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Fort forwards final biological assessment 

FORT HUACHUCA, Ariz. - Brig. Gen. James “Spider” Marks, commanding general of the U.S. Army Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca has signed the installation’s biological assessment today and it has been forwarded to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

This letter initiates a formal consultation with the USFWS and is another important step towards creating a new biological opinion.

“I am confident that we have prepared a thorough, well-reasoned Biological Assessment with scientific analysis of the most complete biological, hydrological and demographic data available,” Marks said.  

“Fort Huachuca has a strong working relationship with USFWS based on the previous Biological Opinion and conservation measures implemented over the last ten years.  We feel strongly that this BA will lead to a successful BO,” Marks said.


By incorporating the conservation measures committed to in the Biological Assessment, the Army expects a Biological Opinion that will result in a quantifiable, measurable and time-sensitive plan to address all relevant effects of water usage associated with the fort in the Sierra Vista Subwatershed.  In addition, the Army remains committed to achieving zero
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balance between water use and conservation efforts, including recharge, so that by the year 2011 the fort's water usage will have “no effect” on endangered species in the Sierra Vista Subwatershed.

On April 11, the U.S. District Court in Tucson determined that Fort Huachuca no longer has a valid Biological Opinion.  The court declared the fort’s 1999 Biological Opinion violated the Endangered Species Act because it is not specific enough about how the fort will balance its water use on post or in the subwatershed.

Since the court's decision, Fort Huachuca’s top priority has been to enable the USFWS to prepare the best quality Biological Opinion possible.

The fort continues its dual missions of training soldiers in vital military intelligence skills and environmental stewardship.
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