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SUBJECT: INFORMATION PAPER – Effectively Using the Soldier Readiness Program (SRP) 

1.  Purpose.  To explain how to use the SRP to ensure that soldiers have their legal affairs in order before deploying.    

2.  Discussion.

     a.  Most Staff Judge Advocate’s offices will send their legal assistance officers to work at SRPs.  Typically, at an SRP, the legal assistance officer will determine whether each soldier needs a will.  The legal assistance officer drafts wills and powers of attorney for those soldiers needing them.  If the soldier has another, more complex legal problem, the legal assistance officer will schedule a follow-up appointment for the soldier.  The unfortunate part of this process is that, to get done sooner, many soldiers will put off preparing needed wills or powers of attorney.  Also, soldiers fail to show up for scheduled follow-up appointments to execute their wills or address other legal issues. Commanders can ensure that their soldiers are ready to deploy by encouraging their soldiers to settle their legal affairs prior to deployment.

     b.  Commanders can also help ensure that soldiers are prepared to deploy by telling their soldiers to come prepared to the SRP.  Commanders should advise each soldier to have the full name of a person they can trust to manage their affairs while the soldier is deployed.  Each soldier should also start thinking of possible financial, personal, or legal issues that he or she may need to address before or during deployment.  How will the soldier pay his or her bills?  Who will care for the soldier’s children if the primary care-provider can no longer care for their children? Commanders should also brief their soldiers on the importance of having a will, especially for soldiers with children.  A unit representative should contact the Legal Assistance Office to obtain pertinent handouts and forms that the soldiers may need.  Prior to the SRP, the command should compile a list of the soldiers who need wills.  After the SRP, the commander should coordinate to ensure the soldiers attend their follow-up legal assistance appointments. 

3.  Conclusion.  Timely coordination and preparation is the key to ensuring that soldiers have their personal affairs in order and are fully prepared to deploy.  Commanders should contact their Legal Assistance Office to arrange to address their soldier’s needs before it is too late.
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