwith severa
other organizationson post, assstedinaSil-
ver Fox unmanned aeria vehicledemonstra-
tion for the Secretary of the Navy on the
morning of Dec. 16.




